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These boots are made for hiking...
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Sri Lanka
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Asa Wright
Nature Centre and Lodge
TRINIDAD

A Bind Watchers Paradise

./4 beautiful 24 room Lodge on a 200 acre
conservation estate situated at an elevation of 1200
feet in the lush rain forests of North Trinidad.

Q/isil the most accessible colony of Oilbirds in
the world. See Manakin Leks, Toucans, Bellbirds,
Trogons, Motmots, Hummingbirds, Tanagers, Honey-
creepers, Woodpeckers, Antshrikes and many more
species from the verandah of the main house while
enjoying the home-grown coffee of the Nature Centre.

Field Trips accompanied by knowledgeable and
experienced guides are conducted to many ‘hotspots’
including the Caroni Swamp to observe Scarlet Ibises

and the Nariva Swamp to see Macaws.

Twenty-four charming rooms each with private

balcony, bathroom and hot/cold showers.
Excellent local cuisine.

Information/reservations contact

the Manager

Asa Wright Nature Centre
PO. Box 4710 ARIMA, Trinidad and Tt

Tel: (808) 667-4655. Fax: (809) 667-4540

het Vogeljaar

Het tijdschrift 'het Vogel-
jaar’ verschijnt zes maal
per jaar en houdt haar le-
zers al ruim 40 jaar op de
hoogte van de laatste ontwikkelingen
op het gebied van vogelstudie en
vogelbescherming.
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Door overmaking van f 25,- op postbank-
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Variability of identification characters
of Isabelline Wheatear

Andrea Corso

he identification characters of Isabelline

Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina have already
been discussed by several authors (eg, Tye & Tye
1983, Wallace 1984, Alstrom 1985, 1986,
Clement & Harris 1987, Cramp 1988, Konigstedt
et al 1992, Svensson 1992, Corso 1994), but
there is no exhaustive summary which tries to
objectively consider the variability and relative
reliability of each character. For this purpose,
during a long study on migration and status of
this species in ltaly (Corso 1994, 1995, in press,
Corso et al 1997), | have carefully examined 180
individuals as well as 80 skins and ¢ 150 pub-
lished and unpublished photographs.

In this paper, | list the results of these studies,
character by character, specifying variability
twith a percentage indicating the proportion of
birds showing a character visibly different from
the rule when referring to observed hirds), reli-
ability and usefulness in the identification pro-
cess. Special attention is given to the separation
of lsabelline Wheatear from adult female,
autumn female and first-winter Northern Wheat-
ear O oenanthe, which is, in fact, the only confu-
sion species.

FIGURE 1 Silthouettes of standing Isabelline Wheatear /
lzabeltapuit Oenanthe isabelling and Northern Wheat-
ear / Tapuit O oenanthe, showing differences in shape
and structure (Carmela Cardelli & Andrea Corso).
Isabelline (left): taller, larger, with pear-shaped body
with full belly and less full breast, more upright pos-
ture, longer tibia, longer and stouter tarsus (penerally
longer legs), shorter and broader primary projection,
thicker neck, larger and rounder head, longer and
stouter bill, and shorter tail not reaching ground.
Northern (right): less tall and smaller, with less full
belly and fuller breast, less upright posture (difficult to
judge), shorter tibia, shorter and thinner tarsus, longer
and narrower primary projection, thinner neck, smaller
head with more angled forehead (less flat-crowned),
shorter and thinner bill, and longer tail reaching ground

|Dutch Birding 19: 153-165, 1997]

Behaviour

POSTURE |HIGHLY VARIABLE, DEPENDING ON CIRCLUM-
STANCES; REASONABLY RELIABLE, ESPECIALLY WITH EX-
PERIENCE) Normally, Isabelline Wheatear stands more
upright, with legs more parallel (cf figure 1), while
Northern Wheatear stands more curved on its legs and
appears less tall. When it is windy or when at rest,
Isabelline appears very similar to Northern, although it
is stockier and somewhat crouching,.

GAIT  (SLIGHTLY  VARIABLE;  RIASONABLY  RELIABLE)
Generally, Isabelline is more inclined 1o running than
to hopping; it frequently runs for very long distances in
a tashion recalling plover Charadrius or thrush Turdus,
with head and body held harizontally. Northern can
sometimes run very well, but less rast and poweriul
than Isabelline, and for shorter distances and periods.
Gireat care must be taken in using this character, which
is stressed too much in many field guides.
HEAD-BOBBING (HIGHLY VARIABLE, DEPENDING (ON CIR-
CUMSTANCES: NOT RELIABLE:  In general, the head
movements in Isabelline are slower than in Northern,
but are hardly distinguishable in rhythm and frequency.
TAIL-WAGGING (HIGHLY VARIABLE, DEPENDING ON CIR-
CUMSTANCES; NOT RELIABLE)  In Isabelline, the tail
movements are normally faster and maore prolonged
than in Northern (Tye & Tye 1983, Catley 1984); how-
ever, in Northern the rhythm is increased when alarm-
ed, masking the difierence.
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ariability of identification characters of Isabelline Wheatear

FIGURE 2 Heads of Isabelline Wheatear / 1zabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina, showing observed variation in supercili-

um (Pete Dennis). Lower middle: typical bird, with supercilium well-marked just in front of eye and above lore;

upper right: supercilium marked, pale and large also behind eye, upper ear-coverts as in Northern Wheatear
O oenanthe; upper left: no supercilium, only pale eye-ring

FIGURE 3 Heads of Isabelline Wheatear / lzabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina and Northern Wheatear / Tapuit

O oenanthe (Carmela Cardelli & Andrea Corso). Darkest type Isabelline (right) with ear-coverts darker than usual

and dark general head colour. Pale type Northern (left) for comparison, with ear-coverts paler than usual, pale

general head colour and narrow, indistinct and not very pale rear end of supercilium. Note typical differences in

head shape, bill structure, lore colour and distinctness of supercilium above lore, and pale areas below eye and lore
and in submoustachial area
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Variability of identification characters of [sabelline Wheatear

FIGURE 4 [sabelline Wheatear / 1zabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina and Northern Wheatear / Tapuit O oenanthe in
flight (Carmela Cardelli & Andrea Corso). Isabelline (left): note paler general aspect, paler wings with semi-trans-
lucent look, less white on tail, uppertail-coverts and rump, broader black tail-band with indistinct inverted T and
less eye-catching black-white contrast. Northern (right): note darker general ground colour, darker wings, mare white
on rump and tail, narrower hlack tail-band with distinct inverted T and more eye-catching black-white contrast

FIGURE 5 Wings of Isabelline Wheatear / |zabeltapuit Qenanthe isabellina and Northern Wheatear / Tapuit
O oenanthe (Carmela Cardelli & Andrea Corso). Darkest and most marked type Isabelline (upperi: note shorter and
broader primary projection, paler primaries, less marked secondaries, more contrasting dark-centred tertials, more
striking dark alula contrasting with brown (not blackish or black-centred) greater coverts. First-winter Northern
(lower) for comparison: note longer and narrower primary projection, darker, more blackish primaries, darker and
more marked secondaries, darker but less contrasting tertials, less contrasting alula, darker and more marked great-
er coverts with centres as dark as alula, mare marked median and lesser coverts giving higher part of upperwing
dark spotted aspect
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Variability of identitication characters of Isabelline Wheatear

Structural characters and bare parts

SHAPFE & STRUCTURE (HIGHLY VARIABLE; RELIABLE ONLY
WITH EXPERIENCE. OTHERWISE NOT REALLY USEFUL
DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES)  Isabelline Wheatear
appears pol-bellied, with a ‘pear-shaped’ body, while
Northern Wheatear has a fuller breast but a less full
belly. Isabelline is taller but has a proportionally shorter
tail, appearing stumpier and more corpulent than
Northern; in upright posture, the shortish tail ends well
above the ground, whereas in Northern it reaches the
ground (Sharrock & Mullarney 1987; pers obs). The
head of Isabelline is rounder, ‘cuter’, heavier and ap-
pears larger with a fuller neck, while in Northern it is
less round, more flat-crowned and appearing lighter,
longer and with a less full neck (figure 1). Finally, in
flight, the wings appear broader and fuller in Isabelline.
SIZE (NOT CONSIDERABLY VARIABLE: RELIABLE WHEN
BOTH SPECIES OBSERVED TOGETHER OR AFTER EXPERI-
ENCE, OTHERWISE NOT VERY RELIABLE) Isabelline is nor-
mally bigger, heavier and taller than Northern but, in
particular conditions and without experience, it is pos-
sible to make mistakes: the larger size of Isabelline can
not always be judged objectively without direct com-
parison ol both species. In addition, the Greenland
subspecies of Northern ) o leucorhoa is very similar to
Isabelline in both size and structure,

BILL (NOT CONSIDERABLY VARIABLE (2.2%); CHARACTER
NOT ALWAYS EASY TO JUDGE, SO NOT VERY RELIABLE
BUT SOMETIMES HELPFUL!  In Isabelline, the bill is
heavier and bulkier than in Northern and also longer
ifigure 3). In Isabelline with black lores, the longer
length is stressed as the bill seems to start from the eye
(Sharrock 1984; pers obs). In four individuals studied,
the bill was visihly smaller and less heavy and stout
than in all other lsabelline.

LEGS (NOT VARIABLE, DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPECIES
HARDLY APPRECIABLE, THOUGH WITH EXPERIENCE NO-
TICEABLE IN SOME CASES) In Isabelline, the leps are
generally mare robust and heavier than in Northern,
and longer with more exposed and longer thigh and
longer tarsus (figure 1), but there are difterences in
length and strength. Although in fact a plumage fea-
ture, the thigh-reathers are completely unmarked in
most Isabelline, whereas Northern probably always
shows dark markings chietly just above the ‘knee’. This
feature is often useful but unfortunately not so reliable
in separating first-winter birds of both species; in facl
some Isabelline actually show dark markings while
some Northern do not show any dark markings.

Plumage

SUPERCILIUM (SLIGHTLY VARIABLE (9.4%) REASONABLY
TO HIGHLY RELIABLE) In Isabelline Wheatear, the super-
cilium is normally white and well marked up to the
lore and eye, and buffish or whitish, indistinct, very
thin and tapering or not visible behind the eye (figure
3); in Northern Wheatear, it is buftish up to the lore,
and white and well marked behind the eye, with a
hroad rear end. In 12 Isabelline observed, it was almaost
wholly absent, and in five birds it was well visible,
marked and large also above the upper ear-coverts, as
in typical Northern tfigure 2). Many Northerns were
observed with a supercilium as in typical Isabelline.
EAR-COVERTS (SLIGHTLY VARIABLE 110%1; REASONABLY TO
HIGHLY RELIABLE. ESPECIALLY IN SPRINGY In Isabelline,
the ear-coverts are usually concolorous with the crown
or just slightly darker, contrasting slightly with the nape
and side of the neck; female Northern shows darker
ear-coverts, contrasting strongly with the nape and side
of the neck, and also being darker than the crown.
Isabelline often shows a contrasting pale area just
below the eye or even extending below the lore; this is
not shown by Northern, having unitormly dark ear-
coverts. Unfartunately, during autumn all these ditfer-
ences are variable, reduced or even absent (figure 31, In
addition, 18 Isabelline observed in spring had ear-
coverts that were slightly but visibly darker than normal
(figure 3).

LORE (HIGHLY WVARIABLE, DEPENDING ON SEX AND
PROBABLY. AGE: REASONABLY RELIABLEI In adult male,
and oiten also in female Isabelline, the lore is black,
very visible and well marked, darker than in first-winter
and autumn Northern. In such birds, it is the darkest
and most contrasting area in the typical bland race of
Isabelline, so appearing even mare visible and more
marked than in adult female Northern in spring. More-
over, the dark lore contrasts strongly with the supercili-
um, the pale area below the eye and the pale line on
the malar or sub-moustachial area, ollen present in
Isabelline but not in Northern, the latter normally hav-
ing a unifarmly buftish chin and throat (figure 3).
UPPERPARTS (SLIGHTLY VARIABLL: NOT VERY RELIABLE! In
Isabelline, the upperparts are sandy or sandy brownish,
neither deep grey or greyish-brown as in adult female
Northern, nor deep brown or pale brown as in autumn
female and first-winter Northern. On  average, the
upperparts are paler than in Northern but in some indi-
viduals the coloration is darker than normal (sometimes
even grey or grevish-sandy), creating possible confusion.

158 Isabelline Wheatear / [zabeltapuit Qenanthe isabellina, Marina di Modica, southern Sicily, Italy, March 1996
{Valerio Cappello). Same bird as in plate 173. Note short tail, rather pale lore, typical supercilium, pale area below
eye and lore, dark alula and wing-bar. Note also ear-coverts slightly darker and rustier than side of neck, nape and

crown

159 Northern Wheatear / Tapuit Oenanthe oenanthe, female, southern Sicily, ltaly, May 1996 (Valerio Cappello).
Note posture, all dark ear-coverts, indistinctive lore, absence of pale area below eyve and lore and in (subimous-
tachial areas, typical dark contrasting wing, narrow wing-bar, and amount of white on tail. Also note, however,
more atypical rear end of supercilium, being narrow and pale (not contrastingly white), and absence of grey tones

on underparts
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160 Isabelline Wheatear / Izabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina, Comino, Malta, 28 April 1996 (Raymond Galea). Note
short, broad, triangular primary projection, large bulky h dark alula still contrasting with very worn wing-

coverts and small amount of white on rump and uppertail-coverts 161 Northern Wheatear / Tapuit Oenanthe
oenanthe, Bloemendaal, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, 30 August 1991 (Arnoud B van den Berg). Note tail pattern
and compare with Isabelline Wheatear O isabellina in plate 160
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162 Northern Wheatear / Tapuit Qenanthe oenanthe, first-winter, southern Sicily, Italy, September 1996 (Valerio
Cappello). Note pale upperparts and extensive pale fringes on wing, similar to Isabelline Wheatear O isabellina,
but note also distinctive, even dark spotting on higher wing, black-centred greater coverts not contrasting with
alula, long tail, long primary projection and broad, very striking supercilium 163 lsabelline Wheatear / |zabeltapuit
Oenanthe isabellina, southern Sicily, ltaly, March 1996 (Valerio Cappello). Note very pale ear-coverts and typical
supercilium, but note also rather strong contrast between wing (especially higher part) and mantle and scapulars,
contrasting dark centres of tertials, dark primaries and dark tail 164 Northern Wheatear / Tapuit Oenanthe oenan-
the, Texel, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, 22 September 1996 (Arnoud B van den Berg) 165 Isabelline Wheatear /
Izabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina, Eilat, Israel, 3 November 1986 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

RUMP & UPPERTAIL-COVERTS (SLIGHTLY OR NOT VARI-
ABLE; REASONABLY RELIABLE) In Isabelline, the white on

and mantle. From behind, the only parts contrasting
with the mantle and scapulars are the dark-centred ter-

the uppertail-coverts and rump, as well as on the rec-
trices, is less extensive and less noticeable than in
Northern; hence, the contrast between black (on tail)
and white (on uppertail-coverts and rump) is less evi-
dent than in Northern. During flight, this contrast
stands out visibly in Northern. very striking even at a
distance

CONTRAST BETWEEN UPPERPARTS AND WING (SLIGHTLY
VARIABLE; HIGHLY RELIABLE) In lsabelline, the upper-
parts contrast very slightly with the wings. so a large
part of the wing is concolorous with back, scapulars

tials, appearing more marked and more visible than in
Northern. In Northern, the contrast between upperparts
and wings is always more marked and very con-
spicuous, but less during autumn.

CONTRAST BETWEEN UPPERPARTS AND UNDERPARTS
(SLIGHTLY WVARIABLE HIGHLY RELIABLE BUT LIGHT
EFFECTS CAN STRONGLY INFLUENCE VISIBILITY OF THIS
CHARACTER) In Isabelline, the upperparts are only a
shade darker than the underparts, the whole body
looking uniform without a sharp contrast between
these areas. In Northern, the upperparts are visibly and
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166 Northern Wheatear

Tapuit Oenanthe oenanthe, Omer Golu, Turkey, 23 April 1987 (Arnoud B van den Berg)
Note dark underwing

noticeably darker than the underparts, with a sharper
contrast between them. Northern always appears very
contrasting and at distance the body looks bicoloured,
There have been rare
reports of some very pale Northern, chiefly first-winter
birds, in wich such contrast is similar to that in most
Isabelline, though the whole body never appears as
homogeneous as in the latter species. Beware also of
leucistic or aberrant, oddly coloured Northern. These

not homogeneous as Isabelline

birds are really similar in colour to Isabelline, so care-
ful examination is required to identify them. In such
cases, the different tail pattern (still shown), different
structure and dimensions are reliable characters.

UNDERPARTS (HIGHLY VARIABLE (30%); REASONABLY
RELIABLE) In Isabelline, the underparts are normally
paler and more uniform and suffused than in Northern,
without or with less or not obviously contrasting areas
on breast, vent, belly and flanks. In Northern, the breast

167 lIsabelline Wheatear
(Arnoud B van den Berg
168 Isabelline Wheatear
white on tail

169 Isabelline Wheatear / |1zabeltapuit Qenanthe isabellina, southern Sicily, Italy, March 1995 (Valerio Cappello). Note
dark-centred lesser coverts more typical of Northern Wheatear () oenanthe, but greater coverts not noticeable dark-cen-
tred; note also upright posture, as in Northern, but all other characters distinctive of Isabelline (ear-coverts, supercilium,
very strong tarsus and bill, upperparts coloration, homogeneity of underparts and upperparts, and of higher part of upper-
wing, mantle and scapulars; alula not visible)

170 Isabelline Wheatear / Izabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina, Siracusa, Sicily, ltaly, March 1995 (Walter Silvestrini). Note
typical black contrasting lore, but oddly long supercilium, marked and pale also behind eye; underparts, however, typical
for Isabelline, with uniform diffusion of colour

171 Northern Wheatear / Tapuit Oenanthe oenanthe, adult female, Siracusa, Sicily, Italy, March 1995 (Valerio Cappello).
Compare amount of white on tail, relative position of wing-tip to tail-tip and contrast between wings and mantle and
scapulars with Isabelline Wheatear O isabellina in plate 172

172 Isabelline Wheatear / |zabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina, Abu Ali, Jubail, Saudi Arabia, 20 April 1991 (Arnoud B van
den Berg). Compare amount of white on tail, relative position of wing-tip to tail-tip and contrast between wings and mantle
and scapulars with Northern Wheatear O oenanthe in plate 171

lzabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina, Maasvlakte, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands, 22 October 1996
Note white underwing
Izabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina, Yotvata, Israel, March 1990 (René Pop). Note small amount of
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and flanks are rustier, warmer coloured than the re-
maining underparts. Regarding existing variations, Isa-
belline often shows colour differences between breast,
flank and vent, rendering these parts not totally homo-
geneous (contra Tye & Tye 1983), but less marked than
in Northern. Note that also some Northern have very
suffuse, pale and uniform underparts, but the contrast
between underparts and upperparts is always more
marked and obvious than in Isabelline (also more than
in grey-coloured birds).

UPPERWING (SLIGHTLY VARIABLE; RELIABLE, WHEN
CHECKED CAREFULLY) In Isabelline, the upperwing is
characterized by extensive and obvious pale feather
margins, more or less extended to all feathers; in
Northern, these margins are less wide and extensive,
more limited to some feathers or absent in spring adult.
In Isabelline, the primaries, together with the alula, are
the darkest part of the wing, being black or very dark
brown, with a shade of grey-silvery on the closed
wings, forming a dark contrasting line separating
upperparts and underparts. So, at long distance, Isabel-
line appears as an all uniform buffish-pink or sandy
hird, ‘cut in half’ by a black longitudinal line. The
secondaries are very often broadly fringed pale, form-
ing a pale panel between primaries and tertials on the
closed wing (plate 169). The tertials (in fresh plumage)
are conspicuous, noticeably dark-centred with pale
fringes, contrasting strongly (contrary to the upperwing-

173 lsabelline Wheatear / lzabeltapuit Oenanthe

isabellina, southern Sicily, Italy, March 1996 (Valerio
Cappello). Same bird as in plate 158

162

coverts) with the secondaries and especially with
scapulars, rump and mantle. So, when watching a
perched lIsabelline from behind, the most contrasting
and eye-catching parts are the dark tertials, the tips of
the primaries and the tail. In spring adult female North-
ern, the secondaries, primaries and tertials are all even-
ly and uniformly dark, while in autumn adults and in
first-winter birds the pattern is very similar to that of
Isabelline (although all fringes are less wide and less
pale) and the secondaries contrast less with the prima-
ries and especially the tertials. The tertials, however,
contrast much less in abraded lsabelline. Many prob-
lems, in fact, can occur with a worn Isabelline, but the
main features are still visible, although the differences
are less pronounced and great care must be taken in
using them (figure 5). The wing-coverts are broadly
fringed, often appearing totally pale on the closed
wing. A particular very good character is formed by the
greater coverts, appearing uniform with scapulars and
mantle, not contrasting as in Northern. In the latter spe-
cies in autumn, all wing-coverts of adult winter and
first-winter birds show wider and paler fringes but they
still contrast with the scapulars and mantle because of
the more obvious dark centres, making this part of the
wing evenly marked and dark spotted (absent or less
visible in Isabelline). Isabelline’s uniformity of the great-
er coverts with mantle and scapulars is reduced by
wear, and in first-winter birds the uniformity is reduced
by having darker coverts; nevertheless, the wing-coverts
still contrast with the strikingly dark alula much more
than in Northern, being pale brown and with the alula
black or blackish-brown, whereas in Northern both
coverts and alula are black or blackish-brown, showing
no contrast (figure 5). In my experience, the wing-
coverts of Isabelline are always paler and less striking
than in Northern, Finally, abraded greater coverts often
show a pale wing-bar formed by retained pale tips; this
also holds, less commonly, for the lesser coverts. This
feature, however, is not indicative of Isabelline but only
an extra pointer. The primaries in autumn adult and
first-winter Northen are as dark as the black T of the
tail (or slightly paler), while in Isabelline the primaries
are probably always paler than the tail. In fact, when
perched, the wing-tip of Isabelline contrasts with the
dark of the tail, which is less black with a browner
wash; in Northern, the tail and the wing-tip are both
black with a less obvious contrast than in Isabelline. In
Isabelline, the primary coverts are normally paler with
wider margins than in Northern, in which they are
more buffish, less white than in Isabelline, or even
rufous. In Isabelline, the primary coverts on the closed
wing are more visible and contrasting with the prima-
ries due to their whiter colour, whereas in Northern
they are less contrasting due to their duskier colour.
Nevertheless this is not a reliable feature since autumn
female and especially first-winter Northern can show
an almost identical pattern.

UNDERWING (SLIGHTLY VARIABLE (4.4%); MOST RELIABLE
OF ALL IDENTIFICATION CHARACTERS) In Isabelline, the
underwing is very pale and clean with white or buffish-
white underwing-coverts and axillaries and very pale
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174 Isabelline Wheatear

Izabeltapuit Qepanthe isabellina, Marina di Modica, southern Sicily, Italy, April 1994

(Valerio Cappello). Rather grev-coloured bird with upperparts remarkably contrasting with underparts. Primary pro

jection appear
oenanthe, V

Vlieland, Friesland, Netherlands

ing long but all other characlers typical ot Isabelline
eland, Friesland. Netherlands, 19 September 1993 (Carl Derks). Note pale breast and unmarked ‘trou
sers’ reminiscent of Isabelline Wheatear () isabelling 176 Northern Wheatear

19 September 1993 (Carl Derks). Same bird as in plate 175, Note long wings

175 Northern Wheatear / Tapuil Oenanthe

Tapuit Oenanthe oenanthe,

reaching bevond undertail-coverts and typical supercilium 177 Northern Wheatear / Tapuit Oenanthe oenanthe

Vlieland, Friesland, Netherlands, 19 September 1993 (Carl Derks). S

lin tlig a semi-translucent

in Northern, the underwing is dark grey

remiges, giving the wing
look (figure 4
or black and, also in first-winter and autumn female,
never pure white but only washed grev or grev with

extensive pale fringes, Only eight Isabelline observed
showed manv dark traces on the underwing-coverts
and along the notches, but still such traces did not in-
fluence the paler and cleaner effect ot the underwing.
When comparing these two species, this aspect of the
ind lsabelline does not show a
dusky underwing (contra Wallace 19841, Moreover, the
remiges on the underwing

underwing is diagnostic

n Isabelline are trulv dark

(darker than any coverts), so when the pale fringes are

abraded, the underwing appears in fact duskier than

e 175

ime bird as in pl

normal; it shows, however, a dark contrasting trailing
edge or a dark tip, not a homogeneous dark aspect
Northern invariably has a duskier and darker under
wing than Wallace 1984). In
Isabelline, the marginal wing-coverts are white whilg
they are darkish in most Northern. This is, however, a
largely overlapping feature since many first-winters or
autumn temales of Northern have the marginal wing

Isabelline  (contra

coverts as white as in lsabelline, reducing the dinter

ence (and vice versa).
ALULA (ALMOST NOT VARIABLE; HIGHLY RELIABLE. AMONC,
BEST CHARACTERS, ALTHOUGH SOMETIMES DIFFICULT 1O

OBSERVE WHEN HIDDEN BY OTHER TEATHERS) In lsa

belline, the alula only sometimes varies in colour trom
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FIGURE 6 Half tails of Isabelline Wheatear / lzabeltapuit

Oenanthe isabellina, showing variation in amount of

black (Andrea Corso). Upper left: maximum extension

of black. Upper right: minimum extension of black
Lower middle: average extension of black

FIGURE 7 Half tails of Isabelline Wheatear / |zabeltapuit

Oenanthe isabellina and Northern Wheatear / Tapuit

O oenanthe (Andrea Corso). Isabelline (left): minimum

extension of black. Northern (right) for comparison
with maximum extension of black

black to blackish-brown and in the extension of the
pale fringe. It always stands out with an effect of a
‘drop” on the higher part of the wing, contrasting
strongly with the wing-coverts and also with scapulars
and mantle, being the darkest and most contrasting part
in the wing together with the dark primary line (plates
158, 172 & 174). In adult female Northern, it does not

164

contrast, while in first-winter Northern it is often very
dark and more contrasting than in adult female, but
with coverts that are yet all dark-centred and spotted.
Thus, in Isabelline the alula is always more conspi-
cuous and more contrasting than in Northern.

PRIMARY PROJECTION (NOT OBVIOUSLY VARIABLE, BUT
IN SOME PERIODS DURING PRIMARY MOULT SUSCEPTIBLE
TO VARIATION; REASONABLY TO HIGHLY RELIABLE, AL-
THOUGH OFTEN DIFFICULT TO JUDGE) In Isabelline, the
primary projection is normally shorter and more trian-
gular than in Northern, in which it is longer and nar-
rower (figure 5). The wing-tip reaches the base of the
tail or halfway the tail, due to the short tail, whereas in
Northern it reaches halfway to two-third of the tail, due
to its long primary projection and despite its longer tail
(figure 1, plates 171-172),

TAIL (EXTENSION OF BLACK SLIGHTLY VARIABLE (8.8%),
BUT SOME VARIATION IN COLOUR; HIGHLY RELIABLE) In
Isabelline, the white on the rectrices is always less
extensive than in Northern, with the black area visibly
larger than in Northern, and always wider (although in
nine individuals observed it was more reduced than
usual, but still the black inverted T typical of Northern
was not shown; figures 6-7); there is some variation in
the colour of the black area, ranging from dark brown
(normally female and some first-winter) or blackish-
brown (male/female) to deep black. In addition, some
Northern observed (perhaps all juvenile or first-winter
birds) showed more extensive black on the rectrices,
but never with any overlap which could reduce the
reliability of this character. In seven Isabelline observ-
ed, the black area was even wider than normal, reduc-
ing the white to two little marks on the outer rectrices
(figures 6-7). In Isabelline, the completely closed tail
appears totally dark or with only two very small lateral
white patches, while in Northern there are extensive
lateral white patches. This last feature, however, can be
very variable and it is emphasized too much in many
field guides. Altogether, the tail is the best identification
character, together with the underwing (contra Wallace
1984).
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TABLE 1 Summary of variability and reliability in identitication characters of Isabelline Wheatear / lzabeltapuit

character

posture

gait
head-bobbing
tail-wagging

shape and structure

Oenanthe isabellina

variability
high
shight
high

high

high

reliability

reasonable
reasonable
none
none

only with experience

only when seen together with
Northern Wheatear () oenanthe
low., but helptul

none

reasonable/high

reasonable/high

reasonable

low

reasonahle

high

high

reasonable

reasonable/high when checked
caretully

very high (one of best characlers)
high

reasonable/high

very high (one of best characters)

size not considerable
hill not considerable
legs none
supercilium slight
ear-coverlts slight

lore high

upperparts slight

rump and uppertail-coverts slight/none
contrast between upperparts and wing slight

contrast between upperparts and underparts slight

underparts high

upperwing slight
underwing slight

alula none

primary projection not considerable
tail slight
Samenvatting

VARIATIE VAN DETERMINATIEKENMERKEN VAN [ZABHLTAPULIT  In
dit artikel wordt de variatie en de betrouwbaarheid van
de determinatiekenmerken van lzabeltapuit Oenanthe
isabellina besproken, gebaseerd op de studie van 180
individuen in het veld. 80 balgen en ¢ 150 toto's. Er
wordt hierbij vooral aandacht besteedt aan het onder-
scheiden van lzabeltapuit van vrouwtje en eerste-win-
ter Tapuit O oenanthe. Een samenvatting van de bevin-
dingen staat vermeld in tabel 1.

References

Alstrom, P 1985, Identification of Wheatear and
Isabelline Wheatear. Br Birds 78: 304-305.

Alstrom, P 1986. Myslery photograph 18: Isabelline
Wheatear. Dutch Birding 8: 12-15.

Catley, G P 1984, Tail-wagging by lsabelline Wheatear.
Br Birds 77: 377.

Clement, P & Harris, A 1987. Field identification of West
Paleartic wheatears. Br Birds 80: 137-157, 187-238.
Corso, A 1994. Stato e identificazione del Culbianco
Isabellino, Oenanthe isabellina. Riv Ital di Bird-

watching 2: 9-21,

Andrea Corso,

Corso, A 1995, | Culbianco isabellino Qenanthe 1sabel-
[ina: migrazione e slatus in ltalia. Avocetta 19; 84,
Corso, A in press. || maggior numero di Culbianco isa-

bellino in Italia. Avocetta.

Corso, A, lentile, R & lapichino, C 1997, Influx of
Isabelline Wheatear in Sicily in spring 1996. Dutch
Birding 19: 187-189.

Cramp, S (editor) 1988. The birds of the Western
Palearctic 5. Oxtord.

Konigstedt, D G W. Robel, D & Barthel, P H 1992, Die
Bestimmung des lsabellensteinschmatzers Oenanthe
isabellina. Limicola 6 3-22.

Sharrock, | T R 1984, Bill-length of Isabelline Wheat-
ear. Br Birds 77: 362,

Sharrock, | T R & Mullarney, K 1987. Apparent tail
length of Isabelline Wheatear. Br Birds 80: 168-169.

Svensson, L 1992, Identification guide to European pas-
serines. Fourth edition. Stockholm.

Tye, A & Tye, H 1983, Field identification of Wheatear
and lsabelline Wheatear. Br Birds 76: 427-437.

Wallace, D | M 1984 Identitication of Wheatear and
Isabelline Wheatear, Br Birds 77: 363-165.

/o GSRO, Via Camastra 10, 96100 Siracusa, ltaly

165



Grote Geelpootruiters bij Grijpskerke
en in Braakman in 1995

lan Goedbloed

Op 15 januari 1995 bekeek Jan Goedbloed
groepen vogels in het weide- en akkergebied
rond Grijpskerke op midden-Walcheren, Zeeland.
Om ¢ 15:15 vloog uit een weiland langs de
Zandvoortweg, ¢ 2 km ten zuidoosten van Grijps-
kerke, een groep Goudplevieren Pluvialis aprica-
ria, Kieviten Vanellus vanellus en Bonte Strand-
lopers Calidris alpina op. Slechts één vogel bleef
achter, rondstappend in een regenplas. Door het
formaat en de bouw werd even gedacht aan een
Groenpootruiter Tringa nebularia. De donkere
mantel met lichtere vlekjes, de grijsbruine kop en
de stevige, iets opgewipte snavel suggereerden
dat het een Grote Geelpootruiter T melanoleuca
was. Dit werd bevestigd toen de vogel uit de plas
liep en oranjegele poten zichtbaar werden: een
nieuwe soort voor Nederland! Slechts weinig
vogelaars bleken telefonisch bereikbaar, zodat
maar vijf toegesnelde gelukkigen (Marcel Kloot-
wijk, Tobi Koppejan, Koen Kuijpers, Erik Sanders
en Jos Tramper) de vogel konden bekijken voordat
deze om ¢ 16:00 opvloog en, luid roepend, hoog
in noordelijke richting verdween. Gelukkig kon
KK enkele dia’s maken. Intensief zoeken op Wal-
cheren leverde die middag en de volgende dagen
niets op.

Op 20 april 1995 ontdekte Alain Kind vanaf
de Savoyaartsweg een Grote Geelpootruiter in
het noordelijke deel van de Westgeul van de
Braakman, 6 km ten westen van Terneuzen,
Zeeland. Enkele gewaarschuwde vogelaars kon-
den de determinatie snel bevestigen. Tot groot
genoegen van velen bleef deze vogel ten minste
tot 26 mei 1995 aanwezig en kon hij goed wor-
den bekeken (Ebels 1995; Dutch Birding 17:
128, plaat 105, 1995). Meestal foerageerde de
vogel langs een slikrand in de Westgeul, een
kreekrestant met open water, omzoomd door riet.
Soms verdween hij enige tijd uit het zicht na ver-
jaagd te zijn door territoriale Tureluurs T totanus.
Af en toe liep de vogel in een kreekje aan de
oostzijde van de Braakman. Op 17 en 18 juli
1995 werd hij opnieuw gemeld in de Braakman
(Alain Kind pers meded). De juli-waarnemingen
zijn echter niet ingediend bij de Commissie
Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA).
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Beschrijvingen

De volgende beschrijvingen zijn gebaseerd op
aantekeningen van Jan Goedbloed (Grijpskerke)
en Gunter De Smet (Braakman) en op dia’s van
Koen Kuijpers (Grijpskerke) en Erik Ernens, Eric
Koops en René van Rossum (Braakman).

Grijpskerke

GROOTTE & BOUW Formaat als van Groenpootruiter,
duidelijk groter dan Tureluur. Bouw, silhouet (ook in
vlucht) en verhoudingen van snavel, kop, hals, tibia en
tarsus lijkend op die van Groenpootruiter. Vleugels in
vlucht langer lijkend dan die van Groenpootruiter.

KOP & HALS Kruin en hals grijsbruine indruk gevend,
veroorzaakt door lichtgrijze ondergrond met fijne brui-
ne streping. Wenkbrauwstreep voor oog wit, even hoog
als oog, achter oog onopvallend.

BOVENDELEN Mantel en schouder licht grijsbruin, don-
kerder dan hals en kruin, met witachtige vlekjes. Stuit
en bovenstaart wit, scherp en recht afgescheiden van
bruine rug, overgaand in donker gebandeerde staart.
ONDERDELEN Buik wit. Borst, zijhals en voorflank grijs-
bruin gestreept en gevlekt. Onderstaartdekveren wit.
VLEUGEL Handpennen en handpendekveren zeer don-
ker tot zwart. Ondervleugel lichtgrijs.

STAART Wit met bruine bandering.

NAAKTE DELEN Basale derde deel van snavel grijs, rest
donkergrijs tot zwart. Poot oranjegeel.

GEDRAG Zeer onrustige indruk makend, knikkend met
kop en wippend met staart, vervolgens opvliegend om
naar zelfde regenplas terug te keren of naar andere plas
in directe omgeving.

GELUID Zowel aan grond als in vlucht veelvuldig roe-
pend, luid klie-klie-klie of klie-klie-kluu.

Braakman

GROOTTE & BOUW Formaat iets kleiner dan Groen-
pootruiter, iets groter dan Zwarte Ruiter T erythropus,
duidelijk groter dan Tureluur (met alle drie soorten
enkele malen tezamen gezien). Handpenprojectie 30%
van zichtbare tertiallengte. Vier zichtbare handpentop-
pen voorbij tertials waarvan langste (p9) en op één na
langste dicht bijeen (handpennen van binnen naar bui-
ten genummerd). Staartprojectie ¢ 0.5 cm, Forse, stevi-
ge enigszins opgewipte snavel. Snavellengte ongeveer
anderhalf maal die van kop. Snavelhoogte bij basis
ongeveer even hoog als afstand oog-kruin. Tibialengte
¢ 60% van snavellengte. Tarsuslengte or  cer gelijk
aan snavellengte.

KOP & HALS Kruin en hals lichtgrijs met fijne bruine

|Dutch Birding 19: 166-170, 1997]
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178 Grote Geelpootruiter
Kuijpers) 179 Grote Geelpootruiter
deren

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca, Dudzele-Ze
. Belgie, november 1994 (Patrick Buys) 180 Grote Geelpootruiter

! Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca, Grijpskerke, Zeeland, 15 januari 1995 (Koen

brugpe, West-Viaan-
Greater Yellowlegs Tring

1 melanoleuca,

Braakman, Terneuzen, Zeeland, 21 april 1995 (Fric Koops) 181 Grote Geelpootruiter / Greater Yellowleps Tringa
melanoleuca, Braakman, Terneuzen, Zeeland, mei 1995 (Hans Gebuis)

streping richting kin en keel minder dicht,
Kruin donkerder
Wenkbrauw
streep voor nog wit, even breed als oo, achter oog mel
haarfijne schachtstreepjes. Witte oogring. Kin grijzig.

BOVENDELEN Mantel en schouder licht grijsbruin met
wit-beige vlekjes, Deze veerpartijen lichter dan hand-
en armpennen en vleugeldekveren, donkerder dan hals
en kruin, en donkerder dan die van Groenpootruiter.
Stuit en bovenstaart wit, scherp en recht afgescheiden

streping;
maar daardoor wel meer opvallend

dan rest van kop. Teugel donkerbruin

van bruine rug, overgaand in bruin gebandeerde staart.
ONDERDELEN  Buik en verticale band op voorhals wit.
Borst, zijhals en voorflank zwaar grijshruin gestreept en
gevlekt, op flank naar achteren toe lichter wordend
Onderstaartdekveren wit, met uitzondering van donker
gebandeerde laterale onderstaartdekveren.

VLEUGEL
ker tot zwart. Armpennen bruin, met grote beige 'kar-

Handpennen en handpendekveren zeer don-

telvlekken' langs randen igroter en duidelijker dan
vlekken op mantel
It\_’l\\'l_‘ll,"‘
de rand; langste tertial mel negen kartelvlekken; drie-
hoekige kartelvlekken afgewisseld door driehoekige
bruine
Middelste en kleine
donkerbruin met vuilwitte rand, top donkerbruin. In
kleine dekveren ruicontrast zichtbaar
geruide veren met grijzere basiskleur dan omringende
donkerbruine veren. Ondervleugel hichigrijs.

STAART Wit mel bruine handering. Bruine banden bre
der dan witte, naar stuit toe smaller en onderbroken
NAAKTE DELEN Iris donkerbruin. Basale derde deel van
snavel grijs, rest donkergrijs tot zwart. Poot donkergeel,

Tertials en grote bovenvleugel

met donkerbruin centrum en vuilwit gekartel-

randvlekken (iets donkerder dan veercentrum)

meeste bovenvleugeldekveren

lussen enkele

bij goede belichting naar oranje neigend
GEDRAG Meestal rustige indruk makend, toeragerend in

ondiep water. Onder meer brakwatergrondels vangend
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GELUID Roep klie-klie-klie, herinnerend aan Groen-
pootruiter. Eenmaal roepend in reactie op roepende
Groene Specht Picus viridis.

Determinatie

De vogel bij Grijpskerke was op grond van
grootte, postuur, snavelvorm en snavelstructuur
een Groenpootruiter of een Grote Geelpootruiter.
De kleur en tekening van kop, hals en mantel, de
recht van de mantel afgescheiden witte stuit en
de pootkleur pasten alleen op Grote Geelpoot-
ruiter en Kleine Geelpootruiter T flavipes. Kleine
Geelpootruiter kon worden uitgesloten door het
grotere formaat en de snavelvorm (Kleine Geel-
pootruiter meer lijkend op Tureluur) en door het
geluid (cf Hayman et al 1986, Lewington et al
1991, Achtermann 1992, Jonsson 1994). Op
grond van het regelmatige patroon van de
bovendelen zonder opvallende donkere vliekken
op de mantel was de vogel in winterkleed; de
leeftijd kon niet worden bepaald.

Op grond van dezelfde combinatie van ken-
merken was de vogel van de Braakman eveneens
een Grote Geelpootruiter, grotendeels in winter-
kleed. Deze vogel kon hier echter langdurig en
van korte afstand bestudeerd worden en als een
tweedejaars worden gedetermineerd, ruiend van
eerste-winter- naar eerste-zomerkleed, op grond
van de volgende kenmerken: 1 donkerbruine
basiskleur van dekveren en tertials (grijzer bij
adult); 2 regelmatig witgetopte bovenvleugel-
dekveren (onregelmatig en slordig bij adult);

3 ruicontrast tussen donkerbruine (juveniele)
kleine bovenvleugeldekveren en enkele geruide,
grijzere veren; 4 grote en opvallende kartels op
tertials en grote bovenvleugeldekveren (kleiner
bij adult); en 5 vrij lichte tekening op flank (bij
adult-zomer zwaarder en uitgebreider getekend).

Verspreiding en voorkomen
Grote Geelpootruiter broedt in de zogenaamde
‘muskeg-zone’ in Noord-Amerika, een gebied
van boomrijk veenmoeras, in Canada van New-
foundland in het oosten, zuidelijk langs de
Hudsonbaai, en via Edmonton tot aan
Anchorage, Alaska, VS, in het westen. De soort
overwintert langs de oostkust (ten zuiden van
New York, VS) en langs de westkust (ten zuiden
van Portland, Oregon, VS) van Noord-Amerika
en in vrijwel geheel Midden- en Zuid-Amerika
(Cramp & Simmons 1983, Hayman et al 1986).
In Europa is Grote Geelpootruiter het meest
waargenomen in Groot-Brittannié en lerland (tot
en met 1995 20, respectievelijk 11 gevallen; cf
Evans 1994, Rogers et al 1996). Verder zijn
gevallen bekend van de Azoren (3), Belgié (1, zie
onder), Denemarken (1), Frankrijk (4), lJsland (2),
Polen (1 of 2), Spanje (1), Tsjechié en Zweden (1)
(Meissner 1989, Lewington et al 1991, Barthel
1992, Dubois & Yésou 1992, Hudec et al 1995).
Dit waren het eerste en tweede geval van
Grote Geelpootruiter voor Nederland. De waar-
neming van een eerste-winter van 27 november
tot 2 december 1994 bij Dudzele-Zeebrugge,

182 Grote Geelpootruiter / Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca, Dudzele-Zeebrugge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgié,
november 1994 (Bernhard De L anghe)

168



Grote Geelpootruiters bij Grijpskerke en in Braakman in 1995

West-Vlaanderen, betrof de eerste voor Belgié
(Debruyne et al 1995, Driessens & Ebels 1995,
De Smet et al 1996; Dutch Birding 16: 250,
1994, 17: 34, plaat 33, 1995).

Aanvankelijk werd aangenomen dat de waar-
nemingen te Dudzele-Zeebrugge, Grijpskerke en
de Braakman op dezelfde vogel betrekking had-
den (cf Debruyne et al 1995, Driessens & Ebels
1995, Ebels 1995) en dat het zelfs dezelfde zou
kunnen zijn als de vogel bij Rockliffe, Cumbria,
Engeland, van 15 oktober tot 13 november 1994
(Birding World 7: 282, 1994, Dutch Birding 17:
27, plaat 21, 17: 30, 1995). Op grond van de
gedetailleerde beschrijvingen die gemaakt zijn in
de Braakman en in Dudzele-Zeebrugge kan ech-
ter aannemelijk worden gemaakt dat dit in elk
geval twee verschillende vogels waren; zo was er
een duidelijk  verschil in  handpenprojectie
(Braakman 30%, Dudzele-Zeebrugge 65%) en
aantal kartelvlekken op de langste juveniele ter-
tial (Braakman 9, Dudzele-Zeebrugge 6) (De
Smet et al 1996; Gunter De Smet in litt). Omdat
de vogel van Grijpskerke minder gedetailleerd
kon worden beschreven dan de vogels van
Dudzele-Zeebrugge en de Braakman, is de vraag
of deze vogel dezelfde was als één van die twee
moeilijk te heantwoorden. De vogel van Dud-
zele-Zeebrugge vlioog op 2 december 1994 zeer
hoog in noordwestelijke richting weg (Gunter De
Smet in litt), Grijpskerke ligt slechts ¢ 35 km ten
noorden van Zeebrugge en de periode lussen
deze waarnemingen is betrekkelijk kort. Indien
men de vogel van Grijpskerke om deze redenen
beschouwt als dezelde als die van Dudzele-
Zeebrugge dan impliceert dit, op grond van
hovenstaande vergelijking tussen de vagels van
de Braakman en Dudzele-Zeebrugge, dat de
vogel van Grijpskerke een andere was dan die
van de Braakman. Maar ook indien men de
vogel van Grijpskerke als een andere dan die van
Dudzele-Zeehrugge beschouwt, is het verdedig-
baar om beide Nederlandse vogels als aparte
gevallen te beschouwen, omdat door de verschil-
lende waarnemingsomstandigheden niet is te
hewijzen dat het om dezelide of misschien zelfs
een derde vogel ging. De CDNA heeft deze con-
clusie overgenomen en heeft beide waarnemin-
gen aanvaard als betrekking hebbend op twee
verschillende vogels (cf Wiegant et al 1997).
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Summary

GREATER YELLOWLLGS AT GRIPSKERKE AND IN BRAAKMAN IN
1995 On 15 January 1995, a Greater Yellowlegs Tringa
melanoleuca was briefly observed and photographed
near Grijpskerke, Zeeland, the Netherlands. From 20
April to 3 May 1995 and probably on 17-18 July 1995,
a Greater Yellowlegs was present at Braakman, Terneu-
zen, Zeeland, the Netherlands. Both birds were identi-
fied by the size (only slightly smaller than Common
Greenshank T nebularia), strong and slightly uptilted
hill, dark mantle and wing-coverts with whitish spots,
square (not cigar-shaped) white rump patch, yellow
legs and Commaon Greenshank-like call iklee-klee-klee
or klee-klee-kluu), At Grijpskerke, in lanuary, the bird
was identified as Greater Yellowlegs in winter plumage;
ageing was not possible. The Braakman bird could be
observed much more closely and several plumage
details could be observed which identitied it as a first-
winter moulting into first-summer plumage, mainly
based on the dark brown ground colour of tertials and
most  upperwing-coverts and the moult  contrast
hetween the dark brown unmoulted (juveniler upper-
wing-coverts and some moulted more grey lesser wing-
coverts.

It was originally assumed that both Dutch sightings
concerned the same individual as a tirst-vear near
Dudzele-Zeebrugee, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, from
27 November 1994 to 2 December 1994, and possibly
even the same bird as the one observed in Cumbria,
England, from 15 October to 13 November 1994,
However, a comparison of detailed descriptions and
photographs of the birds of Braakman and Dudzele-
Zeebruggpe revealed that there was a clear difference in
primary projection (30% and 65% or visible lertial
length, respectively) and pattern of longest tertial (nine
and six whitish notches along outer edge, respectively),
indicating that at least these two birds were different
individuals. Since the Grijpskerke bird could not be
studied as detailed as the individuals at Dudzele-
Zeebrugpe and Braakman, it may have been either of
those or, perhaps, even a third bird. Theretore, the
Dutch rarities committee (CONA) has accepted the
Grijpskerke and Braakman sightings as the first and
second Greater Yellowlegs tor the Netherlands.,
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