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DUTCH BIRDING in samenwerking met DANUBIA BELGIUM
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Spoon-billed Sandpiper
in north-eastern Siberia

Pavel S Tomkavich

Some bird species are attractive just because of
their unusual appearance. Spoon-billed Sand-
piper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus is one of those
species. Its plumage is very similar to that of Calidris
sandpipers, especially Red-necked Stint C ruficol-
lis, but the peculiar bill is unique among wader
species. Its spatulate shape, as indicated by both
the English and scientific names, was the reason to
place it in a separate genus. The scanty knowledge
of its distribution, behaviour and breeding biology,
as well as its rarity outside the breeding areas, all
add to the fascination. Furthermore, the known
breeding localities are all within a limited area in
north-eastern Siberia (figure 1).

A study of the breeding biology and social orga-
nization of Spoon-billed Sandpiper was underta-
ken in 1986-88 on the northern coast of Chukotski
peninsula. Birds, individually marked with colour-

flags, were followed over several seasons and they
showed a high site tenacity. On average, 66% of the
adults returned annually to the breeding sites of the
previous year. Males almost invariably re-estab-
lished their territories on the very same spot while
females more frequently dispersed some distance
and quite often changed mate. As a consequence,
an average of ¢ 29% of the pairs of one year had
divorced the next year (ie, of those cases where
both birds of the previous pair had returned).
Arctic breeding sandpipers are well known for
the diversity of their mating systems, ranging from
pure monogamy to various forms of palygamy (eg,
double-clutch system, polygamy in lekking spe-
cies; cf Pitelka etal 1974). These mating systems are
associated with many other species-specific featu-
res such as site fidelity (Oring & Lank 1984), mi-
gration schedule (Kokhanov 1965) and migration

41 Spoon-billed Sandpiper Furynorhynchus pygmeus, adult with chick, Belvaka Spit, Kolyuchinskaya Gulf, northern
Chukotski peninsula, Russia, 22 July 1988 (Pavel S Tomkovich)

Dutch Birding 14: 17-41, april 1992]
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Spoon-billed Sandpiper in north-eastern Siberia

42-43 Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus, adult with two chicks, Belyaka Spit, Kolyuchinskaya Gulr,
northern Chukotski peninsula, Russia, 14 July 19 One of these two chicks was recovered later from China (Pavel
S Tomkovich)




FIGURE 1

distance (Myers 1981). For instance, Myers (1981)
found that more promiscuous species tend to win-
ter further south. Against this background, it was of
great interest to establish the breeding system of
Spoon-billed Sandpiper, especially since the double-
clutch system (in which the female of a pair lays
two clutches which are then each incubated by
one of the parents) was suspected in the species
(Kondratiev 1982). However, it was found to be
monogamous and both mates alternately incubate
the clutch and accompany the brood after hatch-
ing: the female usually can be found on the nest or
with the brood during the evenings and nights
while the male takes over during daytime. How-
ever, one of the parents (as a rule the female)
deserts the brood earlier and disappears from the
breeding area. The length of stay with the brood is

variable but shorter among late breeders. Usually, .

the female stays with the brood only for a few days
while the male accompanies the chicks until fledg-
ing, which occurs when they are 17-18.5 days old.

Sexual dimorphism in Spoon-billed Sandpiperis
not well pronounced. Males are brighter in sum-
mer plumage and smaller in size on average but
there is a broad overlap in all characters (table 1).
Using both wing and bill, 32% of the males and

Spoon-billed Sandpiper in north-eastern Siberia

Locations of breeding records () of Spoon-hilled Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus in north-eastern
Siberia, Russia. Study area is indicated by an arrow.

57% of the females (45% of all birds) can be
correctly identified.

Why did the bill of Spoon-billed Sandpiperevolve
into its spatulate shape? It is generally thought that
it is an adaptation to filter soft semi-liquid mud to
sieve out small invertebrates. Observations of siev-
ing movements in various staging and wintering
areas support this idea. However, our studies at the
northern limit of its range show a possible disad-
vantage of the spatulate bill in an arctic environ-
ment. In early summer, the muddy banks of small
lakes and lagoons are covered by water during
snow melt in June. Under these circumstances, the
birds cannot use their bills to their full advantage
and are only able to peck insects from the surface
of the tundra while all other waders can probe into
the moss layer. During spells of unfavourable
weather, when most waders feed by probing (the
surface invertebrates being inactive), Spoon-billed
Sandpipers probably suffer more from food short-
age than other sandpiper species. The migration
and wintering areas of Spoon-billed Sandpiper are
still poorly known. They migrate along the Pacific
coastof Asia but no large concentrations are known.
Only in January 1989, the first large wintering flock
of 257 birds was found by John Howes in Bangla-
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Spoon-billed Sandpiper in north-eastern Siberia

44 Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus, chicks in nest, Belyaka Spit, Kolyuchinskaya Gulf, northern
Chukotski peninsula, Russia, 16 July 1987 (Pavel S Tomkovich)

desh, including two individuals colour-marked on
the northern Chukotski peninsula! The only other
recovery was received recently through the Asian
Wetland Bureau from Hangzhou Bay near the
mouth of the Yangtze, China. The bird was ringed
asachickin 1987, shotby a hunteron 10 May 1990
and subsequently eaten. These are the firstand only
recoveries to date of this species.

During the studies on Chukotski peninsula, it
became clear that Spoon-billed Sandpiper suffers
heavily from predation by arctic foxes Alopex
lagopus and the annual mortality rate seems only
just to be balanced by reproduction. Taking into
account the very specific coastal habitats of the
species and its conservative habits, we can conclu-
de the species to be vulnerable to man-induced
changes in the landscape. The species is, therefore,
included in the Red data book of the USSR. Long-

term survival might be safeguarded by the esta-
blishment of a large nature reserve which is plan-
ned for the near future but protection of their
migration and wintering grounds is equally essen-
tial and desirable.

Samenvatting

LEPELBEKSTRANDLOPER IN NOORDOOST-SiBeriE  In 1986-88
werd onderzoek verricht aan de broedbiologie van de
Lepelbekstrandloper Furvnorhynchus pygmeus in het
broedgebied langs de noordkust van het Chukotsk schier-
eiland in Noordoost-Siberié. De Lepelbekstrandloper is
monogaam. Afwisselend hebroeden beide oudervogels
het legsel en vergezellen ze de jongen, het vrouwtje
meestal gedurende avond en nacht en het mannetje
gedurende de dag. Meestal verlaten de vrouwtjes als
eerste het broedgebied en laten de zorg voor de kuikens
over aan het mannetje dat bij de jongen blijit tol ze
vliegvlug zijn (17-18.5 dagen).

TABLE 1 Wing and bill lengths of adult Spoon-billed Sandpipers Eurynorhynchus pygmeus in Chukotski peninsula, Russia

wing

mean sd range
s ¥e) 104.0 15 101-107
e 106.9 1.8 103-111
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bill
mean sd range n
2112 0.70 19.9-22.7 65
22.34 0.83 20.6-24.3 61



Op grond van waarnemingen in doortrek- en overwin-
teringsgebieden wordt de lepelvormige snavel meestal
beschouwd als een aanpassing voor het filteren van
zachte modder. Waarnemingen in het broedgebied lij-
ken echter te duiden op een mogelijk nadeel van deze
snavelvorm. Omdat in meren en rivieren tot in de vroege
zomer de waterstanden hoog zijn door de afvoer van
smeltwater kunnen de vogels niet op modderige oevers
foerageren. Lepelbekstrandlopers pikken dan wat in-
secten van het toendra-oppervlak terwijl andere steltlo-
pers in de moslaag kunnen doordringen.

De doortrek- en overwinteringsgebieden van de Le-
pelbekstrandloper zijn nog slecht in kaart gebracht. Ner-
gens zijn langs de Pacifische kust van Azié grote concen-
traties bekend. In januari 1989 werd een groep van 257
overwinterende Lepelbekstrandlopers aangetroffen in
Bangladesh, waaronder twee op het Chukotski schierei-
land gekleurringde vogels. De enige andere bekende
ringmelding betreft een in 1987 als nestjong geringde vo-

Spoon-billed Sandpiper in north-eastern Siberia

ael welke op 10 mei 1990 werd geschoten aan de mon-
ding van de Jangtse, China.

References

Kokhanov, V D 1965. [Influence of breeding peculiari-
ties in waders on dates and character of their migra-
tion.] Zool Zh 44: 784-787. [In Russian.]

Kondratiev, A 'Y 1982. |Biology of waders in tundras of
north-eastern Asia.] Moscow. [In Russian.]

Myers, | P 1981. Cross-seasonal interactions in the evo-
lution of sandpiper social systems. Behav Ecol Socio-
biol 8: 195-202.

Oring, LW & Lank, D B 1984. Breeding area fidelity, na-
tal philopatry, and the social systems of Sandpipers. In:
Burger, ] & Olla, B L (editors), Shorebirds: breeding
behaviour and populations, pp 125-147, New York.

Pitelka, F A, Holmes, RT & Maclean, SF, Jr 1974. Ecology
and evolution of social organization in arctic sandpi-
pers. Am Zool 14: 185-204.

Pavel S Tomkovich, Zoological Museum, Moscow State University,

Herzen Street 6, 103009 Moscow K-9, Russia

Occurrence and identification of
Basra Reed Warbler in Saudi Arabia

Arnoud B van den Berg & Peter Symens

On 15 April, 1 and 4 May 1991, at Jubayl, North-
eastern Province, Saudi Arabia, three Basra
Reed Warblers Acrocephalus griseldis were trap-
ped and ringed in the garden of the Holiday Inn
hotel along the Arabian Gulf coast. At Tanageeb,
north of Jubayl, four were trapped and ringed on 5-
7 May 1991. Furthermore, in May 1991, there were
several sightings at Jubayl, Tanageeb and Tarut. At
Tanageeb, the species was seen daily between 18
and 27 May, with up to four on 23 May. These
constitute the first records of Basra Reed Warbler
for the Northeastern Province.

Taxonomical status

Until 1960, Basra Reed Warbler was generally
regarded as a separate species. Vaurie (1959),
Williamson (1974) and Voous (1977), however,
treat it as a subspecies of Greal Reed Warbler
A arundinaceus, mainly basing themselves upon
similarities in the wing formula. Pearson & Back-
hurst (1988) discussed the taxonomic status of
Basra Reed Warbler and argued that it should be
regarded as a full species (cf, eg, Sibley & Monroe
1990). They demonstrated differences in morphol-

[Dutch Birding 14: 41-48, april 1992|

ogy, vocalizations and behaviour between Basra
and Great Reed Warblers. Much of their extensive
knowledge was gathered since 1970 in the species’
eastern African wintering grounds from where it
was described by Hartlaub (1891). It was not until
1920 that the restricted breeding area in the vast
marshlands of Lower Iraq, from around Baghdad
south to Basra, became known.

Migration and moult

Little is known about the species’ migration be-
tween Iraq and Africa. Basra Reed Warbler is still
regarded as a rarity in the Arabian peninsula.
Jennings (1981) was the first to mention the species
as autumn passage migrant in Saudi Arabia, based
on ringing records from Riyadh, Central Province,
during autumn 1975. More recently, in 1987-91,
Basra Reed Warblers were observed on several
occasions in April and August-September in west-
ern Saudi Arabia, at Taifand along the southern Red
Sea coast between Jeddah and Jizan. Seven Basra
Reed Warblers (and 17 Great Reed Warblers) were
also identified in prey remnants collected during
August-September 1987-89 in a breeding colony of
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Occurrence and identification of Basra Reed Warbler in Saudi Arabia

45 Basra Reed Warbler Acrocephalus griseldis, Jubayl,
Saudi Arabia, 15 April 1991 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

Sooty Falcon Falco concolor on some offshore
islands near Al Lith, southern Red Sea (Phillipe
Gaucher pers comm and PS pers obs, cf Gaucher et
al 1988). There exist as yet no records of Basra Reed
Warbler from Bahrain (Erik Hirschfeld pers comm).
Moreover, Richardson (1990) does not include the
species for the United Arab Emirates and neither
has it been recorded in Yemen (Brooks et al 1987).
Hollom et al (1988) do not mention Basra Reed
Warbleratall and, apparently, do not recognize the
species.

The species” movements within Africa are better
understood. Autumn records come from the Sudan
coast (late August to mid-October) and Ethiopia
(September to November). From late October to
early April, it occurs from southern Somalia to
Malawi and Mozambique (Pearson & Backhurst
1976, 1988). The spring records in Saudi Arabia,
including the records of passage migrants in the
Northeastern Province from 15 April to 27 May
1991, fit well into the pattern of occurrence in
eastern Africa. Also, the autumn records in August-
September correspond with the species’ arrival
dates in Sudan and Ethiopia. On 19 and 20 Septem-
ber 1991, PS observed at least three passage mi-

42

grants, both adult and juveniles, at Thumamah
farm, Riyadh. The adult was distinguished from the
juveniles due to its worn plumage. Apparently,
moult takes place soon after arrival in Africa in
September-November, presumably in Ethiopia
(Pearson & Backhurst 1988).

Identification

The following notes on Basra Reed Warbler were
taken from the birds trapped at Jubayl in April-May
1991. Direct comparisons were made with Eastern
Great Reed Warblers A a zarudnyi which were
common and often trapped. A a zarudnyi is, on
average, slightly smaller and has less rufous on the
upperparts and has paler coloured underparts than
Western Great Reed Warblers A a arundinaceus
(Williamson 1974).

Basra Reed Warblers were distinctly smaller than
Great Reed Warbler. Primary projection and pri-
mary spacing did not differ much between the two
species although, on average, primary spacing was
a little more irregular in Basra Reed Warbler. The
tail was more square-ended than in Great Reed
Warbler. The bill was relatively long and remarka-
bly narrow. Usually (but not always), the superci-
lium was longer and more whitish than in Great
Reed Warbler, and especially more conspicuous
above the ear-coverts. The upperparts differed in
having less warm colours and being slightly more
greenish-brown, and the underparts were distinctly
whiter than in Great Reed Warbler. Especially, the
whitish flanks and white undertail-coverts were
quite obviously different from the cream-coloured
flanks and undertail-coverts of Great Reed War-
bler. In general, the plumage colour was much like
that of Eastern Reed Warbler A scirpaceus fuscus.
Furthermore, Basra Reed Warbler lacked the dark
streaks on the throat which were always conspi-
cuous in A a zarudnyi. The tail was darker than in
Great Reed Warbler and the legs were greyer (Great
Reed Warbler often shows pale brownish legs,
especially in A a arundinaceus). On average, Great
Reed Warbler seemed to have a slightly more
conspicuous pale pinkish area on the cutting edges
and the base of the bill than Basra Reed Warbler
(again, this difference might be more obvious in
comparison with A a arundinaceus).

Pearson & Backhurst (1988) showed that be-
tween fresh-plumaged Reed, Great Reed and Basra
Reed Warblers, there is no overlap in the length of
the wing, tail and tarsus, the width of the bill and the
weight. Reed Warbler also differs from Basra Reed
Warbler in, eg, the smaller size, the shorter bill, the
short supercilium (becoming indistinct behind the
eye), and the more brownish colour of the legs.



Occurrence and identitication of Basra Reed Warbler in Saudi Arabia

46 Basra Reed Warbler Acrocephalus griseldis (same bird as in plate 45), Jubayl, Saudi Arabia, 15 April 1991
(Arnoud B van den Berg)

47 Basra Reed Warbler Acrocephalus griseldis, bill showing old fracture at base, Jubayl, Saudi Arabia, 1T May 1991
(Arnoud B van den Berg)
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Occurrence and identification of Basra Reed Warbler in Saudi Arabia

48 Basra Reed Warbler Acrocephalus griseldis, Jubayl, Saudi Arabia, 4 May 1991 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

49 Eastern Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus zarudnyi, Jubayl, Saudi Arabia, 9 April 1991 (Arnoud B
van den Berg)
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Occurrence and identitication of Basra Reed Warbler in Saudi Arabia

50 Eastern Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus zarudnyi, Jubayl, Saudi Arabia, 14 April 1991 (Arnoud
B van den Berg)

51 Eastern Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus fuscus, lubayl, Saudi Arabia, 16 April 1991 (Arnoud B van den Berg)




Occurrence and identification of Basra Reed Warbler in Saudi Arabia

52 Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus, showing damaged tail, southern Red Sea, Saudi Arabia
October 1991 (Peter Symens)

53 Western Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus stentoreus, lsrael, May 1986 (Hadoram Shirihai)
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Clamorous Reed Warbler

In March-June 1991, no wintering or migrating
Clamorous Reed Warblers A stentoreus could be
found in the Northeastern Province. This was sur-
prising since that species has been mentioned as a
common passage migrant and winter bird in the
Gulf area (Hue & Etchecopar 1970, Hollom et al
1988, Richardson 1990). Jennings (1981) has shed
some doubt about the species’ occurrence as pas-
sage migrant in central Saudi Arabia. Because there
were no previous Basra Reed Warbler records from
the Gulf area, one might also wonder whether
some of the Clamorous Reed Warblers reported in
the past in this region actually were misidentified
Basra Reed Warblers.

Like Basra Reed Warbler, Clamorous Reed Warbler
is smaller and longer-billed than Great Reed War-
bler. The bill is simmer than in Great Reed Warbler
but not as narrow as in Basra Reed Warbler. Clamo-
rous Reed Warbler differs from both Basra and
Great Reed Warblers by its short primary projection
(especially in Western Clamorous Reed Warbler
A s stentoreus) and much rounder tail (which is
even more rounded than in Oriental Great Reed
Warbler A orientalis) (Williamson 1974). Eastern
Clamorous Reed Warblers A s brunnescens (which
should winter in the Gulf area) is larger, heavier-
billed and paler than A s stentoreus. Basra Reed
Warbler and A s brunnescens overlap in wing
length but not (or hardly) in length of tail and tarsus
which are much shorter in Basra Reed Warbler
(Williamson 1974). Moreover, Clamorous Reed
Warbler differs from both Basra and Great Reed
Warblers in the wing formula, eg, by having the
emargination on the fourth primary. Clamorous
Reed Warbler also has more brown on the under-
parts than Basra Reed Warbler. It is worth mention-
ing that Clamorous Reed Warbler has a remarkably
variable plumage colour and pattern, especially
noticeable in A s stentoreus some of which may
look completely dark brown (eg, Laird 1992).

Alleged records in Europe

Recently, two alleged Basra Reed Warbler records
for Europa were published: in May-June 1988 in
south-eastern Bayern, Germany (Reichholf 1989);
andinJune 1988 at Neusiedlersee, Austria (Schmidt
1991). The German bird had not been photo-
graphed and the description is quite incomplete.
Compared with Schmidt’s published colour photo-
graphs, Basra Reed Warbler should have, eg, an un-
streaked whitish breast, less warm brown upperparts,
much whiter underparts (especially on the under-
tail-coverts) and greyer legs.
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Samenvatting

VOORKOMEN N HERKENNING VAN BASRA-KARIKIET I
Saupiarasli - Gedurende de voorjaarstrek in april-mei
1991 werden voor heteerst Basra-karekieten Acrocephalus
griseldisvastgesteld in de Noordoostprovincie van Saudi-
arabié. Deze soort is een endeem van Zuid-Irak (tussen
en rond de steden Baghdad en Basra) en overwintert in
Oostafrika. Er was slechts een handvol eerdere waarne-
mingen van deze soort op het Arabische schiereiland
(alle in Centraal en West-Saudiarabié).

Tussen 1959 en 1988 werd deze soort veelal als
conspecifiek heschouwd met Grote Karekiet A arundina-
ceus waarmee hij in vleugelformule overeenkomt. Er
worden morfologische verschillen genoemd met de
Qostelijke Grote Karekiet A a zarudnyi (die van de
Westelijke Grote Karekiet A a arundinaceus onder meer
verschilt door kleiner formaat, minder roodbruin op
boven- en meer wit op onderzijde). De belangrijkste
verschillen zijn het opvallend kleinere formaat (er is geen
overlap in vleugel-, staart- en tarsuslengte), de relatief
lange en opmerkelijk slanke snavel, de duidelijkere
lange witachtige wenkbrauwstreep, de kouder getinte
bovenzijde, de wittere onderzijde (vooral op de onder-
staartdekveren), het ontbreken van streepjes op de keel,
de donkerdere, meer rechthoekige staart en de grijzere
poten. Er wordt verondersteld dat de Basra-karekiet niet
alleen met Grote Karekiet maar ook met Indisc he Karekiet
A stentoreus is te verwarren. Basra-karekiet is van Indi-
sche Karekiet behalve door de wittere onderdelen onder
meer te onderscheiden door de slankere snavel en ver-
schillen in vleugel- en staartformules die bij de Indische
Karekiet onder meer resulteren in een kortere handpen-
projectie (vooral bij de Westelijke Indische Karekiet A s
stentoreus) en een aanzienlijk rondere staart. De Ooste-
lijke Kleine Karekiet A scirpaceus fuscus heeft ongeveer
dezelfde kleur als Basra-karekiet maar verschilt door
klein formaat (er is geen overlap in vleugel-, staart- en tar-
suslengte), korte snavel, minder grijze poten en minder
opvallende wenkbrauwstreep.

Twee recentelijk geclaimde gevallen van Basra-kare-
kiet in Europa, in Zuidoost-Beieren, Duitsland, en in
Neusiedlersee, Oostenrijk, blijken onvoldoende gedo-
cumenteerd of onjuist gedetermineerd.
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Wagtails of Taimyr peninsula

Recently, | had the opportunity to make obser-
vations of the plumages of wagtails Motacilla oc-
curring on the Taimyr peninsula, northern-central
Siberia, Russia. The following notes are mainly
based on observations in June-August 1990 (Kha-
tanga, Logata river, mouth of the Taimyra river,
Dikson) and June-August 1991 (Khatanga, lower
Bolshaia Balakhnia river, Preobrajenia island),
complemented by discussions with Russian collea-
gues, particularly Pavel S Tomkovich.

Yellow Wagtail Breeding of Yellow Wagtail M
flava is limited to the southernmost part of the
tundra where forest tundra and southern shrub
tundra meet (see Chernov 1985 for a character-
ization of ecological subzones), and the pairs ob-
served at Khatanga (72°N) could have been at the
northern limitof the species’ breeding range. Stragg-
lers occasionally reach higher latitudes such as
Dikson (73:40 N) on the west coast (18 and 27 June
1982; Tomkovich & Vronski 1988), and the lower
Bolshaia Balakhnia river (73:36 N) (late June 1991)
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and Preobrajenia island (74:40 N) on the east coast
(early August 1991) (11 Chupin & AV Filchagov pers
comm). The local subspecies is M f thunbergi but
three males in a group of migrants at Khatanga on
10-11 June 1991 were very similar to M f flava
(except for the incomplete supercilium in one
individual) and were thought to be either this
subspecies or the sibling Kamchatka Wagtail M f si-
millima. Kees Roselaar (in litt), however, has
commented that they were more probably thunber-
gi-beema intergrades.

Citrine Wagtail The breeding range of Citrine
Wagtail M citreola within Taimyr is probably simi-
lar to that of Yellow Wagtail and certainly does not
extend as far to the north as mapped in Cramp
(1988); a straggler near the Bolshaia Balakhnia river
in mid-June 1991 is the only record north of 73°N
that | know of. Males of the northern subspecies M
c citreola are usually said to have a bright yellow
head and underparts except for the paler undertail-
coverts (eg, Cramp 1988) but 10s of migrants
observed on 9-11 June 1991 near Khatanga show-
ed strikingly different characters. All of them appa-

|Dutch Birding 14: 48-52, april 1992



rently had a white lower belly (from about the
thighs) and undertail-coverts, without any yellow-
ish wash visible in the field. Their head pattern was
very variable with the black hindneck sometimes
extending to the crown up to eye-level in some
individuals, and a black crown separated from the
hindneck by a thin yellow band in one bird. Some
had a few small brownish or dark olive feathers on
the ear-coverts, giving a mottled effect. From all
other plumage characters and structure, these birds
were obviously pure Citrine Wagtails and not Ci-
trine x Yellow Wagtail hybrids. Pavel S Tomkovich
(pers comm) confirmed that the species” head pat-
tern is far more variable than depicted in the
western literature, Kees Roselaar (in litt) comment-
ed that the presence of a white lower belly seems
very exceptional and interesting; the described
variable head patterns are not uncommon and also
found in more westerly populations, especially in
second-calendar year birds but also in some adults.

White Wagtail Taking advantage of human set-
tlements, White Wagtail M alba breeds further
north than the two former species. It reaches the
Dikson area in the west (Tomkovich & Vronski
1988), Malaja Logata (73:24 N) in central Taimyr,
and the lower Bolshata Balakhnia river on the east
coast. Two birds have been observed on the lower
Taimyra river (76:06 N) in early August 1990 but
breeding was not suspected there and these obser-
vations probably refer to post-breeding dispersal.
Taimyr is an intergradation zone between the

Pierre Yésou,

Nearctic gull species in Senegal
and The Gambia

In their very interesting article, Hoogendoorn &
Steinhaus (1990) presented a survey of the occur-
rence of Laughing Larus atricilla, Franklin's [ pipix-
can, Bonaparte’s L philadelphia and Ring-billed
Gulls L delawarensis in the Western Palearctic. As
Senegal and The Gambia are situated close to this
region, we consider it of interest to summarize the
records of these four Nearctic gull species in these
western African countries.

Laughing Gull (five records) April 1981, Banjul,
The Gambia, two (Urban etal 1986); 29 May 1983,
lle aux Oiseaux, Parc National du Sine-Saloum,
Senegal, possibly this species, probably adult,
apparently paired with Grey-headed Gull L cirro-
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subspecies M a dukhunensis and M a ocularis. All
breeders had broad white tips to the median and
greater upperwing-coverts, a character showed by
both subspecies, and the black eye-stripe typical of
M a ocularis. Mantle colouris highly variable, rang-
ing from very pale grey (paler than M a alba) to very
dark grey (recalling a female of Pied Wagtail M a
varrelliiy with any intermediate. The pattern of
black on crown and throat is also variable, joining
at the hindneck in some males. Two birds seen by
I 1 Chupin, V | Grabovski and myself on 15 June
1991 on the lower Bolshaia Balakhnia river had no
eye-stripe, a medium-grey mantle and a limited
white fringe on the upperwing-coverts, looking
very like M a alba, and were considered as displa-
ced migrants from the western part of the M a alba-
dukhunensis cline.

These observations were part of a co-operation
scheme between the ‘Office National de la Chasse’
{Ministry of Environment, France) and the Institute
of Evolutionary Marphology and Animal Ecology
{Academy of Sciences), Moscow, Russia. | am
grateful to Kees Roselaar for his comments,
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cephalus (Erard et al 1984); 5 December 1983,
Bund Road, The Gambia, adult (Gambia Ornitho-
logical Society 1986); 27 February 1984, Banjul,
The Gambia, first-winter (Gambia Ornithological
Society 1986); 18 March 1985, Parc National du
Sine-Saloum, Senegal, adult (Dupuy 1985).

Franklin’s Gull (six records) 29 May 1983, lle aux
Oiseaux, Parc National du Sine-Saloum, Senegal,
adult, paired with Grey-headed Gull, sitting on nest
(Erard et al 1984); 1-2 February 1984, Bund Road,
The Gambia (Gambia Ornithological Society 1986);
17 January 1986, lle de Gorée, Dakar, Senegal,
first-winter (F Baillon); 24 April 1986, lle aux Oi-
seaux, Parc National du Sine-Saloum, Senegal,
adult (C Devisse); 3 December 1988, plage de
Hann, Dakar, Senegal, adult (] ] Blanchon, P |
Dubois, ] P Pillion); 18 February 1991, plage de

49



Mededelingen

54 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis, adult-winter,
Palmarin, Sine-Saloum, Senegal, 12 October 1985 (Fran-
cois Baillon)

Hann, Dakar, Senegal, first-winter (P ] Dubois, P Le
Maréchal et al).

Bonaparte’s Gull (one record) 8 January 1986,
Parc National du Djoudj, Senegal, adult-winter (F
Baillon) (description available). This was the first
record for Africa and was accepted by the ‘Office
de la Recherche Scientifique et Technique Outre-
Mer (ORSTOM)".

Ring-billed Gull (one record) 12 October 1985,
Palmarin, Sine-Saloum, Senegal, adult-winter (F
Baillon) (plate 55). This was the first record for
continental Africa outside Morocco (with four records
up to 1987, cf Hoogendoorn & Steinhaus 1990).

We do not discuss the various explanations de-
veloped by Hoogendoorn & Steinhaus (1990) about
the presence of these species on this side of the
Atlantic Ocean with which we quite agree. Interest-
ingly, a significant proportion (c 35%) of the Nearc-
tic gulls observed in Senegal and The Gambia were
recorded in spring (when many regularly wintering
Palearctic gulls such as Lesser Black-backed L
fuscus and Black-headed Gulls L ridibundus have
left the region). This temporal pattern suggests that
at least some of them may have reached Africa via
South America rather than through Europe as was
also noted for Laughing and Franklin’s Gulls by
Hoogendoorn & Steinhaus (1990).
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Kleine Geelpootruiter bij Flaauwers-
inlaag in oktober 1991

Op 7 oktober 1991, de tweede dag van een weekje
vogelen in Zeeland, vertrokken we op een mooie,
zonnige en vrijwel windstille nazomerdag vanuit
ons vakantieadres te Renesse. We waren van plan
om de slikken en inlagen van Schouwen-Duive-
land af te zoeken waarbij we speciaal aandachtaan
steltlopers wilden besteden. Om 10:00 waren we
ter hoogte van de Flaauwersinlaag en bekeken
vanaf de Boogaardweg foeragerende Bonte Strand-
lopers Calidris alpina in de naastliggende brede,
ondiepe en slikkige sloot.

Onze aandacht werd getrokken door een ruiter
Tringa op de achtergrond met ongeveer het postuur
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van een Tureluur T totanus. We stelden een tele-
scoop op en de eerste kenmerken die ons opvielen
waren de dunne rechte, zwarte snavel en de oker-
gele poten. ‘Misschien wel een geelpootruiter’ was
onze eerste gedachte. Snel haalden we er wat
veldgidsen bij en noteerden we zoveel mogelijk
kenmerken. Alles klopte perfect met een adulte
Kleine Geelpootruiter T flavipes in winterkleed.
Onmiddellijk gaven we de waarneming door
waarop Guus Hak snel ter plaatse was en de de-
terminatie bevestigde. Tevens heeft hij de vogel
van een afstand van ¢ 25 m kunnen fotograferen,
zowel foeragerend als in de vlucht, waarbij de
ongestreepte vleugels en de recht afgesneden witte
stuit goed konden worden vastgelegd. Nadien werd
de vogel nog tot 11 oktober 1991 waargenomen.



GROOTTE & BOUW lets kleiner dan aanwezige Ture-
luurs, slanker van postuur maar met langere poten en hals
waardoor totale hoogte in zit gelijk. Voorhootd steil
oplopend. Dunne rechte snavel iets langer dan kop.
Vleugelpunten voorbij staart stekend. In viucht poten
duidelijk buiten staart uitstekend.

KOP & HALS Kin en keel wit. Korte witte wenkbrauw-
streep vanaf snavelbasis tot net voorbij oog. Teugel
donker. Oogring wit. Kruin, achterhoofd, achterhals,
oorstreek en zijhals grijsbruin met vage donkergrijze
streepjes.

BOVENDELEN  Mantel meer grijs dan bruin, vrij egaal,
lichter dan vleugels. Kleine en middelste vleugeldek-
veren grijsbruin met vage witte spikkels. Grote dekveren
en tertials meer bruin dan grijshbruin en op tertials witte
dwarsstreepjes.

ONDERDELEN  Zijhals en borst met vage fijne, grijs-
bruine streepjes op vuilwitte ondergrond. Flank, buik en
anaalstreek wit en ongestreept.

STAART Wit met dunne lichtbruine dwarsbandjes en
bruin eindbandje.

INVLUCHT  Bovenzijde vanvleugel egaal bruingrijs met
opvallende donkerbruine handpennen. Geen streping
op bovenvleugel. Onderzijde van vleugel vuilwit, Op-
vallende witte stuit, niet in witte ‘sigaar” uitlopend op rug
maar recht afgesneden.

NAAKTE DELEN Snavel zwart mel grijzige basis. Oog
zwart. Poot okergeel.

GEDRAG  Foeragerend langs slikkige slootzijde, regel-
matig tot aan buik in water lopend. Soms hals uitrekkend
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en wippend met lichaam. Veel minder schuw dan aan-
wezige Bonte Strandlopers en Tureluurs. Bij poetsen van
verenkleed in tegenstelling tot andere aanwezige ruiter-
achtigen steeds snavelpunt in water dopend alvorens
deze tussen veren te steken

Een Kleine Geelpootruiter is te herkennen aan de
fijne rechte zwarte snavel, de lange gele poten en
de sierlijke slanke bouw en de grootte van een
Tureluur. Een Grote Geelpootruiter T melanoleuca
is duidelijk groter en heeft een veel dikkere, langere
en iets opgewipte snavel, en lijkt op het eerste
gezicht meer op een Groenpootruiter T nebularia.
Een Bosruiter T glareola is kleiner met een kortere
snavel, kortere, meer groengele poten en een meer
bruinachtige rug en vleugelpartij. Zowel bij de
Grote Geelpootruiter als bij de Bosruiter steekt de
vleugel niet voorbij de staart. De vrijwel egaal
grijze mantel, de fijne witte bandering op de ran-
denvandetertials ende grote en kleine vleugeldek-
veren duiden op een adulte vogel in winterkleed.
Vogels in eerste winterkleed hebben aan de randen
van de tertials en grote vleugeldekveren grote drie-
hoekige geelbruine vlekken (‘notches’). Ook de
lengte van de grote dekveren, die zelfs enigszins
afhangen, duiden op een adulte vogel.

De waarneming van deze Kleine Geelpootruiter

55 Kleine Geelpootruiter Tringa flavipes, adult winter, nabij Flaauwersinlaag, Zeeland, oktober 1991 (Hans Gebuis)
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vormde het tweede geval voor Nederland. De eer-
ste betrof een eerste-winter vogel bij Oosterland,
Zeeland (15 km ten oosten van de Flaauwersin-
laag), op 18 november 1979 (Harmsen 1989).

Summary

Lesser YerLowieas Near FraauwersiNiAAG In OcCTOBER
1991 From 7 to 11 October 1991, an adult Lesser
Yellowlegs Tringa tlavipes in winter plumage was ob-
served near the Flaauwersinlaag, Zeeland. The bird was
foraging in a shallow muddy ditch. It was identified by its

size (slightly smaller than Redshank T totanus), the fine
straight black bill, the long yellow legs (projecting be-
yond the tail in flight), the long wings (clearly projecting
beyond the tail), the unmarked upperwing and the white
square-cut rump. This is the second record of Lesser
Yellowlegs for the Netherlands. The first concerned a
first-winter bird near Oosterland, Zeeland, on 18 No-
vember 1979.

Verwijzing
Harmsen, H H 1989. Kleine Geelpootruiter bij Qoster-
land in november 1979. Dutch Birding 11: 1-4.

Aad van der Spek & Vincent van der Spek, Dasseburcht 39, 3892 WC Zeewolde, Nederland

Brieven

Gekleurringde Zeearend op Texel in
?ug(;lstus 1991 afkomstig uit Duits-
an

Van 1 tot 29 augustus 1991 verbleef een (oranje)
gekleurringde onvolwassen Zeearend Haliaeetus
albicilla op Texel, Noordholland. In ‘Recente
meldingen” werd vermeld dat de vogel van Britse
herkomst zou zijn (Dutch Birding 13: 191, 1991).
Deze herkomst werd vervolgens overgenomen in
Birding World (4: 270, 1991).

Inmiddels is echter gebleken dat de vogel werd
geringd in Sleeswijk-Holstein, Duitsland (Vogels
66: 253, 1991). Eerdere waarnemingen in Neder-
land van gekleurringde Zeearenden hadden be-
trekking op vogels geringd in (eveneens) Sleeswijk-

Holstein (Dutch Birding 2: 10, 1980) en Finland
(Dutch Birding 12: 93, plaat 72, 1990).

Summary

CoLOUR-RINGED WHITE-TAILED EAGLE ON TEXEL IN AUGUST
1991 oriGiNaTED FROM Girmany From 1 to 29 August
1991, an (orange) colour-ringed immature White-tailed
Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla stayed on Texel, Noordhol-
land, and was reported to originate from Britain (Dutch
Birding 13: 191, 1991). This origin was subsequently
published in Birding World (4: 270, 1991). However, it
recently appeared that the bird was ringed in Schleswig-
Holstein, Germany (Vogels 66: 253, 1991). Other re-
cords in the Netherlands of colour-ringed White-tailed
Eagles include birds ringed in Schleswig-Holstein, Ger-
many (Dutch Birding 2: 10, 1980), and Finland (Dutch
Birding 12: 93, plate 72, 1990).

Redactie van Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam, Nederland

Alleged Ring-necked x Tufted Duck
hybrid at Goedereede in January 1991

Dirk Moerbeek (pers comm) has commented on the
alleged first-year male Ring-necked x Tufted Duck
Aythya collarisx fuligulahybrid in Elsermans (1991).
He is of the opinion that the whitish subterminal
band contrasting with the dark grey bill (plate 168)
does not eliminate a first-year male Tufted Duck.

We agree with this. As also the paler base of the bill
can not be seen convincingly on the five slides
taken from this bird, we consider it safer to assume
that the duck is not a hybrid but a Tufted Duck.
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