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Birding in The Gambia

Roy de Haas & Anja Nusse

More than 560 species of birds have been
recorded in The Gambia, many of which
are scarce and rare western African species.
Situated at a latitude between 13° and 147 N,
this smallest country of Africa, in the extreme
western part of the continent at the Atlantic
Ocean, is bounded on three sides by Senegal.
The country covers only 10 360 km? (about 1/3
of the Netherlands) and is slightly over 300 km
long by 50 km at its widest point. The Gambia is
named after the river Gambia which divides it in
two parts and which is responsible for the fact
that 30% of its territory is covered with man-
groves. The population is ¢ 1 million and the ca-
pital is Banjul, situated at the mouth of the river
Gambia in the west. The Gambia is a former
British colony and since its independence in
1965 the majority of visiting birders are still
British. In 1994, a military coup took place and
the British Ministry of Foreign Affairs advised
against travelling to The Gambia. At the begin-
ning of 1995, this advice was withdrawn bul,
until now, this did not result in an increase of
visiting birders (and tourists) from Britain. A visa
is not required (but yvou do need a visa for Sene-
gal il you would like to combine The Gambia
with Senegal) and the language spoken is predo-
minantly English.

During 1995, vaccination against yellow fever
and jaundice was obligatory and tablets against
malaria were needed but it is strongly advised to
check the actual situation when planning a trip.

The climate is subtropical and seasonal. The
dry season is from October to June, when a
north-easterly Saharan wind predominates. This
time of year is particularly interesting for migrat-
ing and wintering raptors, waders and terns,
along with many other overwintering birds from
Europe and other parts of Africa. A clear blue sky
and a temperature of around 25° C also provide
ideal conditions for seawatching (and swim-
ming!). The wet season (the Guinea Monsoon) is
from July to September, during which south-
westerly winds bring humid air. Fortunately, maost
of the rain falls during the night. In this season,
many birds are in full summer plumage.

[Puteh Birding 18: 5350, april 1996]

Transport and accommodation

The cheapest way to fly to The Gambia is with a
charter from Britain (¢ NLG 550 for a return tick-
et: NLG 1 = ¢ GBP 0.39, mean exchange rate in
May 1996). Organized through Aquasun, accom-
maodation in 1995 for a period of 15 days costed
NLG 1300 per person for a comiortable bunga-
low or apartment (take a room with air-condi-
tioning!). As mast of the hotels and apartments
are situated along the coast and because of the
low numbers of tourists, there is ample opportu-
nity 1o tind accommodation on vour own (prices
varying from NLG 15-200 per room/day). Further
inland, it is more difficult to find something, suit-
able. There are no camping facilities and camp-
ing in the apen is not recommended

Since the roads are in very bad condition and
petrol is hard 1o obtain, car hire is also not re-
commended. The casiest way 1o travel is by
public transport, and near the coast travelling by
bus is a cheap way to visilt the mosl interesting,
places. In addition, most of the cars have yellow
number plates and so are licensed as taxis. For
just NLG 0.70 one can travel up to 10 km. Some
knowledge of the available connections is neces-
sary to pet transterred from one place to another
so il is advisable to get information about this
from local people. It you are willing to pay a lit-
tle more for transport, the best thing to do is to
hire a car with a driver for a couple of days. This
will cost ¢ NLG 100 a day, including petrol. The
driver during our trip in 1994, Wally M Faal, also
acted as guide and interpreter and was well-
informed about the best birding areas and birds.
His address appears in the information-box at the
end of this paper.

Especially along the coast, there are several
‘birdguides’, all of whom profess to know where
to find rarities! Naturally, there are some good
guides amongst them. One of the best is Lamin
Sidibeh, who can show vou the latest known
arcas for owls, nightjars and rare species as
White-backed Night Heron Gorsachius leucono-
tus, Giant Kinglisher Megacervle maxima and the
specialities of the Abuko Nature Reserve. The
cost of Lamin’s services is negotiable (we paid
NLG 25 tor a morning). Another good guide is

w1
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42 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater / Zwaluwstaartbijeneter Merops hirundineus, Casino Cycle Track, Serrekunda, The

Gambia, 6 March 1995 (Roy de Haas) 43 Palm-nut Vulture / Palmgier Gypohierax angolensis, Casino Cycle Track,

Serrekunda, The Gambia, 27 February 1995 (Roy de Haas) 44 Black Eg Zwarte Reigers Egretta ardesiaca, Casino
Cycle Track, Serrekunda, The Gambia, 27 February 1995 (Roy de Haas)
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45 Giant Kingfisher / Afrikaanse Reuzenijsvogel Megacervle max Ahuko, The Gambia, 24 lanuary 1989

/ 3
(Dirk de Moes)

46 Fpyptian Plover / Krokodilwachter Pluvianus aegyptius, Parc National du Niokolo Koba, Sene , 7 February 1989
(Dirk de Moes)
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47 Swamp Alseonax / Moerasvliegenvanger Muscicapa aquatica, Jakhaly, The Gambia, 5 March 1995 (Roy de
Haas) 48 Senegal Coucal / Senegalese Spoorkoekoek Centropus senegalensis, Abuko, The Gambia, 7 March 1995
(Roy de Haas) 49-50 Red-throated Bee-eaters / Roodkeelbijeneters Merops bulocki, Basse, The Gambia, 3 March
1995 (Roy de Haas) 51 Western Bluebill / Roodborstblauwsnavel Spermophaga haematina, Abuko, The Gambia, 7

<, Serrekunda, The

March 1995 (Roy de Haas) 52 Black Fgret / Zwarte Reiger Fgretta ardesiaca, Casino Cycle Track
Gambia, 27 February 1995 (Roy de Haas)



Clive Barlow, co-leader of a professional organi-
zation, Birds ot the Gambia Co Ltd, and so are
the puides associated with his company.

Best birding areas

Abuko Nature Reserve

This is the only readily accessible riverine farest
in The Gambia. Established in 1967 as a Nature
Reserve, Abuko is one of the most important
areas in The Gambia. It is located ¢ 20 km south-
west of Banjul. More than 260 species of birds
have been recorded so far, some of which are
found nowhere else in The Gambia. Since the
best time for birding in hot, sunny countries are
the first hours of the day, it is a pity that the
opening time of the park is 08:00. A trail passes
through all the habitats in the reserve. Especially
the areas of water altract a wide variety of birds.
Crocodile Pool is the largest pool and there is a
chance of seeing Black Heron Fgrelta ardesiaca,
the very scarce White-backed Night Heron,
Giant Kingfisher, Black Crake Amaurornis flaviro-
stra and the rare African Crake Crecopsis egregia.

There are good photographic opportunities.
Two hides, one public and one private, are made
especially for close observation and photogra-
phy. The private photo hide has to be booked in
advance (just write for reservations to the reserve
in Lamin); we used the hide for half a day.

At least two days in Abuko are needed to in-
crease the chance ol seeing rarilies as Red-thigh-
ed Sparrowhawk Accipiter ervthropus, White-
spotted  Flufftail ~ Sarothrura  pulchra,  Guinea
Turaco Tauraco persa, Spotted Honeyguide (ndi-
cator maculatus, Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis
flavida and Western Bluebill Spermophaga hae-
matina. The reserve is not only good for birds but
also for reptiles (eg, Nile Crocodile, Nile Monitor
and Black Cobra) and mammals (eg, Green
Vervet Monkey, Western Red Colobus Monkey,
Red Monkey, African Civet and Serval).

Kotu stream and ponds, Fajara Golf Course and
Casino Cvcle Track

Directly behind all the major coastal hotels and
easily accessible by 100t is a very interesting area
of rice fields, oil palms, mangroves and small
patches of riverine torest. One can spend days
here and discover new species every day. In win-
ter, White-backed Night Heron is possible in the
mangroves near the Fajara Golf Course. Red-
necked Falcon  Falco  chicquera,  Long-tailed
Nightjar Caprimulgus climacurus, Standard-wing-
ed Nightjar Macrodipteryx  longipennis  (both

Birding in The Gambia

nightjars occur in the dunes near Hotel Palma
Rima), Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundi-
neus, four species of rollers Coracias, Bearded
Barbet Lybius dubius and Vieillot's Barbet [ vierl-
loti can all be found here and observed very
well. During migration, more than 20 species of
waders are possible.

Tendaba

Tendaba Bush Camp (near the small village of
lendaba) is located ¢ 150 km inland, near the
river Gambia. By African standards, accommo-
dation is rather expensive here. Normal rooms
cost NLG 60 per night. They are rather basic, but
the VIP-rooms have a fan. The scrub, air strip
and mangroves hold some spectacular species. A
boat trip can be arranged into the mangroves.
After two attempts, we were lucky enough to
encounter the elusive African Fintoot  Podica
senegalensis just after high tide. Goliath Heron
Ardea goliath, White-throated Bece-eater M albi-
collis, Mouse-brown Sunbird Anthreptes gaboni-
cus and Blue Flvcatcher Elminia longicauda also
occur in the mangroves. The nearby air strip is
the best place in The Gambia to find Abyssinian
Ground Hornbill Bucorvus abyssinicus and in
the scrub Northern  Anteater Chat Myvrmeco-
cichla aethiops and Cut-throat Amadina fasciata
can be found.

Georgetown

Georgetown is situated ¢ 250 km inland. Baobo-
long Camp is a nice place to stay for one or two
nights. Reasonably priced (room NLG 30 per
night, dinner NLG 10 per person), it can be used
as a base from where to visit Jakhaly Swamp
(Black Crake and Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus)
and the dry area on the northern bank of the river,
or to take a boal trip. You also may see Beau-
douin’s Short-toed Fagle Circactus beaudouini,
African Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus spilogaster, Ori-
ole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps, Swamp Alseo-
nax Muscicapa aquatica and the rare and local
Chestnut-crowned Sparrow Weaver Plocepasser
superciliosus.

Basse

In the extreme east of The Gambia lies Basse,
one of the easiest places in Africa to see the
highly sought-after Egyptian Plover Pluvianus ac-
gyplius. Between November and late January,
often maore than one of these ‘jewels of the Nile’
trequent the banks of the river near the ferry. In
the scrub area, good views ol Stone Partridge
Ptilopachus  petrosus,  Red-throated  Bee-eater



Birding in The Gambia

M bulocki and Northern Carmine Bee-eater
M nubicus can be obtained. A cheap and clean
hotel is Jem Hotel (room NLG 20 per night).

If there is still some time left, there are several
good areas worth a quick check on your way
back to the coast: Pirang (Black Crowned Crane
Balearica pavonina) and Yundum (Temminck’s
Courser Cursorius temminckii, Yellow Penduline
Tit Anthoscopus parvulus and White-fronted
Black Chat M albifrons) make extended visits
worth while. In addition, some fine patches of
forest near the coast can be rewarding, as well as
Barra and Essau, opposite Banjul.

The Gambia is a perfect western African
country for a 14-day visit. With the forthcoming

Birds of The Gambia - a field guide by Tim
‘acher, Clive Barlow and Tony Disley, there will
also be a good field guide for this area.

Samenvatting

VOGELEN IN GAamBIA  In Gambia, een klein langgerekt
land gelegen aan de westkust van Afrika en aan drie
zijden omgeven door Senegal, zijn meer dan 560 voge-
sloorten vastgesteld, waaronder vele van de schaarse of
zeldzame West-Afrikaanse soorten. Fen aantal van de
beste vogelgebieden worden kort besproken, waaron-
der Abuko in het westen, Tendaba (150 km naar het
oosten), Georgetown (250 km naar het oosten), waar-
vandaan Jakhaly Swamp bezocht kan worden, en Basse
in het uiterste oosten van Gambia, Behalve informatie
aver de te verwachten vogels worden ook tips gegeven
over accommaodatie en transport.

Roy de Haas , Symfoniestraat 21, 1312 ET Almere, Netherlands
Anja Nusse, Symfoniestraat 21, 1312 ET Almere, Netherlands
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Large numbers of Relict Gulls
on Happy Island, China,
in August-September 1994

Felix Heintzenberg & lochen Dierschke

Privr to the discovery of the first breeding
colony in Kazakhstan in 1969 (Auezov
1971), Relict Gull Larus relictus had been known
as L melanocephalus relictus from a single speci-
men collected in 1929 (for a review see Kitson
1980). Seven colonies totalling less than 4000
pairs are now known to exist, following further
discoveries of breeding sites in Kazakhstan,
Mongolia and China (Duff et al 1991). Never-
theless, this remains one of the most poaorly
known gull species. Its migration routes and
wintering grounds, for example, have yet to be
described.

Over the years, small numbers have been
observed in autumn and winter at several sites in
Hebei  Province, China, and South Korea,
suggesting that the wintering areas may lie
somewhere in Southeast Asia (Bakewell et al
1989). Maximum counts in these regions are
given in table 1.

From 30 August to 15 September 1994, we
visited Happy Island (in Chinese: Kwaile Dao,
37:32 N, 118:33 E), one of several small islands
in the Gulr of Bohai just off the Daquing He es-
tuary, Hebei Province. The higher parts of the
extensive tidal flats at the south-western tip of the

island were used as a high-tide roost by large
numbers of waders and gulls. Amongst these
were unexpectedly high numbers of Relict Gulls,
which we were able to view at close ranpe.
Interestingly, up to 68 Saunders's Gulls L saun-
dersi, an even rarer species with an estimated
world population of only 2000 birds (Brazil
1992), were also roosting al the same site.

On 4 August 1994, prior to our arrival,
Richard Johnson and Steve Votier discovered the
tirst Relict Gulls (72 birds) on Happy Island. This
in itseli was a remarkable figure but regular
counts over the following weeks revealed even
ereater numbers, peaking at 865 individuals on
|2 September, shortly before our departure (fig-
ure 1).

Birds which were just over two years old
isecond-summer) and adults were in moull to
adult winter plumage, whereas the birds which
were just over one year old had (nearly) complet-
ed the moult from first-summer 1o second-winter
plumage. Very few first-years were observed.

The Relict Gulls were usually roosting in two
main separate flocks ¢ 500 m apart, one close to
the south-western tip and the other close to the
north-western edge of the tidal flats. They nor-

TABLE 1 Maximum autumn and winter counts of Relict Gull Larus relictus at sites in Hebei Province, China, and
South Korea during 1986-95 / maximale aantallen Relictmecuwen Larus relictus in najaar en winter in Hebei
Provincie, China, en Zuid-Korea in de periode 1986-95

Locality

Date

Beidaihe Sandrlats, Hebei Province, China

25 September 1986
18 October1987

Number Reference

of birds

Williams et al (1992)
Williams et al (1992)

Daquing He estuary (80 km south of Beidaihe)  12-13 November 1990 7 Duff et al (1991}
Luanhe estuary (45 km south of Beidaihe) I Navember 1993 B Hannes Dorrie (pers comm)
Nakdong estuary, South Korea lanuary 1990 40 Duft et al (1991}
March 1990 40 Duft et al 11991)
4 Tebruary 19492 8 Chalmers 119492)
Happy Island, Hebei Province, China 12 September 1994 865 this papor
23 February 1995 8 Ted Hoogendoorn Gn it

Pt Birding 18 5968 gl 199



Large numbers of Relict Gulls on Happy Island, China, in August-September 1994

53 Relict Gulls / Relictmeeuwen Larus relictus, at least one fresh second-winter, at least five moulting from second-summer to
adult-winter, many others moulting from adull-summer to adult-winter, with one Black-headed Gull / Kokmeeuw L ridibundus and

Black-tailed Gulls / Japanse Meeuwen L crassirostris, Happy Island, Hebei, China, September 1994 (Felix Heintzenberg) 54 Relict
Gulls / Relictmeeuwen Larus relictus with Black-headed Gulls / Kokmeeuwen L ridibundus and Black-tailed Gulls / Japanse Meeuwen
L crassirostris, Happy lsland, Hebei, China, September 1994 (Felix Heintzenberg)
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mally showed a distinct preference for the drier,
sandier and more elevated areas. There was little
association between them and the other gull spe-
cies present, the latter choosing muddier areas to
roost. Occasionally, small numbers of Black-tail-
ed [ crassirostris, Vega L vegae and Black-head-
ed Gulls L ridibundus roosted at the edge of the
Relict Gull flocks. Compared with other gulls, a
much greater proportion of birds remained active
at high tide, foraging along the water edge. Dur-
ing our stay, we noted individuals foraging along
the edges of mudflats off most parts of the islands
but the majority of birds usually foraged in the
vicinity of the roosts. The complete inundation of
the roosting sites by unusually high tides forced
most other gulls and waders 1o move to adjacent
fishponds. In contrast, the Relict Gulls seemed
unaffected by this flooding and chose to remain
afloat over their regular roosting areas.

The numbers of Relict Gulls on Happy Island
in August-September 1994 are by far the highest
recorded to date away from the breeding
grounds. It is quite passible that even more were
present in the general area at the time, as con-
siderable numbers of unidentified gulls were vis-
ible in the distance around the neighbouring
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FIGURE 1

Number of Relict Gulls Larus relictus during 11 counts on Happy Island

islands. Unfortunately, we had no means of
transport to reach these. As regular counts be-
tween August and mid-September resulted in
ever increasing figures, it is possible that the
numbers continued to increase after our depar-
ture. In any case, the flocks in mid-September
represented a significant proportion of the esti-
mated world population. This site, therefore,
appears to be important for this rare Eastern
Palearctic gull, at least as a post-breeding moult-
ing area.

The southern part of the Gulf of Bohai usually
does not freeze in winter (Duff et al 1991), so the
vicinity of Happy Island may also be an im-
portant wintering ground. The observation of 100
Relict Gulls close to a breeding site in the Ordos
Desert, Inner Maoangolia, China, in November
1989 (Zhang et al 1991) suggests, however, that
at least a portion may winter in inland areas.

According to Zhang & He (1993), birds leave
the breeding colonies between June and late
Augusl, when the last juveniles fledge. The very
low proportion of first-years recorded on Happy
Island up to mid-September 1994 may be caused
by one or more factors, such as low breeding
success that year, later departure of juveniles

e 10

September

20

Hebei Province, China

hetween 4 August and 14 September 1994 / aantal Relictmeeuwen Larus relictus tijdens 11 tellingen op Happy
Island, Hebei Provincie, China, tussen 4 augustus en 14 september 1994
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55 Relict Gull / Relictmeeuw Larus relictus, fresh second-winter (outer primary not yet fully grown), Happy lsland,

Hebei, China, September 1994 (Felix Heintzenberg)
56 Relict Gulls

Note greenish bill with black tip and primary pattern
Relictmeeuwen Larus relictus, fresh second-winter (left) and adult-summer moulting to adult-win
ter, Happy Island, Hebei, China, September 1994 (Felix Heintzenberg) 57 Relict Gull
second-winter, Happy Island, Hebei, China, September 1994 (Felix Heintzenberg) 58 Relict Gull

Relictmeeuw Larus relictus
Relictmeeuw

Larus relictus, moulting from second-summer to adult-winter, Happy Island, Hebei, China, September 1994 (Felix
Heintzenberg)

from the breeding areas or different migration
routes and wintering areas of this age group.
Only two previous records of second-winter
Relict Gulls are known to us. Single birds con-
sidered to have been of this plumage-type were
seen at Beidaihe Sandflats on 17 October 1987
(Bakewell et al 1989) and at the Luanhe estuary
on 1 November 1993 (Hannes Dorrie pers comm).
As the species appears superficially quite similar
to Common Gull L canus in this plumage (cf Ken-
nerley 1990, 1991), it is possible that they have
been overlooked in the past. A further expla-
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nation for this lack of records could be a strong
tendency in second-year birds to remain on their
wintering grounds, which are as yet unknown.
More complete surveys in the Gulf of Bohai
are required, particularly in the vicinity of Happy
Island in autumn and winter, in order to establish
the full importance of this region for the species.
We wish to thank Indira Banner, Jim Gillan,
Richard Johnson and Steve Votier for allowing us
to use their data and for their most enjoyable
company on Happy Island. Mrs Xiahong Xu from
the Jinshan Hotel in Beidaihe kindly organized
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our trip to Happy Island and Hannes Ddarrie
provided details of the 1993 observation at the
Luanhe estuary. Thanks to Dave Mc Adams for
commenting on the paper and to Volker
Dierschke for producing a final graph.
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Kleine Topper in Zeeland in winter en

voorjaar 1994/95

Jan Goedbloed & Rob Sponselee

p 21 november 1994 ontdekte Jan Goed-

bloed om 15:30 in de vest van Veere,
Walcheren, Zeeland, een duikeend die ken-
merken vertoonde van een mannetje Kleine
Topper Aythya affinis. De vogel zwom in een
groep met enige 100en Kuifeenden A tuligula en
enkele 10-tallen Tafeleenden A ferina. Omdat
hybriden van duikeenden sterk op een Kleine
Topper kunnen lijken, was voorzichtigheid gebo-
den, temeer omdat kort tevoren een hybride
Kuifeend x Tafeleend in de nabijgelegen Veerse
Kreken was gesignaleerd. Fen doorslaggevend
kenmerk, de vleugeltekening, werd helaas niet
waargenomen, zodat de determinatie niet voor
100% kon worden afgerond. De kenmerken die
wel werden waargenomen, zoals een paarse
gloed op de kop, gele iris, egaal blauwgrijze sna-
vel met kleine zwarte nagel, bultje op het achter-

[Dute b Birding 18. 6169 april 1996

hoofd en golflijntjes op de mantel, waren echter
overluigend genoeg om andere Walcherse voge-
laars te waarschuwen. Na 21 november werd er
bijna dagelijks gezocht. De eend werd weliswaar
nog twee keer gezien, maar op grote afstand en
onder slechte lichtomstandigheden.

Op 2 december vond Rob Sponselee rond
12:30 de vogel op dezelide plek terug. Het was
rustig en zonnig weer en alle bovengenoemde
kenmerken konden worden waargenomen terwijl
de vogel zwom en dook op een afstand van ¢ 50
m. RS zag bovendien dat de witte baan op de
armpennen abrupt overging in grijs op de hand-
pennen. Telefonisch werden enkele vogelaars
gewaarschuwd. De eersten die arriveerden wa-
ren Floor Arts, Peter Meininger, Richard Witte,
Pim Wolt en Mark Zekhuis. Zij konden de deter-
minatie bevestigen; PW slaagde er bovendien in
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59-60 Kleine Topper / Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis, mannetje, Veere, Zeeland, 11 december 1994 (Arnoud B van
den Berg) 61 Kleine Topper / Lesser Scaup Ayvthya affinis, mannetje, Veere, Zeeland, december 1994 (Max Berlijn)
62 Kleine Topper / Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis, mannetje, Veere, Zeeland, 1 april 1995 (Fric Koops)

het kenmerkende vleugelpatroon op video vast
te leggen. Vervolgens werd de aanwezigheid van
de vogel per semafoon en vogellijn bekendge-
maakt. In het weekend daarna konden enkele
100en vogelaars de Kleine Topper bekijken.

Van 3 december 1994 tot en met 13 januari
1995 werd de Kleine Topper regelmatig waarge-
nomen op dezeltde plaats of in de nabijgelegen
Veerse Kreken, steeds samen met Kuif- en Tafel-
eenden. Op de momenten dat de vogel niet werd
waargenomen verbleef deze waarschijnlijk op
het Veerse Meer. Door de uitgestrektheid van dit
meer leverden zoekacties hier niets op. Op 14
januari werd de vogel ondanks vele zoekenden
niet meer bij Veere aangetroffen. Daarom leidt

het geen twijfel dat de vogel die op 14 en 15
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januari werd gezien tussen Kuifeenden in het
Kanaal door Walcheren in Middelburg, Zeeland,
dezelfde Kleine Topper betrof. Daarna is de vo-
gel nog gezien op 20 januari en 5 februari in de
Domburgse Watergang aan de Elzenlaan te
Middelburg. Van 26 maart tot in de eerste week
van mei is de vogel weer regelmatig in de vest
van Veere of de Veerse Kreken waargenomen.

Op 27 mei dook vermoedelijk dezelfde vogel
op op de bezinkvijver bij Sas-van-Gent, Zeeuws-
Vlaanderen, Zeeland. De vogel was ongeringd
en werd hier voor het laatst op 21 juni gemeld
(Alain Kind pers meded). Deze waarneming is
onlangs bij de CDNA ingediend (Gerald Dries-
sens in litt),
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Beschrijving

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op veldnotities van
Jan Goedbloed en Rob Sponselee (december) en
van Gerald Driessens (eind mei), notities en
foto’s van Arnoud van den Berg en Max Berlijn
(december) en van Carl Derks en Eric Koops
(april) en video-opnamen door Pim Wolf (decem-
ber).

GROOTTE & BOUW  Duikeend, in directe vergelijking
even groot als of 1ets kleiner dan Kuiteend. Postuur iels
slanker dan Kuifeend. Kop smaller en hoger dan hij
Kuifeend, met duidelijk *bultje” op achterhoofd. Snavel
iets slanker dan van Kuifeend, in verhouding tot kop
iets langer lijkend dan bij Kuiteend. ‘Vriendelijker’
wezichtsuitdrukking dan Kuifeend. Staart meestal opge-
richt als bij Kuiteend, maar iets langer.

KOP  Geheel zwart met meestal paarse gloed, onder
hepaalde lichtomstandigheden soms met groene gloed,
contrasterend met gele iris.

BOVENDELEN  Mantel, schouder en dekveren van at-
stand vuilwit lijkend, van dichthij wit met regelmatige
grijszwarte golflijntjes (‘'vermiculations’), naar achteren
toe dichter op elkaar. Bovenstaartdekveren donker-
bruin.

ONDERDELEN Borsl en voorste deel van flank zwart,
rest van flank vuilwit, net als mantel met golflijntjes;
laatste echter duidelijk minder en lichter grijs dan op
mantel en daardoor alleen van zeer dichtbij zichtbaar.
Bovendien op beide flanken enkele bruine vlekken.
Anaalstreek scherp afgescheiden bruin. Onderstaart-
dekveren vuil bruinig wit met enkele donkere viekjes.
VIFUGEL  Donkergrijsbruin met opvallende witte baan
op armpennen, abrupt overgaand in grijs op hand-
pennen. Tertials donkerbruin.

STAART Zwarl.

NAAKTE DELEN Iris geel. Snavel egaal lichtblauwachtig
prijs met kleine zwarte nagel, slechts in zeer geringe
mate uitlopend op snavelrand. Dit laatste alleen van
dichtbij en in vooraanzicht te zien. Poot grijs.

GEDRAG Vogel zowel actief duikend als in rust waarge-
nomen, meestal aan rand van groep duikeenden.
Duikgedrag wat sierlijker dan dat van Kuifeend, met
‘sprongetje’. Bij geringe verontrusting zich samen met
andere duikeenden terugtrekkend in midden van water.
Bij ernstigere verstoring met andere duikeenden rich-
ting Veerse Meer vliegend.

Determinatie

Bij de determinatie is gebruik gemaakt van Peter-
son (1947), Palmer (1976), Madge & Burn (1988),
Harris et al (1989), Lewington et al (1991) en
lonsson (1994).

De belangrijkste verschillen tussen een man-
netje Kleine Topper en Topper A marila zijn de
iets geringere grootte, het kopprofiel met duide-
lijk “bultje” op het achterhootd en de donkerder
grijze indruk van de mantel, veroorzaakt door
grijze golflijntjes die talrijker en donkerder grijs

zijn dan bij Topper. Naar de tertials toe worden
deze golflijntjes donkerder en staan ze dichter bij
elkaar, wat een donkerdere totaalindruk geeft.
/an dichthij en onder goede lichtomstandighe-
den is de paarszwarte kleur van de kop een
helangrijk verschil, hoewel deze soms bij be-
paalde lichtval een groene glans kan hebben.
Verder heeft Kleine Topper in tegenstelling tot
Topper ook op de flank goltlijntjes, hoewel min-
der en lichter grijs dan op de mantel. Kleine
Topper heeft een vleugelstreep die wit op de
armpennen en grijs op de handpennen is, terwijl
zowel Topper als Kuifeend een geheel witte
vleugelstreep hebben. Bij Kleine Topper is het
zwart op de snavel (vrijwel) beperkt tot de nagel,
bij Topper loopt het zwart uit aan weerszijden
van de nagel.

Verder is verwarring mogelijk met hybriden,
die vaak niet lijken op één van beide ouders of
een mengeling van beide, maar op een verwante
derde soort. In dit geval moeten met name hybri-
den van wat Madge & Burn (1988) het 'Kleine
Topper-type’ noemen — meestal Kuif- x Tafeleend
of Kuifeend x Topper - worden uitgesloten. De
hybriden van het ‘Kleine Topper-type’ lijken een
egaal grijze mantel te hebben, veroorzaakt door
zeer fijne golflijntjes. Het kopprofiel is nooit
vanal de snavel steil oplopend tot op het ‘bultje’
op het achterhootd, maar ronder mel een lange-
re, soms meer kuifachtige bobbel. Verder heert
de snavel een brede zwarte punt met daarom-
heen een lichte band en aan de basis een donke-
re band. Fen hybride Kuif- x Tafeleend heefl een
geheel grijze vleugelstreep en kan een oranje of
rode iris hebben (Madge & Burn 1988). Een
hybride Kuifeend x Topper heeft een geheel witte
vleugelstreep (Harris et al 19891 De hybride
Kuif- x Tafeleend van het ‘Kleine Topper-type’ die
bijna de gehele periode in Veere aanwezig was,
kon soms zij aan zij met de ‘echte’ Kleine Topper
vergeleken worden, waarbij onder meer de egaal
grijze bovendelen, de aanzet voor cen kuifje en
de meer oranjeachtige iris van de hybride opvie-
len.

In gevangenschap zijn kruisingen van of met
nog andere, meer exotische soorten mogelijk.
Madge & Burn (1988) vermelden dat hybriden
Kleine Topper x Topper in de natuur nooit zijn
gezien, maar Peterson (1947) suggereerde reeds
dat beide soorten hybridiseren. Bovendien s
recent in Newfoundland, Canada, hybridisatie
tussen deze soorten vastgesteld (Br Birds 85: 376,
1992).

Het mannelje Kleine Topper van Veere was
waarschijnlijk een eerste-winter vanwege de
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