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Rare birds in the Netherlands in 1999

Roland E van der Vliet, A (Bert) de Bruin, Jan van der Laan & CDNA

his is the 20th annual report on rare birds in

the Netherlands to be published in Dutch
Birding. This report comprises records from 1999
as well as belated and reconsidered records,
dating back to 1950, which have been evaluated
by the Dutch rarities committee, the Commissie
Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA).
Several 1999 records are still under review or
awaiting submission and could, therefore, not be
included. In addition, several records for 1998
and earlier years are still under consideration, for
various reasons.

As mentioned in the 1998 report (Wiegant et al
1999b), the information in van den Berg &
Bosman (1999) overrules all annual reports by
the CDNA before the 1997 report. Data present-
ed in this report and the 1997 and 1998 reports
(Wiegant et al 1999a, b), as well as future
reports, in turn overrule the information in van
den Berg & Bosman (1999). This report includes
corrections of data presented for 1800-1996 in
van den Berg & Bosman (1999). For records in
1997-99, usually referred to as ‘provisional addi-
tions’ (van den Berg & Bosman 1999), one
should consult the rarity reports by CDNA in
Dutch Birding. As a consequence, the CDNA
reports should be followed when there is a differ-
ence in information between van den Berg &
Bosman (1999) and the CDNA reports for 1997-
2000.

Details included for each accepted record are,

[Dutch Birding 22: 251-271, 2000)

if available: date(s); location and/or municipality
(municipal divisions as on 1 January 1999); prov-
ince; number of birds if more than one, plumage
and sex; type of record if trapped, photographed,
videoed, sound-recorded or found dead (and
where specimen is stored); names of up to three
observers involved in finding, identifying and
recording, and relevant references in the litera-
ture, which normally include (inter)national and
not regional journals, and published photo-
graphs. Records from 1998 lasting into 1999,
which were already published in the 1998
report, are repeated here without references, for
the sake of completeness. Sequence of the
records in the species accounts is from the cur-
rent year backwards, with records within one
year presented chronologically. A compilation of
most of the birds videoed can be found in Plomp
et al (2000). Numbers after each (sub)species’
name refer to the total number of individuals
1 from 1 January 1800 to 31 December 1979,
2 since 1 January 1980 but excluding 3 the cur-
rent year. Taxa marked with an asterisk * are new
to the Dutch list.

The following CDNA members voted on some
or all of the records in this report: Theo Bakker,
Max Berlijn, Ruud F J van Beusekom, A (Bert) de
Bruin, Jan van der Laan (chairman), Karel A
Mauer, C S (Kees) Roselaar, Jelle Scharringa
(secretary), Roland E van der Vliet (archivist) and
Wim M Wiegant (former archivist). Records
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should be sent to CDNA, Postbus 45, 2080 AA
Santpoort-Zuid, the Netherlands, preferably using
standard forms which can be obtained free of
charge from CDNA. Records can also be submit-
ted through e-mail (cdna@dutchbirding.nl) or via
the CDNA site on the Dutch Birding homepage
(http://www.dutchbirding.nl), using an electronic
submission form. On the same CDNA site, it is
possible to see which records are currently under
review, which were recently accepted and which
were rejected.

Decisions regarding taxonomy have been
delegated to the Dutch committee for avian sys-
tematics, the Commissie Systematiek Neder-
landse Avifauna (CSNA) which on 1 January
1999 consisted of the following members:
Arnoud B van den Berg, Cornelis ] Hazevoet, C S
(Kees) Roselaar, George Sangster (secretary) and
Ronald Sluys.

The CDNA has decided to no longer consider
records of European Storm-petrel Hydrobates
pelagicus, Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus and
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos from 1
January 2000 onwards (contra van den Berg &
Bosman 1999). All three have become increas-
ingly regular over the last 10 years and are
(much) more often seen than submitted. This
report is the last in which these three species are
treated (apart from belated pre-2000 records).

In 1999, a total of at least 346 species was
recorded with only one species new to the Dutch
list: Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmeus (first
and second records). Further highlights were the

252 Black Brant / Zwarte Rotgans Branta nigricans,
adult, Noordpolderzijl, Groningen, 17 November 1998
(Eric Koops)
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third Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis, third Forster’s
Tern Sterna forsteri, third Red-flanked Bluetail
Tarsiger cyanurus and fourth Rufous-tailed Rock
Thrush Monticola saxatilis. Also in 1999, the
third consecutive successful breeding record of
Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo (four young
fledged) was recorded.

Systematic list of accepted records

Whistling Swan / Fluitzwaan

Cygnus columbianus 1,4,0

1998 18-28 December, Gieterveen, Gieten, and
Eexterveen, Anloo, Drenthe, and 5-10 January 1999,
Lauwersmeer, De Marne, Groningen.

This record of the returning individual was already
mentioned in Wiegant et al (1999b). Van Dongen et al
(2000) mentioned its return in the winter of 1999/2000
but the CDNA did not receive any details.

Lesser White-fronted Goose / Dwerggans

Anser erythropus -,61,-

1989 30 November, Hedwigepolder, Hulst, Zeeland,
adult (P L Meininger, H Schekkerman).

Although mentioned by van den Berg & Bosman
(1999; with a maximum of five), this record had not
officially been published until now. This species is no
longer considered since 1 January 1992.

Black Brant / Zwarte Rotgans

Branta nigricans 7,88,-

1998 12 February and 15-22 March, Texel, Noord-
Holland, four, two adults and two juveniles (P Postma,
M Brix; Postma & Brix 1999); 14 March to 1 April (one)
and 1 November (two), Hippolytushoef, Wieringen,
and Den Helder, Noord-Holland, adults (P M A van der

253 King Eider / Koningseider Somateria spectabilis,
first-summer male, Oost-Vlieland, Vlieland, Friesland,
May 1999 (Jan den Hertog)




Wielen, A P Leegwater); 25-28 March, Schiermonnik-
oog, Friesland, adult (B Lagerveld, P L Meininger, J van
der Laan); 5 October to 22 November, Noordpolderzijl,
Eemsmond, Groningen, maximum of two on 13-16
November, adults, photographed (K van Dijken, A de
Bruin, E Koops); 18 October, Hippolytushoef, Wierin-
gen, Noord-Holland, adult (P M A van der Wielen, A P
Leegwater, R E Brouwer); 1 December, Polder Mids-
land, Terschelling, Friesland, two adults (T Bakker,
A Ouwerkerk); 2 December to 31 January 1999,
Anjum, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult, photographed
(T Bakker, O Tol, L Davids); 26 December, Schiermon-
nikoog, Friesland, adult, photographed (B van de
Meulengraaf).

1997 26 October to 9 February 1998, Prunjepolder,
Schouwen-Duiveland, Zeeland, adult (P M A van der
Wielen, A P Leegwater).

The family group on Texel was previously accepted
for 15-22 March only (cf Loos & Wassink 1999). The
1997 record concerns a date extension by one month
(cf Wiegant et al 1999b). The bird on 18 October 1998
is a different individual from the two birds seen on 1
November 1998. This species is no longer considered
since 1 January 1999.

Ring-necked Duck x Tufted Duck /
Ringsnaveleend x Kuifeend
Aythya collaris x fuligula 0,3,0
1994 12 April, Vlaardingen, Zuid-Holland, adult male
(V van der Spek, J de Kleijn).

This record is considered to refer to the same bird as
the one recorded at the same site in March-April 1993.

Lesser Scaup / Kleine Topper

Aythya affinis 0,2,1

20 December to 15 January 2000, Haringvliet, Ber-
nisse, and Spuimond, Hellevoetsluis, Zuid-Holland,
adult male, videoed (N D van Swelm, B ] M de Bruin,
T C Luijendijk).

This is the third record; despite its long stay, this bird
was only seen on three dates and most of the time
could only be viewed from a boat. Previous records
were in 1994-95 and 1996. This species is now annu-
ally recorded in Britain, so more records can be
expected in the near future.

King Eider / Koningseider

Somateria spectabilis 1,6,1

23 May to 16 December, Oost-Vlieland, Vlieland,
Friesland, second calendar-year male, photographed
(A Schaftenaar, ) van ‘t Bosch, W van der Waal; Dutch
Birding 21: 181, plate 189, 1999).

The Wadden Sea, with its large concentration of
Common Eiders S mollissima, obviously offers the best
chance to find this Arctic duck. This was the first male
since 1991.

Falcated Duck / Bronskopeend

Mareca falcata 0,5,0

1992 22-28 January and 16 March to 18 April, and 1-2
January 1993, and 26 April 1993, and 15 October 1994
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to 10 June 1995, and 16 November to 22 December
1996, Zuid-Kennemerland, Bennebroek/Bloemendaal/
Haarlem/Zandvoort/Hillegom/Velsen, ~ Noord-Holland/
Zuid-Holland, adult male (no ring), photographed
(R Slaterus et al); 7-28 March, Engelermeer, Den Bosch,
Noord-Brabant, adult male (no ring), photographed (J H
Rahder, J Nijkamp et al).

The record of 1992-96 was previously published
with incomplete dates. An overview of all European
records will be published in Dutch Birding before long.

American Wigeon / Amerikaanse Smient
Mareca americana 5,23,2
3 January, Weurt, Beuningen, Gelderland, adult male
(E Nieuwstraten, H van der Jeugd, B Aarts); 14-20 No-
vember, Heulse Waard, Houten, Utrecht, adult male,
videoed (B Rijksen, P van Scheepen).
1998 25-26 March, Hekslootpolder, Haarlem, 27
March, Spaarnwouderplas, Haarlemmerliede en Spaarn-
woude, and 28 March, Velserbroekpolder, Velsen,
Noord-Holland, adult male (P Schrijver, R Slaterus, D )
Moerbeek).

A record from 24 March to 6 April at Garrelsweer,
Loppersum, Groningen, has not (yet) been submitted
(cf van Dongen et al 1999).

Blue-winged Teal / Blauwvleugeltaling

Anas discors 6,18,1

24-28 April, Fraterwaard, Doesburg, Gelderland, adult
male (B van de Meulengraaf, M Berlijn).

Compared with American Wigeon, individuals of
this species in the WP show the occurrence pattern of a
migrant, wintering somewhere in southern Europe or
northern Africa and migrating to northern Europe.
American Wigeons seem to winter in central Europe,
probably summering somewhere in northern Europe. A
record on 9-10 May at Zijpe, Noord-Holland, is still in
circulation.

Green-winged Teal / Amerikaanse Wintertaling

Anas carolinensis 6,10,2

21-30 April, Oostelijke Binnenpolder and Polder
Achteraf, Maarssen, Utrecht, adult male (E de Valk, H R
Russer, R Pieterson); 30 April to 7 May, Rammegors,
Tholen, Zeeland, adult male (W Janse, H Janse, B-J
Luijendijk).

Since 1995, this species has been recorded annually,
mostly during spring migration. It shows the same
general pattern in occurrence as Blue-winged Teal.
A record from 21 November to 6 December on Texel,
Noord-Holland, is still in circulation.

Balearic Shearwater / Vale Pijlstormvogel

Puffinus mauretanicus 5,63,-

1997 9 October, Oost-Vlieland, Vlieland, Friesland

(C ) N Winter, R A van Splunder, W A van Splunder).
This species is no longer considered since 1 January

1998 but many records from before this year are still in

notebooks of several observers, so probably this taxon

will be mentioned in CDNA reports for many years to

come!
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254 Glossy Ibis / Zwarte lbis Plegadlis falcinellus, Burgervlotbrug, Noord-Holland, 12 November 1999 (René Pop)

European Storm-petrel / Stormvogeltje

Hydrobates pelagicus -,104,0

1998 30 October, Petten, Zijpe, Noord-Holland (P M A
van der Wielen); 31 October, Zuidpier, l)muiden,
Velsen, Noord-Holland, at least four (R Slaterus, M S
Robb, J Dijkhuizen); 31 October, Scheveningen, Den
Haag, Zuid-Holland, 26 (R E van der Vliet, R Karskens,
R van der Vliet).

1999 was the last year that this species was
considered by the CDNA but none was reported.
Several reports from the 1998 influx still have not been
submitted while two reports from 1997 are still in
circulation. The total number of individuals for the
1998 influx now stands at 47, of which 37 flew past
Scheveningen on 30 and 31 October.

* Pygmy Cormorant / Dwergaalscholver

Microcarbo pygmeus 0,0,2

23-24 January, Mastwijk, Montfoort, Utrecht, possibly
first-winter, photographed, videoed (C Tims, W Stoo-
pendaal, C Witkamp; van den Berg & Bosman 1999,
Stoopendaal & Tims 1999, Ebels et al 2000; Birding
World 12: 10, 1999, Dutch Birding 21: 58, plate 48,
64, plate 55, 1999, 22: 129, plate 105, 130, plates
106-107, 2000); 12 June, Observatiehut Zeearend,
Oostvaardersplassen, Lelystad, Flevoland, summer
plumage, photographed (A Vink, H Vink-Slotboom,
F Ossendorp; Ebels et al 2000; Dutch Birding 22: 131,
plate 108, 2000).

254

The first record was followed five months later by
the second although the bird of Flevoland may have
been the same bird as the one at Montfoort. The spe-
cies is increasing on its breeding grounds in eastern
Europe and has recolonized Hungary (first recent
breeding in 1985), Slovakia (1992-93) and Italy (since
1982, 30 pairs in 1999) (Ebels et al 2000).

Atlantic Great Cormorant / Grote Aalscholver
Phalacrocorax carbo carbo 6,6,0

The record of a colour-ringed bird presumed to be
this taxon first seen at Heel, Heel en Panheel, Limburg,
on 6 September 1998 and then well observed on 4-15
February 2000 (van den Berg et al 2000) and again
reported from 17 September 2000 onwards, is still in
circulation.

Great White Pelican / Roze Pelikaan
Pelecanus onocrotalus 1,2,0

The bird photographed at Nieuw-Bergen, Bergen,
Limburg, on 6-7 October is still in circulation (Birding
World 12: 424, 1999, Dutch Birding 21: 287, plate
302, 1999). Other reports from the autumn of 1999 (cf
van Dongen et al 1999) are either still in circulation or
have not (yet) been submitted.

Squacco Heron / Ralreiger
Ardeola ralloides 25 (since 1866),15,0
1995 14 August, Vooroever, Wervershoof, Noord-



Holland, adult winter (A L Roobeek, ] Buysman,
W Kooijman).

The number of records in the past decade is lower
than in previous decades, so a new generation of bird-
ers is eagerly waiting for the next one to come.
A record of a bird at Deurnese Peel, Asten, Noord-
Brabant, on 29 July is still in circulation.

Glossy Ibis / Zwarte Ibis
Plegadis falcinellus 115,59,2
21-22 August, Rammegors, Tholen, Zeeland, adult
summer (P L Meininger, G A Davidse, R Sponselee); 28
October to at least October 2000, Petten, Zijpe,
Noord-Holland, first-winter, photographed (L van
Welie, O Tol, M Berlijn; Birding World 12: 441, 1999,
Dutch Birding 21: 361, plate 381, 1999).

1999 is the last year for which records of this species
are considered.

Greater Flamingo / Flamingo

Phoenicopterus roseus 14,77 -

1986 26 February, Oostvoornse Meer, Westvoorne,
Zuid-Holland, two, adult, photographed (L P Heems-
kerk).

Every now and then, a birder will find in his attic or
cellar some photographs of taxa that are (or have been)
considered by the CDNA, in this case after 14 years.
This record is considered to refer to the same birds
(three at first) present at this locality from 21 January to
16 March 1985. The CDNA welcomes all records from
before 1993.

Eurasian Griffon Vulture / Vale Gier

Gyps fulvus 9,8,1

1 June, Goes, and 2-3 June, Anna Frisopolder, Noord-
Beveland, Zeeland, second calendar-year, photograph-
ed, videoed (M Hoekstein, P L Meininger, ] Walhout;
Hoekstein 2000; Dutch Birding 21: 184, plate 197,
1999, 22: 142, plates 109-110, 2000).

This bird was wearing a white colour-ring on its left
leg with the inscription PE. After scrutinizing the
Internet, it became known that it had been ringed as a
chick on 16 April 1998 at Gorges de la Jonte, Lozere,
France (Hoekstein 2000).

Short-toed Eagle / Slangenarend
Circaetus gallicus 3,7,2
21 May, Haagse Waterleidingduinen, Wassenaar, Zuid-
Holland, adult (A Remeeus); 25 September, Elterberg,
Rijnwaarden, Gelderland (E A W Ernens, J Schoppers,
H Sierdsema).

This species has now been recorded annually since
1996. A report from Echt, Limburg, is still in circula-
tion.

Pallid Harrier / Steppekiekendief
Circus macrourus 5,3,1
16 April, Wagejot, Texel, Noord-Holland, male, prob-
ably fourth calendar-year (A Wassink).

Two records from May and September are still in cir-
culation. Compared with Fenno-Scandinavian coun-
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tries, this species is very rare in the Netherlands, with
records in April-May and August-October. Typically
though, this bird stayed for a short period and thus
eluded the ever-growing new generation of birders still
waiting for their first Pallid Harrier in the Netherlands.

Golden Eagle / Steenarend

Aquila chrysaetos 10,4,1

16-19 October, Terschelling, Friesland, first-winter,
photographed (A Ouwerkerk, T Hek; Dutch Birding 21:
362, plate 382, 1999).

Despite its large size, this bird was very elusive and
eluded all visiting birders. The last long-stayer was in
1981. Since then, only two were recorded, in 1992 and
1993, both being one-day records.

Little Crake / Klein Waterhoen

Porzana parva -,8,1

12 June to 8 July, Kampina, Boxtel, Noord-Brabant,
adult male, singing, photographed, sound-recorded
(K de Vries, M Berlijn, W Janse; Dutch Birding 21: 234,
plate 248, 1999).

1998 30 May to 7 June, Kollumerpomp, Kollumerland
en Nieuwkruisland, Friesland, male, singing, sound-
recorded (R Slaterus, M S Robb, M van den Bergh).

Baillon’s Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen

Porzana pusilla -,23,2

9-14 June, Roetwaarden, Den Nul, Olst, Overijssel,
male, singing, sound-recorded (M Zekhuis, P Voskamp,
C Derks); 16-19 June, Vianen, Zuid-Holland, male,
singing, sound-recorded (R Jansen, R Slaterus, M S
Robb).

The CDNA maintains the tough policy that only
sound-recorded birds or well-documented sight
records will be accepted. Descriptions of calls alone
are not sufficient. A sight record on 19 May on
Terschelling, Friesland, has not (yet) been submitted as
have several other reports in June (cf van Dongen et al
1999).

Stone-curlew / Griel

Burhinus oedicnemus -,23,2

22 May, Kennemerduinen, Bloemendaal, Noord-
Holland, photographed, videoed (A B van den Berg,
F Hieselaar, L ) R Boon); 7 June, De Hoge Veluwe, Ede,
Gelderland (D Moore).

1998 26 April, De Blocq van Kuffeler, Almere, Flevo-
land, calling, sound-recorded (M S Robb, R Slaterus).

Collared Pratincole / Vorkstaartplevier

Glareola pratincola 5,11,2

6 May, De Blikken, Groede, Oostburg, Zeeland, sum-
mer plumage (H van Oosterhout, P Wink, M Kapoen);
15 June, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult,
summer plumage (R Hovinga, R J Jonkvorst).

Two records in August have not (yet) been submitted
(cf van Dongen et al 1999). A report on 8 June 1997 at
Grevenbicht, Born, Limburg, has recently been sub-
mitted.
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255 Golden Eagle / Steenarend Aquila chrysaetos, first-winter, Terschelling, Friesland, 19 October 1999 (Arie

Ouwerkerk) 256 Forster’s Tern / Forsters Stern Sterna forsteri, adult winter, De Boschplaat, Terschelling, Friesland,

14 November 1999 (Arie Ouwerkerk) 257 Lesser Yellowlegs / Kleine Geelpootruiter Tringa flavipes, adult, Jaap

Deensgat, Lauwersmeer, Groningen, August 1999 (Eric Koops) 258 Pectoral Sandpiper / Gestreepte Strandloper
Calidris melanotos, juvenile, Hoogkerk, Groningen, 18 September 1999 (Lucien Davids)

Black-winged Pratincole / Steppevorkstaartplevier
Glareola nordmanni 12,12,2

29 August, Linden, Cuijk, Noord-Brabant, moulting
from summer to winter plumage, photographed
(L Peters, M Koning, M Berlijn); 8-14 September,
Stinkgat, Tholen, Zeeland, adult, videoed (G A David-
se, P A Wolf et al).

Van Dongen et al (1999) mentioned another record
which has not (yet) been submitted. Before 1990,
Black-winged Pratincole used to be less rare than
Collared Pratincole but, after 1990, the reverse seems
to be true: before 1990, there were 19 records (22
birds) of Black-winged and six (seven birds) of Collared
and, after 1990, four and 10 records (11 birds), respec-
tively.
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pratincole / vorkstaartplevier

Glareola 3,7,0

1998 15 May, De Robbenjager, De Cocksdorp, Texel,
Noord-Holland (J ) F ) Jansen).

American Golden Plover / Amerikaanse Goudplevier
Pluvialis dominicus 1,9,1

20-22 November, Goedereede, Zuid-Holland, first-
winter, photographed (R van Rossum, ] Dijkhuizen,
H Groen).

An adult photographed at Groote Keeten, Zijpe,
Noord-Holland, on 20-22 April (Dutch Birding 21:
184, plate 196, 1999) is still in circulation. This spe-
cies has been recorded annually since 1994. For
Pacific Golden Plover P fulva, 1999 proved to be a
blank year.



Sociable Lapwing / Steppekievit

Vanellus gregarius 12,22,3

29 March, De Blikken, Groede, Oostburg, Zeeland,
adult summer, photographed (P A Wolf, P L Meininger,
S Lilipaly); 25 August to 26 September, Winssense Veld,
Beuningen, Gelderland, adult summer, photographed
(R Lensink); 4 October, Baarlo, I/sselham, Overijssel,
first-winter, photographed (S Bernardus et al; Dutch
Birding 21: 365, plate 387, 1999).

White-tailed Lapwing / Witstaartkievit
Vanellus leucurus 1,3,1
7 June, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult sum-
mer () H Bolhuis, K Bode, K Sars).

This individual eluded nearly all birders who visit
this area almost daily, showing that even a conspicuous
bird can be a real nuisance to find.

White-rumped Sandpiper / Bonapartes Strandloper
Calidris fuscicollis 1,4,1

1-8 August, Den Oever, Wieringen, Noord-Holland,
adult summer, photographed, videoed (S Lagerveld,
B Lagerveld, M Berlijn; Dutch Birding 21: 234, plate
246, 1999).

This sixth record confirms that the best strategy to
find this species is to search roosting sites bordering the
Wadden Sea at high tide. Apart from the first record of
a first-winter in October 1977, all others concerned
adult summer birds moulting into winter plumage.

Pectoral Sandpiper / Gestreepte Strandloper
Calidris melanotos 9,76,16
14-22 May, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult,
photographed (J Bisschop, R Mulder, R O Winters);
1 June, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel, Friesland (R Mulder,
J ) F ) Jansen); 1-3 June, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel,
Friesland (J J F ) Jansen et al); 5 August, Erlecomse
Waard, Ooypolder, Ubbergen, Gelderland, adult
() Dijkhuizen, C Zuijderduijn); 5-10 August, Jaap
Deensgat, Lauwersmeer, De Marne, Groningen, adult
(M Berlijn, R E van der Vliet); 18 September, Hoogkerk,
Groningen, Groningen, two, juveniles, photographed
(M P Olthoff, L Davids, S de Bruin); 18-20 September,
Breezand, Anna Paulowna, Noord-Holland, juvenile,
photographed (S Lagerveld, B Lagerveld, T Admiraal);
18-25 September, ‘t Zand, Zijpe, Noord-Holland, two,
juveniles (J Brandjes, M Berlijn; Dutch Birding 21: 289,
plate 313, 1999); 18-29 September, Naardermeer,
Naarden, Noord-Holland, three, juveniles, photograph-
ed () Brandjes, R F J van Beusekom, M Berlijn); 19
September, Markiezaat, Woensdrecht, Noord-Brabant,
juvenile () J Blankert, H Bult, R M Teixeira); 27
September to 3 October, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel,
Friesland, juvenile (P P de Vries, R Versteeg, O Tol); 1
October, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel, Friesland, juvenile
(P P de Vries, R Versteeg, O Tol).
1997 13 September, Zijperpolder, Zijpe, Noord-
Holland, juvenile, photographed (S Lagerveld, K )
Eigenhuis, J van ‘t Hof).

This is the best year ever, with 16 individuals so far
accepted. The previous best year was 1989 (nine
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records), followed by 1993 (eight) and 1988, 1991,
1992 and 1998 (all with seven). This is the last year this
species was considered but the CDNA welcomes all
records from before 2000.

Broad-billed Sandpiper / Breedbekstrandloper
Limicola falcinellus 23,58,4
15-16 May, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult
summer (W J B Fontijn, E Koops, R Mulder); 29-30
May, Den Oever, Wieringen, Noord-Holland, adult
summer (R E Brouwer, M Berlijn, J van der Laan); 9-16
July, Den Oever, Wieringen, Noord-Holland, adult
summer, photographed (R E Brouwer, H P Rustenburg);
12-14 July, Den Oever, Wieringen, Noord-Holland,
adult summer (R E Brouwer, H P Rustenburg).
1973 13-29 August, Kroonspolders, Vlieland, Friesland,
trapped, photographed (G C Boere, K H Voous; Limosa
47:40, 1974).

The 1973 record concerns a date extension.
A record from 11-22 September is still in circulation
while other birds reported on 9 May at Den Oever,
Wieringen, Noord-Holland, on 14-18 May at Holwerd,
Dongeradeel, Friesland, on 20 July at Amstelmeer,
Anna Paulowna, Noord-Holland, and on 13 September
at Zwarte Haan, Dongeradeel, Friesland, have not (yet)
been submitted (cf van Dongen et al 1999).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper / Blonde Ruiter

Tryngites subruficollis 3,8,1

18 September, Flaauwers Inlaag, Middenschouwen,
Zeeland, juvenile, photographed, videoed (D Kok,
N van Duivendijk, H Prinsen; Dutch Birding 21: 298,
plate 320, 1999).

A report on 15 October at Camperduin, Schoorl,
Noord-Holland, is still in circulation while another on
16 August at Eemshaven, Eemsmond, Groningen, has
not (yet) been submitted (cf van Dongen et al 1999).

Great Snipe / Poelsnip

Gallinago media -,18,1

10 April, Beuven, Strabrechtse Heide, Someren, Noord-
Brabant, adult (J-E Kikkert).

1998 15 May, Philipsdam, Bruinisse, Zeeland (P A
Wolf, F A Arts, ] Graveland).

This seems an average number but the 1998 bird
was only the third spring record and the one in April
1999 the fourth as well as the earliest ever. A report on
31 July at Berkheide, Wassenaar, Zuid-Holland, has not
(yet) been submitted.

Long-billed Dowitcher / Grote Grijze Snip
Limnodromus scolopaceus 0,15,0
1998 25 April to 9 May, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel,
Friesland, adult summer (R Slaterus, P Thomas).
1996 22 October, Paesens, Dongeradeel, Friesland,
juvenile (S Witvoet, R Hovinga).

The 1996 record constitutes the first of a juvenile.

dowitcher / grijze snip

Limnodromus griseus/scolopaceus 1,3,0
1997 24 April to 1 May, Bandpolder, Dongeradeel,
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Friesland, adult, videoed (L J R Boon, A de Bruin et al;
cf Wiegant et al 1999b).

Lesser Yellowlegs / Kleine Geelpootruiter
Tringa flavipes 1,3,2
6-11 August, Jaap Deensgat, Lauwersmeer, De Marne,
Groningen, adult summer moulting to winter plumage,
photographed (R Cazemier, M Berlijn, P Palmen; Dutch
Birding 21: 230, plate 236, 1999); 3 November, Oos-
terend, Terschelling, Friesland, first-winter (P G Schrij-
vershof, A Ouwerkerk).

The Lauwersmeer bird may very well have been the
bird of July 1998 since timing and location were very
similar (cf Wiegant et al 1999b).

Terek Sandpiper / Terekruiter

Xenus cinereus 1,15,1

1-2 May, Flaauwers Inlaag, Middenschouwen, Zeeland
(D van der Spoel, W Janse, H Janse).

A typical date for this species. There are now 11
records in May, two in June, and one in July, August,
September and October. Van Dongen et al (1999)
mentioned no less than four other records which have
not (yet) been submitted.

Long-tailed Jaeger / Kleinste Jager
Stercorarius longicaudus -,107 -
1991 15 September, Wadden Sea near Schiermonnik-

oog, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, juvenile (A de Bruin,
B Balten, M Olthoff).

This species is no longer considered since 1 January
1993.

Ring-billed Gull / Ringsnavelmeeuw

Larus delawarensis 0,7,0

21 November to 2 February 2000, Goes, Zeeland,
adult male, photographed (P van Rij et al; Dutch
Birding 22: 52, plate 55, 2000).

1998 18 January to 11 February and 18 September to at
least January 1999, Goes, Zeeland, adult male.

This returning individual had already been mention-
ed in the 1998 report. In September 2000, it was
reported again from the same site. This long-staying
bird obscures the fact that this species is still a major
rarity, with records in 1986, 1992 (two), 1995, 1996
and 1997.

Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw

Larus fuscus 0,4,1

10 October, Enschede, Overijssel, adult (P Knolle,
E van Boxtel, A Poelmans).

1998 29 August, Westkapelle, Zeeland, adult.

The 1998 record was erroneously published for 29
September in Wiegant et al (1999b). A large number of
reports from 1999 is still under consideration or has not
(yet) been submitted. Confusion with small dark-backed

259 Black Guillemot / Zwarte Zeekoet Cepphus grylle, first calendar-year female (found dead at Oost-Vlieland,
Vlieland, Friesland, on 11 August 1993), Zoologisch Museum, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, 29 March 2000
(Jip Louwe Kooijmans)
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Owl / Oehoe Bubo bubo, St Pietersberg, Maastricht, Limburg, 5 June 1999

(Arnoud B van den Berg)

‘intermedius’-type birds is an identification pitfall, and
future investigations may well lead to the conclusion that
autumn adults can not be safely identified in the field. In
that case, all records of adults need to be reviewed.

Heuglin’s Gull / Heuglins Meeuw
Larus heuglini 0,0,0

The bird photographed at Groningen, Groningen, on
14-15 June (Bakker 1999) has not (yet) been submitted.

Mediterranean Yellow-legged Gull /
Mediterrane Geelpootmeeuw
Larus michahellis michahellis

The report of a recovery of an individual ringed on
Mrkan, Croatia, on 6 June 1964 from Marken, Water-
land, Noord-Holland, in August 1965 (Larus 19: 133-
144, 1965, Vogelwarte 25: 362, 1970, Wielewaal 47:
129-130, 1981, van den Berg & Bosman 1999) is in
error. The bird in question was in fact found dead on
the very same place (Mrkan) where it had been ringed
(CDNA archives).

Iceland Gull / Kleine Burgemeester
Larus glaucoides 21,68,-
1989 23-27 December, Markthallen, Amsterdam, Noord-
Holland, first-winter (R ] J Vlek, A H V Eggenhuizen).

The bird was considered to be a different individual
from the one present at IJmuiden, Velsen, Noord-Hol-
land, from 16 December 1989 to 10 March 1990. It

was submitted thanks to the ambitious bird archivist of
Amsterdam who is very keen on adding records of rare
birds to the Amsterdam list, much to the delight of the
CDNA. 1997 was the last year for which records of this
species were considered.

Roseate Tern / Dougalls Stern

Sterna dougallii 3,20,0

1997 23 June, Westkapelle, Zeeland, adult, summer
plumage (P A Wolf).

Forster’s Tern / Forsters Stern

Sterna forsteri 0,2,1

13-14 November, De Boschplaat, Terschelling, Fries-
land, adult winter, photographed (E van Winden, A
Ouwerkerk, H Zevenhuizen et al; Dutch Birding 21:
363, plate 384, 1999).

The third record of this tern was at one of the hardest
places to reach, involving a two-hour boat trip to
Terschelling followed by a two-hour bicycle drive on a
muddy trail. It is here where the boys get separated
from the men. In fact, the men were far behind ...

Black Guillemot / Zwarte Zeekoet

Cepphus grylle 31,41,0

1998 28 December to 6 March 1999, Nieuwe Haven,
Den Helder, Noord-Holland, first-winter.

1993 9-11 August, Oost-Vlieland, Vlieland, Friesland,
first calendar-year female, found dead on 11 August,
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skin retained at Zoodlogisch Museum, Amsterdam (H M
van Eck, T G Prins).

1989 23 September, Camperduin, Schoorl, Noord-
Holland, adult summer moulting to adult winter (L P
Heemskerk, F Ossendorp, A Veen).

The 1989 record appeared from the same birder’s
attic where the 1986 record of Greater Flamingo was
found. The 1998 bird had already been mentioned by
Wiegant et al (1999b). The CDNA awaits submission of
at least two 1999 reports, one on 13 October at Cam-
perduin, Schoorl, Noord-Holland, and one on 1 No-
vember at Brouwersdam, Goedereede, Zuid-Holland
(cf van Dongen et al 1999).

Eurasian Eagle Owl / Oehoe
Bubo bubo 1,16,4

The pair at Maastricht, Limburg, remained at their
regular site all year and again raised four young as in
1997 and 1998 (Birding World 12: 273, 1999, Dutch
Birding 21: 174, plate 177, 1999, Br Birds 93: 126,
plates 79-80, 2000). There were rumours about another
nesting pair in southern Limburg, raising two young.
However, no information was submitted to the CDNA.

Tengmalm’s Owl / Ruigpootuil

Aegolius funereus -,4,1

29 March, Slotplaats, Bakkeveen, Opsterland, Fries-
land, male, calling (K H Scholten), and late March to
12 April, Norg, Noordenveld, Drenthe, male, calling,
sound-recorded (E Menkveld, R Slaterus, C van der
Wardt et al; Ebels & Menkveld 1999).

1976 15-21 March, De Witreit, boswachterij Hapert,
Bladel, Noord-Brabant, singing, sound-recorded (W van
de Voort).

Both 1999 records are considered to refer to the
same individual because of coincidental timing and
location. This individual was very much appreciated by
the new generation of ‘Angry Young Birders’. The last
long-staying individual was in 1985-87 at Grolloo,
Rolde, Drenthe. The 1976 record finally confirms the
rumours that this species may also occur in southern
parts of the Netherlands.

FIGURE T Tengmalm’s Owl / Ruigpootuil Aegolius
funereus, song, Bladel, Noord-Brabant, 15 March 1976
(Wim van de Voort)

1 Sec £ Sec

8 kHz —

4kHz —
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Alpine Swift / Alpengierzwaluw
Apus melba 7,22,1
5 June, Steenwaard, Houten, Utrecht (B Rijksen).

There is only one record of a bird staying longer
than one day, in late October 1987. Two 1999 reports
are still in circulation.

European Roller / Scharrelaar

Coracias garrulus 53,15,0

1980 7 June, Eierlandse Duinen, Texel, Noord-Hol-

land, photographed (R Olivier, R van Bree, L Querelle).
Another example of what can turn up when birders

clean up their archives. 1999 remained a blank year for

this colourful vagrant.

Greater Short-toed Lark / Kortteenleeuwerik
Calandrella brachydactyla 3,19,2

16 May, Camperduin, Schoorl, Noord-Holland, adult
(P M A van der Wielen, T Damm, ] Stok); 9-12 Septem-
ber, Uitdam, Waterland, Noord-Holland, first-year,
photographed, videoed (F van Groen, C Crommelin,
RJJ Viek et al).

The species has been recorded annually since 1992,
with a gap in 1996. An out-of-season report from 30
January at Kennemermeer, Velsen, Noord-Holland, is
still in circulation. Three reports in October have not
(yet) been submitted (cf van Dongen et al 1999).

Red-rumped Swallow / Roodstuitzwaluw

Hirundo daurica 2,35,2

3 May, Eierlandse Duinen, Texel, Noord-Holland
(A Wassink); 24 October, Eemshaven, Eemsmond, Gro-
ningen (M P Olthoff, R Kamps).

1998 29 March, Breskens, Oostburg, Zeeland (P A Wolf,
O Boeren, S Lilipaly); 16 May, Breskens, Oostburg, Zee-
land, two.

The March 1998 record is the earliest ever and the
first for that month. The May 1998 record at Breskens
was erroneously published for 14 May in Wiegant et al
(1999b).

Olive-backed Pipit / Siberische Boompieper

Anthus hodgsoni 0,9,0

1998 11 October, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Hol-
land (A Wassink).

A report on 22 October 1999 at Hoge Berg, Texel,
Noord-Holland, has not (yet) been submitted (cf van
Dongen et al 1999). Previous records were in October
1987, April 1988, September 1988, October 1990,
January-February 1991 (two), October 1991 and
October 1997.

Citrine Wagtail / Citroenkwikstaart

Motacilla citreola 0,10,1

7 May, Katwijk aan Zee, Katwijk, Zuid-Holland, female,
photographed (M Guyt, R van Rossum et al; Dutch
Birding 21: 184, plate 193, 1999).

An adult male photographed at Lauwersmeer, De
Marne, Groningen, on 9 May has only recently been
submitted. This was the seventh consecutive year with
records of this species; there are now 11 records, with
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261 Red-flanked Bluetail / Blauwstaart Tarsiger cyanurus, first-winter male, Kroonspolders, Vlieland, Friesland,
11 October 1999 (Gerrit Bochem) 262 Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia svecica svecica,

Veendam, Groningen, 27 June 1999 (Arnoud B van den Berg) 263 Pine Bunting / Witkopgors Emberiza leuco-
cephalos, first-winter female, Castricum, Noord-Holland, 8 November 1999 (André J van Loon)
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one in April, four in May, one in June, two in August
and three in September.

Thrush Nightingale / Noordse Nachtegaal
Luscinia luscinia 7,36,2
15 May to 5 June, Ooypolder, Ubbergen, Gelderland,
singing, trapped on 27 May, photographed, sound-
recorded (A Vink, H van Diek, A B van den Berg et al;
Dutch Birding 21: 184, plate 198, 1999); 22 August,
Terwolde, Voorst, Gelderland, first-winter, trapped,
photographed (] W Vlottes, R C L Versteeg, G ] van
Weess).
1998 23-28 May, Twiske, Oostzaan, Noord-Holland,
singing.

The 1998 record concerns a date extension (cf Wie-
gant et al 1999b).

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst

Luscinia svecica svecica 31,31,2

20 May, Oost-Vlieland, Vlieland, Friesland (A Schafte-
naar); 22 June to 30 July, Zuiderweg, Veendam,
Groningen, male, photographed, sound-recorded
(E Klunder, A B van den Berg, M S Robb; Dutch Birding
21: 177, plate 185, 1999).

The CDNA welcomes details about the reported bree-
ding at Veendam. A report from 1 June at Spijk,
Eemsmond, Groningen, has not (yet) been submitted
(van Dongen et al 1999). In 1999, the CDNA stated that,
generally, bluethroats can only be identified with cer-
tainty in spring. Statistically, it seems likely that nearly
all bluethroats trapped in autumn concern Red-spotted
Bluethroat but, because of overlap in measurements,
only very obvious individuals are identifiable (Kees
Roselaar in litt). Although 21 trapped autumn birds in
1958-74 have been reported as Red-spotted (cf van den
Berg & Bosman 1999), none was sufficiently document-
ed to give certainty about the identification. The follow-
ing records have, therefore, been rejected: 9 September
1958 (Zwarte Meer, Brederwiede/Genemuiden/Kampen,
Overijssel), 14 September 1962 (Knardijk, Lelystad,
Flevoland), 29 September 1962 (Hoophuizen, Nun-
speet, Gelderland), 14 August 1963 (two; Knardijk, Lely-
stad), 31 August 1963 (Knardijk, Lelystad), 6 September
1965 (Vlieland, Friesland), 1 October 1965 (Vlieland),
24 July 1966 (Hoophuizen), 21 August 1966 (Schier-
monnikoog, Friesland), 27 August 1966 (Knardijk, Zee-
wolde/Lelystad), 28 August 1966 (Westlandse Duinen,
Den Haag, Zuid-Holland), 18 September and 1 October
1966 (Oostelijk Flevoland, Dronten/Lelystad, Flevo-
land), 24 September 1967 (Oostelijk Flevoland, Dron-
ten/Lelystad), 7 July 1968 (Someren, Noord-Brabant), 1
September 1968 (Westlandse Duinen), 6 September
1968 (Westlandse Duinen), 20 September 1969 (Vlie-
land), 30 August 1970 (Westlandse Duinen), 19 Sep-
tember 1970 (Zuidelijk Flevoland, Almere/Lelystad/Zee-
wolde, Flevoland), 26 September 1970 (Westlandse
Duinen) and 15 September 1974 (Pannerden, Rijn-
waarden, Gelderland). In addition, the spring report of a
male at Baexem, Heythuysen, Limburg, from 30 April to
5 May 1962, provisionally mentioned in van den Berg &
Bosman (1999), has not been accepted.
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Red-flanked Bluetail / Blauwstaart
Tarsiger cyanurus 1,1,1
11-16 October, Kroonspolders, Vlieland, Friesland,
first-winter male, trapped, photographed (G Bochem,
F Majoor; Dutch Birding 21: 367, plate 392, 1999).
This bird was netted eight times before the ringers
decided to move it to another location. Many birders
gathered there the next day but the bird could not be
relocated. The two previous records were on 16
October 1967 and 29 September 1985, both on Texel,
Noord-Holland.

Siberian Stonechat / Aziatische Roodborsttapuit
Saxicola maura 9,20,0
1998 18-26 April, Planken Wambuis, Ede, Gelderland,
adult summer male (R Goldbach, F Klinge, R Nieuw-
land).

This becomes the second spring record, followed by
a female in May 1998 (Wiegant et al 1999b). The first
spring record was in March 1981.

Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit
Oenanthe pleschanka 0,5,3
4-5 October, Zeeburg, and 6-15 October, De Slufter,
Texel, Noord-Holland, first-winter male, photographed,
videoed (A van der Linden, L van der Linden, A Was-
sink et al; van Beusekom et al 2000; Birding World 12:
401, 1999, Dutch Birding 21: 304, plate 323, 1999);
24 October, Huizen, Noord-Holland, female (R F J van
Beusekom, G A Morel, H van Ruiten; van Beusekom et
al 2000); 9-11 November, Nederweert, Limburg, first-
winter female, photographed (R Pahlplatz, K Linders,
M Berlijn et al; van Beusekom et al 2000; Birding
World 12: 441, 1999, 13: 25, 2000, Dutch Birding 21:
368, plate 397, 1999).

There are now eight records, with one in May, five
in October and two in November.

Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush / Rode Rotslijster
Monticola saxatilis 1,2,1
4 May, Oude Robbengat, Lauwersmeer, De Marne,
Groningen, male, photographed (A Ouwerkerk et al;
Vink et al 2000; Birding World 12: 184, 1999, Dutch
Birding 21: 177, plate 184, 1999, 22: 14, plate 16,
2000).

Three out of four were in May and the fourth was in
April. Three out of four were males and two out of four
stayed for one day only.

Cetti’s Warbler / Cetti’s Zanger
Cettia cetti -,45,0
1998 10 August to 27 September, Ventjagersplaten,
Oosttlakkee, Zuid-Holland, singing, sound-recorded
(R Slaterus, H Prinsen, P Thomas).

If severe winters like the one in 1997 become things
of the past, perhaps breeding will be a thing for the
future?

Zitting Cisticola / Graszanger
Cisticola juncidis -,38,2
2-4 July, Paal, Hulst, Zeeland, singing, sound-recorded
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264 Radde’s Warbler / Raddes Boszanger Phylloscopus schwarzi, Korverskooi, Texel, Noord-Holland, 8 October 1999 (Arend

Wassink) 265 Western Bonelli’s Warbler / Bergfluiter Phylloscopus bonelli, Snoekebos, Kennemerduinen, Noord-Holland, 2 May

1999 (Arnoud B van den Berg) 266 Citrine Wagtail / Citroenkwikstaart Motacilla citreola, female, Katwijk aan Zee, Zuid-Holland, 7

May 1999 (René van Rossum) 267 Greater Short-toed Lark / Kortteenleeuwerik Calandrella brachydactyla, Uitdam, Waterland,

Noord-Holland, 12 September 1999 (Lucien Davids) 268 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, first-winter female,

Nederweert, Limburg, 10 November 1999 (Theo Bakker/Cursorius) 269 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka,
first-winter male, De Slufter, Texel, Noord-Holland, October 1999 (Erik Menkveld)
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270 Aquatic Warblers / Waterrietzangers Acrocephalus paludicola, first-winter, Verdronken Land van Saeftinge,
Zeeland, 24 August 1977 (G J Slob)

271 Rose-coloured Starling / Roze Spreeuw Sturnus roseus, juvenile moulting to first-winter, Camperduin,
Noord-Holland, 12 November 1999 (René Pop)




(R Slaterus, L J R Boon, P Thomas); 18 September, Den
Oever, Wieringen, Noord-Holland (O L de Vries).

1998 10 October, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-
Holland.

The 1998 record was erroneously published for 16
October in Wiegant et al (1999b). Van Dongen et al
(1999) mentioned 10 singing males in Zeeuws-Vlaan-
deren, Zeeland, and one in Friesland in the summer of
1999. The CDNA welcomes any submission. A report
at Diemen, Noord-Holland, in September was submit-
ted only recently and did not make it before the dead-
line of this report.

River Warbler / Krekelzanger

Locustella fluviatilis 7,23,1

3-14 July, Den Nul, Olst, Overijssel, singing, trapped,
photographed, sound-recorded (W Teunissen, P Vos-
kamp, M Zekhuis).

The fifth consecutive year with records of this spe-
cies. When will we see the first confirmed breeding
record? A report on 19 May at Groningen, Groningen,
has not (yet) been submitted (cf van Dongen et al
1999). The sound-recordings of a bird at Windesheim,
Zwolle, Overijssel, on 10-14 June 1997 still have not
been submitted (cf van den Berg & Bosman 1999).
Another report from 1992 is still under review.

Melodious Warbler / Orpheusspotvogel
Hippolais polyglotta 2,22,1
3 May, Shetanarode, Zoetermeer, Zuid-Holland, sing-
ing, sound-recorded (P van Wely, R Beukers, R van der
Vliet).

Several reports from 1998-99 have not (yet) been
submitted, most of them from southern Limburg (cf van
Dongen et al 1999).

Paddyfield Warbler / Veldrietzanger

Acrocephalus agricola 1,8,1

16 October, Castricum, Noord-Holland, adult, trapped,

ringed and photographed (A Wijker, P Ruiters, A ] van

Loon et al; Dutch Birding 21: 367, plate 395, 1999).
There are now 10 records. All have appeared

between 12 August and 23 October. There is only one

field-record, on 18 September 1994 on Vlieland,

Friesland.

Aquatic Warbler / Waterrietzanger

Acrocephalus paludicola -,146,-

1977 24 August, Verdronken Land van Saeftinge, Hulst,
Zeeland, two, first-winter, trapped, photographed (P L
Meininger, G J Slob, H ] M Baptist).

This record was not previously mentioned in CDNA
reports although it was listed in van den Berg &
Bosman (1999). It provides another good example of
an interesting record hidden in archives. This species is
no longer considered since 1 January 1993 but records
before that date are still welcome.

Booted Warbler / Kleine Spotvogel
Acrocephalus caligatus 0,8,0
Two reports mentioned in van Dongen et al (1999)
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have not (yet) been submitted: Rottumerplaat, Eems-
mond, Groningen, on 5 September and Oost-Vlieland,
Vlieland, Friesland, on 28 September. A bird photo-
graphed at Westkapelle, Veere, Zeeland, on 27 Sep-
tember 1998 (cf van den Berg & Bosman 1999) still has
not been submitted.

Subalpine Warbler / Baardgrasmus

Sylvia cantillans 5,29,2

29 May, Hoog Buurlose Heide, Apeldoorn, Gelderland,
adult male, summer plumage (D Groenendijk, R van
Bemmelen, S Rijnbeek); 18 July, Berkheide, Wassenaar,
Zuid-Holland, male, trapped, photographed (M Verrips,
R van Rossum et al; Dutch Birding 21: 233, plate 244,
1999).

When the long-awaited new book on Sylvia war-
blers by Hadoram Shirihai et al appears (publication
now postponed to February 2001), the CDNA will
review all records for subspecific identity.

Greenish Warbler / Grauwe Fitis

Phylloscopus trochiloides 6,16,1

2 September, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland,
photographed, sound-recorded (A Wassink, M Berlijn,
R Slaterus et al).

Pallas’s Leaf Warbler / Pallas’ Boszanger
Phylloscopus proregulus 9,80,-
1996 8 November, Hargen aan Zee, Schoorl, Noord-
Holland (S Lagerveld).
1995 27-29 October, Hargen aan Zee, Schoorl, Noord-
Holland, two (one on 27 October), photographed
(S Lagerveld, A van Duin, B Lagerveld).

1996 was the last year for which records of this spe-
cies were considered. All records before 1997 are still
welcome.

Hume’s Leaf Warbler / Humes Bladkoning
Phylloscopus humei 2,11 ,4
8-9 November, Noordduinen, Katwijk, Zuid-Holland,
photographed, sound-recorded (J Dijkhuizen, T J C
Luijendijk, R van Rossum); 13-27 November, Robben-
oordbos, Wieringermeer, Noord-Holland, sound-record-
ed (O L de Vries, R E Brouwer, J van der Laan); 13
December to 14 April 2000, De Boschplaat, Terschel-
ling, Friesland, photographed (F Padmos, T Bakker,
A Ouwerkerk; Birding World 13: 55, 2000, Dutch
Birding 22: 54, plate 57, 2000); 31 December to 22
January 2000, Zwartewaal, Brielle, Zuid-Holland,
photographed, sound-recorded (A Geilvoet, T J C Luijen-
dijk, M Berlijn).

At least three reports mentioned in van Dongen et al
(1999) have not (yet) been submitted.

Radde’s Warbler / Raddes Boszanger

Phylloscopus schwarzi 2,8,2

6 October, Groene Glop, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland,
first-winter, trapped, photographed (A ] van Loon,
J W M van de Staaij; Dutch Birding 21: 294, plate 319,
1999); 8 October, Korverskooi, Texel, Noord-Holland,
trapped, photographed (A Wassink et al).
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All records are from a 14-day period between 5 and
18 October.

Dusky Warbler / Bruine Boszanger

Phylloscopus fuscatus 1,21,1

3 November, Westkapelle, Zeeland () ] Blankert,
P L Meininger, R Sponselee).

1997 29 September, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-
Holland, sound-recorded (P Wolf et al).

A report on 22 October on Texel, Noord-Holland,
still circulates while another report, on 11-12 Novem-
ber on Terschelling, Friesland, has not (yet) been sub-
mitted (cf van Dongen et al 1999). All Dusky Warblers
have appeared between 29 September and 29 Novem-
ber, with most in the last decade of October.

Western Bonelli’s Warbler / Bergfluiter

Phylloscopus bonelli 5,18,1

1-3 May, Snoekebos, Bloemendaal, Noord-Holland,
singing, photographed, sound-recorded (H Groot, A B
van den Berg, R Slaterus; Dutch Birding 21: 184, plate
194, 1999).

1993 22 May, Kroonspolders, Vlieland, Friesland, sing-
ing.

The 1993 bird had been erroneously published for 3
May in Wiegant et al (1999b). Three records in Septem-
ber have not (yet) been submitted (cf van Dongen et al
1999).

Siberian Chiffchaff / Siberische Tjiftjaf
Phylloscopus collybita tristis -,10,0

A bird photographed at Zwolle, Overijssel, on 6
January (Dutch Birding 21: 58, plate 49, 1999) has not
(yet) been submitted; the single published photograph
is not sufficient for acceptance.

Collared Flycatcher / Withalsvliegenvanger
Ficedula albicollis 23,5,0

Contrary to statements in Wiegant et al (1999b), the
singing adult male from 28 April to 17 May 1998 at
Doorn, Utrecht, was not paired with a female Pied
Flycatcher F hypoleuca.

Lesser Grey Shrike / Kleine Klapekster

Lanius minor 21,15,0

1976 1-3 June, Posthuis, Vlieland, Friesland (E D Maal-
drink).

This concerns a date extension; at first it had been
accepted for 3 June only (van den Berg & Bosman
1999). Reports from 6 March 1976 at Echt, Limburg,
and 21 October 1988 at Haringvlietdam, Hellevoet-
sluis, Zuid-Holland, are still under review.

Woodchat Shrike / Roodkopklauwier
Lanius senator -,54,1
26 May, Ballastplaatbos, Lauwersmeer, De Marne,
Groningen, probably second calendar-year female,
photographed (C Both, A Drost, L Peters).

Since 1970, 1985 is the only year without records.
Van Dongen et al (1999) mentioned two reports (on 3
and 8 May) which have not (yet) been submitted.
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House Crow / Huiskraai
Corvus splendens 0,6,2
7 June, Harlingen-Haven, Harlingen, Friesland (L van
Welie); 24 August to November, Muiden, Noord-Hol-
land, photographed (A H V Eggenhuizen, P Eekhout,
R F J van Beusekom), and 18-19 December, Utrecht-
Overvecht, Utrecht, Utrecht, adult, photographed
(A van Kleunen, G ] van den Berg, R Karskens et al).
The records of Muiden and Utrecht are considered
to refer to the same individual. No details were receiv-
ed (yet) about rumoured breeding in Hoek van
Holland, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland, where one pair
bred successfully in 1997 and 1998 (Ebels 1998).

Rose-coloured Starling / Roze Spreeuw
Sturnus roseus 21,38,5
1-2 May, Weesp, Noord-Holland, male, singing, photo-
graphed, videoed, sound-recorded (O Wildschut, K H
Hartog, W B A Leurs et al; Dutch Birding 21: 183, plate
191, 1999); 25 May, ‘t Horntje, Texel, Noord-Holland,
second calendar-year, videoed (T Piersma, A Wassink,
B Gaxiola); 3-4 September, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam,
Zuid-Holland, juvenile, photographed, videoed (P van
Rij, M Plomp et al; Birding World 12: 361, 1999); 11
September, Kennemermeer, Imuiden, Velsen, Noord-
Holland, juvenile, photographed (H Zevenhuizen,
N van Duivendijk); 19 September to 18 October,
Noordoosthoek, Vlieland, Friesland, juvenile, photo-
graphed (L Peters, R E van der Vliet, F Ossendorp); 7-9
October, Petten, Zijpe, and 9 October to 22 November,
Camperduin, Schoorl, Noord-Holland, juvenile moult-
ing to first-winter, photographed (R E Brouwer, M Ber-
lijn, D J Moerbeek; Dutch Birding 21: 366, plate 390-
391, 1999).
1998 19-27 September, Slufter and Westplaat, Maas-
vlakte, Rotterdam/Westvoorne, Zuid-Holland, juvenile.
Reports from September (one), October (one to
three) and November (one) have not (yet) been submit-
ted (cf van Dongen et al 1999). The 1998 record con-
cerns a date extension (cf Wiegant et al 1999b).

Two-barred Crossbill / Witbandkruisbek

Loxia leucoptera 37,201,5

10 October, Amsterdamse Waterleidingduinen, Noord-
wijk, Zuid-Holland, five, three males and two females
(A Steenvoorden).

A report of two birds on 12 October at Eemshaven,
Eemsmond, Groningen, is still in circulation and a
report of six on 14 October in Zuidelijk Flevoland,
Flevoland, has not (yet) been submitted (cf van Dongen
et al 1999).

Parrot Crossbill / Grote Kruisbek
Loxia pytyopsittacus 15,57 3+,-
1990 20 October, Hollumerbos, Ameland, Friesland,
13, including at least four males (P L Meininger, J F
Bekhuis, R G Bijlsma).
1986 late June, Nunspeet, Gelderland, two, juveniles,
photographed (K Dansen; cf van den Berg & Bosman
1999).

The 1990 record had been included in van den Berg



& Bosman (1999) but so far not in CDNA reports. The
1986 report had previously been accepted for one
juvenile only. A record from 15 January 1991 at Wijlre,
Gulpen, Limburg, is still in circulation. The CDNA still
welcomes records from before 1 January 1993.

Common Rosefinch / Roodmus

Carpodacus erythrinus 11 ,-,-

1975 24 October, Kroonspolders, Vlieland, Friesland,
juvenile or female, trapped (H M van Eck).

This record was previously published with the wrong
date (cf van den Berg & Bosman 1999). 1991 was the
last year this species was considered and many reports
from 1987-92 were not submitted.

Pine Bunting / Witkopgors

Emberiza leucocephalos 15,16,1

8 November, Castricum, Noord-Holland, first-winter
female, trapped, photographed (A J van Loon, G O
Keijl, J Visser; Dutch Birding 21: 367, plate 394, 1999).

Rustic Bunting / Bosgors

Emberiza rustica 13,42,1

3 November, Westkapelle, Zeeland (M Hoekstein,
O Boeren).

1983 23 September, Eemshaven-Oost, Eemsmond, Gro-
ningen (E Boerma, H-J Wight).

Alarmed birders searching for the 1983 bird in pour-
ing rain in 10 hectares of five-feet high, densely grown
fields first used the now widely known term ‘Don
Quixoting’. A report on 8 October 1999 on Terschel-
ling, Friesland, has not (yet) been submitted (cf van
Dongen et al 1999) and a report from 23 May 1987 at
De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland, is still in circu-
lation.

272 Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza
bruniceps, male, Haersterbroek, Zwolle, Overijssel,
August 1981 (Nanne Nauta)

e
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Little Bunting / Dwerggors
Emberiza pusilla 27,57,0

A bird seen at Lange Paal, Vlieland, Friesland, on 18
October is still in circulation and two other October
reports have not (yet) been submitted (cf van Dongen et
al 1999).

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors

Emberiza bruniceps 6,3,0

1981 23-24 August, Haersterbroek, Zwolle, Overijssel,
male, photographed (G ] Gerritsen, N Nauta).

1977 9 May, Oosterend, Terschelling, Friesland, male
(F G Roozendaal, C J G Scharringa, W M Docters van
Leeuwen).

1971 7 April, Kroonspolders, Vlieland, Friesland, male
(J H Hilbrands, H M van Eck).

1961 24 May, Nes, Ameland, Friesland, male (A Valk,
H V C L Donleben, ] D G Peereboom Voller; Levende
Nat 64: 145-146, 1961).

The CDNA reviewed 31 records from 1933-80. Six
records remained accepted. Of these, three (6 June
1933, late February 1937 and 6 July 1963) were al-
ready published (van den Berg & Bosman 1999). 25
records were not accepted because the description was
poor or missing and in most cases several African
Ploceus weavers could not be safely excluded (see
rejected records below). A report from 7 May 1972 on
Texel, Noord-Holland, is currently under review. The
CDNA still welcomes details on the following five
reports: March 1949, Goirle, Eindhoven, Noord-
Brabant (contra van den Berg & Bosman 1999); 23 June
1963, Horloo, Ermelo, Gelderland; 13 August 1967,
Ter Heijde, Monster, Zuid-Holland (contra van den
Berg & Bosman 1999); 24-25 June 1969, Berkheide,
Wassenaar, Zuid-Holland; and 7 June 1973, Katwijk
aan Zee, Katwijk, Zuid-Holland (contra van den Berg &
Bosman 1999). Other accepted records were on 29
May 1992 on Vlieland, Friesland, and on 2 June 1995
at Sint Philipsland, Zeeland.

Systematic list of rejected records

This list contains all records not accepted by the
CDNA. Records marked with @ were rejected by
all committee members in the first or second
voting. Most records were rejected because the
identification was not fully established (often due
to lack of documentation) or when the bird
showed signs of captivity such as dubious rings,
excessive wear or aberrant behaviour. Species for
which the CDNA unanimously decided that all
records refer to birds of captive origin are
indicated with *. This includes records of birds of
which all ancestors are assumed to be of captive
origin (introduced species of British category C).

Hutchins’s Canada Goose / Hutchins’ Canadese Gans
Branta hutchinsii hutchinsii 2 January, Strijen, Zuid-
Holland, photographed (B h minima not excluded); 30
January, Anjumerkolken, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult,
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photographed (photographs show B h minima); 28
April, Reiderpolder, Delfzijl, Groningen, adult (@ this
taxon is only considered when photographs are avail-
able which clearly show the colour of breast and flank
to exclude B h minima or B h taverneri). Cinnamon
Teal / Kaneeltaling Anas cyanoptera 11 March, Quack-
jeswater, Westvoorne, Zuid-Holland, male (@ descrip-
tion incomplete). Lesser Spotted Eagle / Schreeuw-
arend Aquila pomarina 31 July, Gulpen, Limburg, adult
(@ description incomplete). Booted Eagle / Dwerg-
arend Hieraaetus pennatus 8 October, Amsterdam,
Noord-Holland, pale morph (@ aberrant Common
Buzzard Buteo buteo not safely excluded). Bonelli’s
Eagle / Havikarend Hieraaetus fasciatus 14 June, Kali-
waal, Ooypolder, Ubbergen, Gelderland, subadult (@
probably Common Buzzard). Eleonora’s Falcon / Eleo-
nora’s Valk Falco eleonorae 2 October, Huisduinen,
Den Helder, Noord-Holland, dark morph (@ poor
description). * Demoiselle Crane / Jufferkraanvogel
Anthropoides virgo 13 March, Breskens, Oostburg,
Zeeland, adult (Walhout 1999) (@ identification accept-
ed but absence of ring not established). pratincole /
vorkstaartplevier Glareola 26 July, Wittevrouwen,
Utrecht, Utrecht, two (@ incomplete description of
birds flying by). * Kittlitz’s Plover / Herdersplevier
Charadrius pecuarius 2-7 September, Het Rutbeek,
Enschede, Overijssel, adult, photographed (Birding
World 12: 361, 1999, Dutch Birding 21: 288, plate
308, 1999) (@ identification accepted but considered
escaped on the basis of, amongst others, damaged bill
and wings). Bonaparte’s Gull / Kleine Kokmeeuw Larus
philadelphia 12 November, Huisduinen, Den Helder,
Noord-Holland, first-winter (@ poor description). Baltic
Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus 23 April,
Reinderslooi-Papenbeek, Bergen, Limburg, third calen-
dar-year (@ description incomplete); 28 September,
Westerplas, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, adult (@
‘intermedius’ type not excluded); 30 September, Wes-
terstrand,  Schiermonnikoog, ~Friesland, adult (@
description incomplete); 2 October, Maasvlakte, Rotter-
dam, Zuid-Holland, adult, photographed (@ ‘inter-
medius’ type not excluded); 9 October, Zandgat Nij-
stad, Hoogeveen, Drenthe, two, adult (@ ‘intermedius’
type not excluded). Ross’s Gull / Ross’” Meeuw Rhodo-
stethia rosea 28 November, Zuidpier IJmuiden, Velsen,
Noord-Holland (@ poor description). Greater Short-
toed Lark / Kortteenleeuwerik Calandrella brachydac-
tyla 17 October, Oostelijke Binnenpolder, Maarssen,
Utrecht (@ poor description). Sykes’s Blue-headed
Wagtail / Russische Gele Kwikstaart Motacilla flava
beema 24 April, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland,
male, photographed (Dutch Birding 21: 176, plate 182,
1999) (description partly wrong for this taxon, such as
narrow supercilium and pale ear-coverts). Citrine
Wagtail / Citroenkwikstaart Motacilla citreola 3 May,
Den Helder, Noord-Holland, male (yellow rectrices
and undertail-coverts wrong for this species). Rufous-
tailed Scrub Robin / Rosse Waaierstaart Cercotrichas
galactotes 16 April, Lepelaarsplassen, Almere, Flevo-
land, singing, videoed (@ video shows a very pale
Cercotrichas; head pattern and undertail pattern wrong
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for Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin). Western Black-eared
Wheatear / Westelijke Blonde Tapuit Oenanthe hispa-
nica 31 August, Kil van Hurwenen, Rossum, Gelder-
land, female (@ poor description). Brown Thrush /
Bruine Lijster Turdus naumanni eunomus 6 March, De
Wieden, Brederwiede, Overijssel (@ description incom-
plete). Booted Warbler / Kleine Spotvogel Acrocepha-
lus caligatus 17 October, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-
Holland, photographed (@ photographs show juvenile
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin with retarded moult).
Collared Flycatcher / Withalsvliegenvanger Ficedula
albicollis 1 June, Nes, Ameland, Friesland, male (@
poor description). Wallcreeper / Rotskruiper Tichodro-
ma muraria 19 October, Wieringerwerf, Wieringermeer,
Noord-Holland (@ description of a bird observed from
a moving car during windy conditions without binocu-
lars does not convince the CDNA). Rose-coloured
Starling / Roze Spreeuw Sturnus roseus 12 October,
Westerplas, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, juvenile (@
only seen for a split second; bill not described). Pale
Rockfinch / Bleke Rotsmus Carpospiza brachydactyla
31 July, Oorsprongweg, Texel, Noord-Holland (@
observation suffered from lack of critical ‘second look’).
* Long-tailed Rosefinch / Langstaartroodmus Uragus
sibiricus 31 October to 8 November, Hoek van
Holland, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland, first-winter, photo-
graphed, sound-recorded (Dutch Birding 21: 367, plate
393, 1999) (@ identification accepted but considered
escaped, being a short-distance migrant). Cirl Bunting /
Cirlgors Emberiza cirlus 22 June, Zwanenwater,
Callantsoog, Zijpe, Noord-Holland, three (@ poor
description). Species incertae 18 October, Parnassia,
Bloemendaal, Noord-Holland (@ description of bird
flying past, at first thought to possibly be White-headed
Woodpecker / Witkopspecht Picoides albolarvatus;
description matches Black-billed Puffbird / Roodzwarte
Baardvogel Lybius guifsobalito).

1998

Cory’s/Scopoli’s Shearwater / Kuhls/Scopoli’s Pijl-
stormvogel Calonectris borealis / diomedea 11 Octo-
ber, De Koog, Texel, Noord-Holland (description
incomplete). Steppe Buzzard / Steppebuizerd Buteo
buteo vulpinus 30 March, Enschede, Overijssel,
photographed (only ‘classic’ individuals are considered
safe to identify in the field). Great Snipe / Poelsnip
Gallinago media 9 October, Eemshaven-Oost, Eems-
mond, Groningen (description incomplete). Laughing
Gull / Lachmeeuw Larus atricilla 18 October, De Koog,
Texel, Noord-Holland, third-winter (@ description con-
taining strange elements for this species, such as brown
streaking in the neck; considered possible hybrid).
Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus 18
April, Rutbekerveld, Enschede, Overijssel, subadult
(“intermedius’ type not excluded); 19 September, Klein
Vink, Arcen en Velden, Limburg, adult (withdrawn by
observer); 1 October, Klein Vink, Arcen en Velden,
Limburg, adult (withdrawn by observer); 4 October,
Klein Vink, Arcen en Velden, Limburg, adult (with-
drawn by observer); 5 November, Eijsden, Limburg,
juvenile, photographed (‘intermedius’ type not exclud-



ed). Ross’s Gull / Ross’ Meeuw Rhodostethia rosea 21
August, Marsdiep, Den Helder, Noord-Holland, adult
summer (description incomplete). Red-spotted Blue-
throat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia svecica svecica
22-23 September, De Boschplaat, Terschelling, Fries-
land, immature male, photographed (@ taxon consider-
ed unsafe to identify in autumn without measure-
ments). Collared Flycatcher / Withalsvliegenvanger
Ficedula albicollis 6 September, Maasvlakte, Rotter-
dam, Zuid-Holland, adult female (description marginal-
ly insufficient to exclude Pied F hypoleuca or Semi-
collared Flycatcher F semitorquata).

1997

Baillon’s Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen Porzana pusilla 16
August, Makkumer Zuidwaard, Wanseradliel, Friesland,
videoed (@ incomplete description; video not showing
much detail). * Yellow-billed Grosbeak / Chinese
Appelvink Eophona migratoria 21 January, Katwijk aan
Zee, Katwijk, Zuid-Holland, photographed (@ identifi-
cation accepted but considered escaped). Little
Bunting / Dwerggors Emberiza pusilla 1 November,
Beuven, Strabrechtse Heide, Someren, Noord-Brabant
(Common Reed Bunting E schoeniclus not safely
excluded).

1996

Eastern Common Redstart / Oostelijke Gekraagde
Roodstaart Phoenicurus phoenicurus samamisicus 23
October, Kornwerderzand, Winseradiel, Friesland,
female, photographed (females of this taxon considered
unsafe to identify in the field).

1995

Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus 18
February, Brouwersdam, Middenschouwen, Zeeland,
adult summer, photographed (@ ‘intermedius’ type not
excluded).

1993

Black-headed Wagtail / Balkankwikstaart Motacilla fel-
degg 24 April, Itteren, Maastricht, Limburg, male,
photographed (dark-headed Grey-headed Wagtail
M thunbergi not excluded).

1982

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 11 July, Verdronken Land van Saeftinge, Honte-
nisse/Hulst, Zeeland, male (@ no description).

1981

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 17 May, Bovenkarspel, Langedijk, Noord-
Holland, male (@ poor description).

1978

Ashy-headed Wagtail / Italiaanse Kwikstaart Motacilla
cinereocapilla 20 May, Camminghapolder, Leeuwar-
den, Friesland, male (@ description incomplete; hybrid
not excluded).

Rare birds in the Netherlands in 1999

1977
Baillon’s Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen Porzana pusilla 13
May, Eijsden, Limburg (@ description incomplete).
Little Crake / Klein Waterhoen Porzana parva 31 May,
De Hamert, Bergen, Limburg, singing (@ no descrip-
tion).

1976

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 6 August, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, male
(@ poor description).

1974

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 15 September, Pannerden, Rijnwaar-
den, Gelderland, trapped (see main text).

1973

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 3 June, Noordwijk aan Zee, Noordwijk, Zuid-
Holland, male (@ poor description); 4 October, Schier-
monnikoog, Friesland (@ no description).

1971

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 29 June, De Muy, Texel, Noord-Holland, male (@
poor description).

1970

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 30 August, Westlandse Duinen, Den
Haag, Zuid-Holland, trapped (see main text); 19
September, Zuidelijk Flevoland, Almere/Lelystad/Zee-
wolde, Flevoland, trapped (see main text); 26
September, Westlandse Duinen, Den Haag, Zuid-
Holland, trapped (see main text). Red-headed Bunting /
Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruniceps 7 May, Rhenen,
Utrecht, male (@ no description).

1969

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 20 September, Vlieland, Friesland,
trapped (see main text). Red-headed Bunting / Bruin-
kopgors Emberiza bruniceps 28 July, Vlieland, Fries-
land, male (@ no description).

1968

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 7 July, Someren, Noord-Brabant, trap-
ped (see main text); 1 September, Westlandse Duinen,
Den Haag, Zuid-Holland, trapped (see main text);
6 September, Westlandse Duinen, Den Haag, Zuid-
Holland, trapped (see main text). Red-headed Bunting /
Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruniceps 12 April, Vlieland,
Friesland, male (@ no description).

1967

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 24 September, Oostelijk Flevoland,
Dronten/Lelystad, Flevoland, trapped (see main text).
Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
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ceps 1 July, Vlissingen, Zeeland, male (@ no descrip-
tion); 27 September, Knardijk, Lelystad, Flevoland,
male (@ no description).

1966

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 24 July, Hoophuizen, Nunspeet, Gel-
derland, trapped (see main text); 21 August, Schier-
monnikoog, Friesland, trapped (see main text); 27
August, Knardijk, Zeewolde/Lelystad , Flevoland, trap-
ped (see main text); 28 August, Westlandse Duinen,
Den Haag, Zuid-Holland, trapped (see main text); 18
September and 1 October, Oostelijk Flevoland, Dron-
ten/Lelystad, Flevoland, trapped (see main text). Red-
headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruniceps 29
May, Texel, Noord-Holland, male (@ no description).

1965

Mediterranean Yellow-legged Gull / Mediterrane
Geelpootmeeuw Larus michahellis michahellis August,
Marken, Waterland, Noord-Holland, found dead (see
main text). Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauw-
borst Luscinia svecica svecica 6 September, Vlieland,
Friesland, trapped (see main text); 1 October, Vlieland,
Friesland, trapped (see main text). Red-headed Bunting
/ Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruniceps 24 May, Haagse
Waterleidingduinen, Wassenaar, Zuid-Holland (@ no
description); 15 June, St Maartenszee, Zijpe, Noord-
Holland (@ no description); 11 July, Schiermonnikoog,
Friesland, male (@ no description); 31 July, ‘Schou-
wen’, Westerschouwen/Middenschouwen, Zeeland,
male (@ no description); 22-23 August, Vlieland,
Friesland (@ no description).

1964

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 19 June, Numansdorp, Strijen, Zuid-Holland,
male (@ no description); 20 October, Maassluis, Zuid-
Holland, male (@ Ploceus weaver not safely excluded).

1963

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 14 August, Knardijk, Lelystad, Flevo-
land, two, male, trapped (see main text); 31 August,
Knardijk, Lelystad, Flevoland, trapped (see main text).
Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 8 June, Haagse Waterleidingduinen, Wassenaar,
Zuid-Holland, male (@ poor description); 2 October,
Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, male (@ no description);
17 October, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland (@ no descrip-
tion).

1962

Grey-headed Woodpecker / Grijskopspecht Picus
canus 12 October, Amby, Maastricht, Limburg, adult
male (@ poor description). Red-spotted Bluethroat /
Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia svecica svecica 30 April
to 5 May, Baexem, Heythuysen, Limburg, male
(description contains some strange elements such as
spotting on sides of breast); 14 September, Knardijk,
Lelystad, Flevoland, male, trapped (see main text); 29
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September, Hoophuizen, Nunspeet, Gelderland, adult
male, trapped (see main text).

1961

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps 23 July, Diemerzeedijk, Diemen, Noord-Holland,
male (@ poor description, no plumage details).

1958

Red-spotted Bluethroat / Roodsterblauwborst Luscinia
svecica svecica 9 September, Zwarte Meer, Breder-
wiede/Genemuiden/Kampen, Overijssel, male, trapped
(see main text).

1953

Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps early September, Terschelling, Friesland (@ no
description).

1950
Red-headed Bunting / Bruinkopgors Emberiza bruni-
ceps January, Zeeland (@ no description).
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Juvenile dark-morph Long-tailed
Jaeger collected in the Netherlands

C S (Kees) Roselaar & Tineke G Prins

In June 1998, the Zoologisch Museum at Am-
sterdam (ZMA) received a number of frozen
bird specimens from Vlieland, Friesland, present-
ed by the heirs of Huybert van Eck (1929-1998),
a resident of this island. During his long-term
study of Parus tits on Vlieland for the Nether-
lands’ Institute of Ecological Research at Heteren,
Gelderland (NIOO), van Eck regularly received
live birds from the local villagers. The birds were
housed in a small bird hospital run by him and E
Hodes-Horst. Freshly dead birds were also fre-
quently offered. Any casualty was kept in the re-
frigerator and from time to time a parcel with
frozen birds was sent to the ZMA. For various
reasons, no birds were sent from ¢ 1985 onwards
and the number of frozen birds gradually mount-
ed up, approaching c 500 upon van Eck’s death
in 1998. The ZMA was asked for help and was
pleased to collect these specimens, especially
because several rare birds were known to be
included.

[Dutch Birding 22: 271-277, 2000)

Surprisingly, one of the two juvenile Long-tail-
ed Jaegers Stercorarius longicaudus (hereafter
longicaudus) amongst them belonged to the dark
morph, an exceptionally rare morph in longicau-
dus, especially in juveniles. Cramp & Simmons
(1983), for instance, were still of the opinion that
dark-morph juveniles do not exist in longicau-
dus. The dark-morph bird had been found dying
on 13 September 1991 on Vlieland, in an open
pinewood close to Oost-Vlieland, ¢ 1 km from
the North Sea.

Description

On dissection at the ZMA, the Vlieland bird
appeared to be a juvenile female in emaciated
condition (weighing 189 g), with an empty stom-
ach, no active moult of the body-feathers and a
straight and thin oviduct. Before skinning, the
wing measured 307 mm, the tarsus 45.9 mm and
the bill 27.8 mm. One and half year after skin-
ning, the measurements had been changed to
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273 Long-tailed Jaegers / Kleinste Jagers Stercorarius longicaudus, darker variants of juvenile barred and juvenile dark
morphs: barred morph (left), ZMA 37359, female, Zundert, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands, 15 August 1987; dark
morph (right), ZMA 54027, female, Vlieland, Friesland, Netherlands, 13 September 1991 (Hans van Brandwijk/ZMA)

301 mm (wing), 45.4 mm (tarsus) and 27.2 mm
(bill), apparently due to desiccation; the central
rectrices then measured 141 mm (to the point of
insertion in the skin) and the nail of the bill 15.1
mm. It is preserved as study skin with spread
wing detached as ZMA 54027.

HEAD Forehead and crown sooty-black, feathers faintly
tipped with pale buff. Chin and throat, side of head and
hindneck deep grey, marked with ill-defined black
shaft-streaks.

UPPERPARTS Sooty-black, feathers narrowly tipped with
buff.

UNDERPARTS  Sooty-grey, with traces of pale buff
fringes to feathers of belly, flank and lateral vent.

WING Remiges and primary-coverts black, tips round-
ed; shaft of outer two primaries white and that of other
primaries sepia. Other upperwing-coverts and tertials
sooty-black, few marginal, median and greater coverts
as well as tertials with narrow pale buff tip. Underwing-
coverts and axillaries dark grey, few marginal and inner
feathers with concealed pale buff subterminal spot.

TAIL Black, tinged with plumbeous towards base. Tip of
rectrices broadly rounded; tips of central rectrices (t1)
exceeding those of outermost ones (t6) by 30 mm.

272

Uppertail- and undertail-coverts black, with very faint
pale buff fringing (without pale subterminal barring).
BARE PARTS (after several years in freezer) Bill grey-
blue, with black tip. Leg pale blue, with black terminal
two-thirds of toes and webs.

Identification

Identification of a dark-morph jaeger may cause
problems because some plumage features nor-
mally used for identification are no longer appro-
priate. In fact, van Eck, confused by the unusual
plumage, had labelled the Vlieland bird as
Pomarine Jaeger S pomarinus (hereafter pomari-
nus). As measurements of longicaudus and po-
marinus are far apart, separation of these is easy,
especially in the hand, regardless of coloration.
Because of the large overlap in measurements
and plumage characters between dark-morph
longicaudus and Parasitic Jaeger S parasiticus
(hereafter parasiticus), separation of these is less
simple. The otherwise useful characters of gener-
al body coloration (greyish in longicaudus and
brownish in parasiticus), coloration of pale feather-
fringes and -bars (whitish to pale buff in longi-
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caudus and warm buff to rufous-brown in parasi-
ticus) and occurrence of a pale fringe to and sub-
terminal bar on the central rectrices (present in
longicaudus and absent in parasiticus) may no
longer apply. The following differentiating char-
acters still remain.

1 The number of outer primaries with a white
shaft is two in longicaudus and three in parasiti-
cus. In the Vlieland bird, the two outer primaries
have white shafts.

2 The extent of the tips of the central rectrices
(t1) beyond those of the outermost rectrices (t6) is
23.2+#4.71 mm (mean = standard deviation;
range 18-33 mm, n=44) in juvenile longicaudus
and 17.2+3.90 mm (range 12-22 mm, n=34) in
juvenile parasiticus. The extent is usually (36 of
44 birds) 20 mm or more in longicaudus and
usually (26 of 34 birds) 19 mm or less in parasiti-
cus. In the Vlieland bird, t1 extends 30 mm be-
yond t6.

3 The tip of t1 is rounded in juvenile longi-
caudus and pointed in juvenile parasiticus (in the
latter, most sharply so in those juveniles which
show the longest central rectrices). In the Vlie-
land bird, t1 is rounded.

4 The bill is short with a strongly hooked tip
in longicaudus while it is often more slender
with a less strongly developed nail in parasiticus.
The bill-to-nail ratio is 2.04+0.12 (mean = stan-
dard deviation; range 1.83-2.20, n=38) in longi-
caudus and 2.23x0.14 (range 2.03-2.50, n=34)
in parasiticus. In the Vlieland bird, the ratio is
1.80, ie, (almost) within the (theoretical, ie, three
times the standard deviation) range of longicau-
dus but well outside the range of parasiticus.

The following may be additional features, al-
though these may also be affected by the colour
saturation of dark morphs.

5 The white at the base of the under primaries
extends only up to ¢ 2 cm beyond the greater
primary-coverts in longicaudus and up to ¢ 7 cm
in parasiticus. In the Vlieland bird, ¢ 2 cm of
white is visible as in normal (barred) juvenile
longicaudus.

6 The outer primary-tips are rounded and show
none or just a narrow and even pale fringe in
juvenile longicaudus. The tips are more pointed
in parasiticus; their pointed shape is enhanced by
a generally broader and uneven pale margin
broken by a black point at the shaft. It should,
however, be pointed out that in dark-morph para-
siticus the pale tips can be lacking as well (Olsen
1992, Olsen & Larsson 1997). In the Vlieland
bird, the primary-tips are rounded and dark.

7 The measurements are somewhat smaller in

longicaudus and larger in parasiticus but there
exists a considerable overlap. Most measure-
ments of the Vlieland bird are in the range shared
by both species but the wing and tail lengths are
perfect for a mean juvenile female longicaudus
and just too short for a juvenile female parasiticus
(although still within the theoretical range).

In conclusion, the characters of the Vlieland
bird clearly fit those of a juvenile longicaudus.
Characters separating longicaudus and parasiti-
cus additional to those mentioned above can be
found in Olsen (1986, 1989, 1992), Olsen &
Christensen (1984), Butler & McLoughlin (1989),
Uliman (1990) and Olsen & Larsson (1997).

Occurrence of dark-morph in juvenile longicaudus
So far, two morphs have been described for lon-
gicaudus: a pale morph, with largely white head
and underparts and black-and-white-barred
upperparts, underwing-coverts and tail-coverts;
and a barred morph, characterized by a greyish-
black plumage, with more or less close whitish
barring on head, underparts, underwing-coverts
and tail-coverts (cf C S Roselaar in Cramp &
Simmons 1983). According to Cramp & Simmons
(1983), all types of intermediates occur between
these morphs and the darkest variants of the bar-
red morph are sometimes called ‘dark morph’
(eg, Olsen 1986, 1992, Butler & McLoughlin
1989, Knolle 1994, Kjellén 1997, Olsen & Lars-
son 1997) but these still possess pale barring on
tertials, underwing-coverts and tail-coverts, albeit
sometimes narrow (for variation, see plates 274-
275). With such a continuous variation between
morphs, one may easily conclude that a dark-
morph longicaudus is just the end of a con-
tinuous cline of darkening, in the same way as
the pale morph is the palest extreme of the bar-
red morph. However, the darkest barred-morph
among the ¢ 110 skins of juvenile longicaudus
examined in Universitetets Zoologiske Museum
at Kebenhavn, Denmark (ZMUK), Natural Histo-
ry Museum at Tring, England (BMNH), Zoolo-
gisches Forschungsinstitut und Museum Alexan-
der Konig at Bonn, Germany (ZFMK), Zoologisch
Museum at Amsterdam, Netherlands (ZMA), and
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum at Leiden,
Netherlands (NNM), still shows narrowly off-
white-fringed body-feathers and, more important-
ly, still has extensive and contrasting black-and-
white barring on vent, underwing-coverts and
uppertail- and undertail-coverts. The step from
this darkest barred variant to uniformly dark
plumage seems too large to consider the dark
morph as just the end of a continuous cline of
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274-275 Long-tailed Jaegers / Kleinste Jagers Stercorarius longicaudus, juveniles showing variation in upperparts

(plate 274) and underparts (plate 275). From bottom to top: pale morph, ZMA 15441, male, beach between

IJmuiden and Zandvoort, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, 25 September 1960; paler variant of barred morph, ZMA

31490, male, Houtribdijk, Enkhuizen, Noord-Holland, 9 September 1976; darker variant of barred morph, ZMA

37359, female, Zundert, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands, 15 August 1987; dark morph, ZMA 54027, female, Vlieland,
Friesland, Netherlands, 13 September 1991 (Hans van Brandwijk/ZMA)
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increasing colour saturation (see birds depicted
in plate 273).

Alternatively, one may suggest that the occur-
rence of dark longicaudus is due to melanism
and that genuine dark morphs do not exist in this
species, in contrast to parasiticus and pomarinus.
Apart from the fact that melanism is very rare in
Lariformes, one would suppose that in melanistic
birds the entire feathering as well as the bill-base
and legs should be blackish. However, the bill-
base and a large part of the leg are pale blue in
the Vlieland bird, as in normal birds, while the
(concealed) bases of the body-feathers are white,
similar to dark-morph parasiticus and pomarinus.
The feather-bases are also white in other dark-
morph longicaudus examined.

Other records of dark-morph longicaudus

The below records of genuine dark-morph longi-
caudus (ie, with — virtually — uniformly dark
underwing-coverts and tail-coverts) refer to
juvenile (record 5), immature (records 3-4) and
adult birds (records 1-2 and 6-8). These records
include collected (records 1-3), photographed
(records 4-5) and observed birds (records 6-8).

Apparently, the Vlieland bird is the first collected
juvenile dark-morph longicaudus (cf Cramp &
Simmons 1983).

1 An adult longicaudus collected in Greenland
in August 1883 (ZMUK 46317). We examined
the bird. In contrast to adult dark-morph parasiti-
cus, the plumage is entirely slate-grey, except for
a blackish cap, yellowish cheeks and black remi-
ges and rectrices. It is not as uniformly dark
sooty-brown as in parasiticus. The white of the
underparts is replaced by slate-grey, similar in
tinge to the coloration of the upperparts. The
bird’s dark coloration may be due to immaturity
but this is at variance with a strongly elongated
tail typical for an adult in summer plumage (the
tip of t1 extends 181 mm beyond that of t6 as in
normal adult).

2 An adult longicaudus collected in Green-
land (no date) (ZMUK; Salomonsen 1950-51,
Boertmann 1994). It looks similar to bird 1.

3 An immature (probably second- or third-
summer) male longicaudus collected in Green-
land in August 1974 (ZMA 27853, plate 276).
The bird is moulting, as can be expected from an
immature, actively replacing sooty-black feathers

276 Long-tailed Jaeger / Kleinste Jager Stercorarius longicaudus, dark morph, ZMA 27853, male, immature (probably
second- or third-summer), Kap Hope, Scoresby Sund, eastern Greenland, 14 August 1974
(Hans van Brandwijk/ZMA)
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(similar to those of the Vlieland bird) by slate-
grey feathers (similar to those of bird 1). The cen-
tral rectrices are growing and their shape is typi-
cal for an immature or an adult in winter
plumage (broad with a sharply drawn-out point,
rather than gradually tapering towards the tip as
in adult summer plumage). The primaries are
rather fresh and the black older body-feathers are
not juvenile, suggesting the bird is two years old
and not one year old.

4 An immature (probably second- or third-
summer) longicaudus photographed in Sweden
in June 1971 (Olsen & Larsson 1997: figure 114).
It closely resembles bird 3 but shows a well-
developed adult-like tail and is possibly one year
older.

5 A juvenile longicaudus photographed in
Denmark in September 1985 (Olsen 1986: pho-
tographs 43-44; Olsen 1992: photographs 66-
67). It looks similar to the Vlieland bird.

6-7 Two (among seven) adult longicaudus
observed along the Falkland Current off Argen-
tina in March 1983 (Veit 1985). Both birds were
in fresh summer plumage, with the central rec-
trices growing as usual for adults at this time of
year. The plumage was entirely sooty-grey,
except for a pale border along the black cap in
one of the birds, apparently caused by yellow
‘ornamental’ feathers (as in bird 1).

8 An apparent dark-morph adult longicaudus
(‘uniform dark brown with long narrow tail-
points’) observed in France in April 1985 (Dieter
& Poley 1986).

The following observation may also possibly
refer to dark-morph birds:

9 A dark-morph longicaudus in winter plum-
age was collected in Brazil in December 1984
(Vooren & Chiaradia 1989). The bird had, how-
ever, greyish-white-tipped belly-feathers and
faintly white-barred flanks and undertail-coverts.
It was aged as adult because of the all-black legs,
an ageing character that is perhaps not reliable in
dark morphs. The tail projection of 34 mm fits
birds of any age in winter plumage and does not
even exclude a juvenile. Without the specimen
at hand and without photographs, the bird is dif-
ficult to place. It may be an immature or adult
dark morph in winter plumage but perhaps it is
just a dark barred-morph juvenile.

The following dark birds are best considered to
belong to darker variants of the barred morph
juvenile:

1 A dark juvenile longicaudus, photographed
in Sweden in September 1991 (Olsen & Larsson
1997: figure 131), closely resembles the Vlieland
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bird but it shows barring on the lateral undertail-
coverts.

2 A dark juvenile longicaudus, photographed
in England in September 1989 (Butler &
McLoughlin 1989), is clearly, though narrowly,
barred on the underwing-coverts and undertail-
coverts. These are better considered as extremely
dark barred-morph birds. The same applies to
longicaudus 3-4, dark juveniles photographed in
Belgium in September 1996 (Olsen & Larsson
1997: figure 123) and in Germany in September
1998 (Limicola 12: 280, 1998) and to many
other ‘dark-type’ longicaudus cited in the litera-
ture. Of the many immature longicaudus seen
along the Falkland Current off Argentina in
March 1983 (Veit 1985), 30% had entirely dark
underparts but, as ‘dark barring on the flanks was
usually evident’, these apparently are also mostly
dark variants of the barred morph.

Do dark-morph juveniles moult into

dark-morph adults?

Some basic questions regarding a dark-morph
longicaudus include: 7 whether a dark-morph
plumage would persist throughout the life of a
bird, thus, if a dark-morph juvenile would devel-
op into a dark-morph adult; and 2 would a dark
morph in summer plumage also be a dark
morph in winter plumage? Very little is known
about this, not even in parasiticus and pomari-
nus where dark morphs are more common,
mainly because the birds are difficult to follow
in the moulting periods which occur at sea away
from the breeding grounds. Bird 3 seems to give
a positive answer to question 1 because it shows
some moult from a blackish juvenile-like plum-
age into a slate-grey adult plumage. However,
question 2 is less straightforward as the same
specimen (bird 3) also has a few white feathers
mixed among the dark ones on the breast, ap-
parently belonging to a previous or next winter
plumage. Likewise, the adult dark morph (bird
1) from August, otherwise in full summer plum-
age, shows some winter-plumage body-feathers
as can be expected from a (failed) breeding bird
at this time of year. However, these feathers
show traces of barring as if the bird is moulting
into a barred winter morph. It can not be
excluded that the winter plumage of dark-morph
adults shows some traces of barring which is in
agreement with the data provided by Vooren &
Chiaradia (1989). Obviously, further research of
dark morphs throughout the annual cycle is
needed.
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Samenvatting

JUVENIELE DONKERE-VORM KLEINSTE JAGER IN NEDERLAND Het
Zoologisch Museum in Amsterdam (ZMA) ontving in
juni 1998 van wijlen Huybert van Eck een zeer donkere
Kleinste Jager Stercorarius longicaudus van Vlieland,
Friesland, die daar stervend was gevonden op 13 sep-
tember 1991. Deze vogel viel onmiddellijk op door zijn
geheel zwartachtige kleur, gelijk aan die van een juve-
niele donkere-vorm Kleine Jager S parasiticus, en
zonder de kenmerkende zwart-witte bandering op ten
minste boven- en onderstaartdekveren en ondervleugel-
dekveren die normale juveniele Kleinste Jagers tonen.
Door een aantal kenmerken, zoals het bezit van witte
schachten aan slechts twee buitenste handpennen, rela-
tief lange en aan de punt afgeronde middelste staart-
pennen, en een relatief korte en dikke snavel was dui-
delijk dat het toch een donkere-vorm Kleinste en geen
Kleine Jager betrof. Over het voorkomen van een don-
kere vorm bij Kleinste Jagers is nog heel weinig bekend.
Uit publicaties en museumcollecties kon slecht een
aantal van acht min of meer zekere gevallen worden
gedestilleerd, verdeeld over verschillende leeftijdscate-
gorieén. Naast de donkere-vorm juveniel van Vlieland
wordt ook een tot nu toe ongepubliceerd exemplaar
genoemd van een subadulte donkere-vorm van Groen-

land (augustus 1974, in ZMA). Vermoedelijk zijn don-
kere-vorm juveniele Kleinste Jagers ook donker in adult
kleed, maar of dit voor zowel broed- als winterkleed
geldt is nog volstrekt onduidelijk. In ieder geval zijn
donkere-vorm juveniele Kleinste Jagers nagenoeg uni-
form grijzig zwart, terwijl donkere-vorm volwassen
exemplaren in broedkleed donker leigrijs zijn met
zwarte vleugel- en staartpennen.
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Brown Shrike at Gedser, Denmark,

in October 1988

Kasper Thorup

O n 15 October 1988, at ¢ 10:00, Rolf Chris-
tensen and | found an interesting shrike
Lanius at Kroghage, Gedser, Falster, Denmark. It
stayed in an area with tall shrub and scattered
trees, close to a small forest. The bird was very
tame. It would approach us down to 30 cm to try
to snatch a dead Dunnock Prunella modularis
that we were unintentionally close to stand on!
Initially, it was thought to be an adult female Red-
backed Shrike L collurio because of the small
amount of barring and the rather well-developed
dark face-mask. However, the rather long rufous
tail, which was moved slowly from side to side
and up and down, the lack of white in the tail
and the unusual tameness did seem a bit odd for
Red-backed Shrike. This, together with the very
late date, made us strongly suspect that it could
be an ‘isabelline shrike’ (ie, Chinese L isabellinus,
Turkestan L phoenicuroides and Daurian Shrikes
L speculigerus; cf Sangster et al 1999) although
several characters, like the rather rufous mantle
and the lack of a contrasting reddish tail, did not
seem to support this. After the bird had been
photographed, we tried to mistnet it, with the
dead Dunnock as bait. This succeeded at ¢ 11:15.
In the hand, it was identified as isabelline shrike
because of the presence of emarginations on
p3-5. After consulting Svensson (1984), it was re-
identified as Brown Shrike L cristatus as too many
features were wrong for isabelline shrike, yet fit-
ted Brown Shrike. However, a number of features
in Svensson (1984) did not fit well (which were
corrected in Svensson 1992). The few birders in
the area were then notified and ¢ 10 persons
came to see the Brown Shrike. As it was a rather
busy day ringing, the bird was kept until ¢ 15:30
(when it was released at the same place where it
had been trapped); it was not seen again.

The morning of 15 October had been foggy
(with visibility down to 400 m), with a weak east-
erly wind. The period was dominated by easterly
winds and large numbers of grounded migrants.
On 12 October, a Yellow-browed Warbler Phyllo-
scopus inornatus was seen at Kroghage and, on
13 October, a Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maura
was ringed here.

The record was accepted by the Danish rarities
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committee as the first Brown Shrike for Denmark
(Olsen 1991) and constituted the second of the
only three (or four) records established so far in
Europe. The first was an adult at Grutness, Sum-
burgh, Shetland, Scotland, from 30 September to
2 October 1985 (Hume 1993). The third (or
fourth) was a first-winter trapped and ringed on
Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland, on 21 October
2000 (Deryk Shaw in litt). All three records refer
to the subspecies L c cristatus. The record of an
adult at Ballyferriter, Kerry, Ireland, from 22
November to 10 December 1999 constituted, if
accepted into category A, the third for Europe
(Crosher 1999). This record refers to the sub-
species L c lucionensis.

Description

SIZE & STRUCTURE In hand, bird appeared smaller and
lighter than Red-backed Shrike. However, relatively
large head and bill made bird looking large in field.
Tail rather long.

HEAD Crown warm brown with few dark markings.
Forehead pale buff just above bill and nape brown with
greyish tone. Ear-coverts uniform dark brown, forming
rather well-developed dark face-mask. From above eye
and backwards, almost pure white supercilium. Eye-
ring whitish, buffish above eye and broken in front of
eye by dark spot. Lore white to buffish-white, cheek
whitish and throat pale buffish.

UPPERPARTS Mantle as crown, lower part with many
black and brown markings. Rump (including uppertail-
coverts) paler and brighter than mantle and more
rufous, with correspondingly paler markings.
UNDERPARTS ~ Off-white. On breast and flank, some
dark brown chevrons; chest (c 1 cm) completely with-
out marks.

WING Lesser and median coverts brownish with black
or dark brown subterminal line and paler fringe.
Greater coverts dark brown with black subterminal line
and pale rufous fringe. Three inner greater coverts with
black subterminal line substituted by pale rusty-red
spot on shaft. Primary-coverts brown-black with paler
brown outer web, inner primary-coverts with buffish
tip. Alula dark with whitish fringe. Primaries blackish-
brown with narrow buff outer edge and whitish tip. On
p4-6 (primaries numbered ascendently), outer edge
whitish close to primary-coverts. Secondaries and ter-
tials with wider rusty buffish-white outer edge and tip,
on tertials rather well defined. Under remiges greyish-
black with whiter inner web. Underwing-coverts buff-

[Dutch Birding 22: 278-282, 2000]



white with few blackish-brown markings.

TAIL  Uppertail fox-red, not as rufous and bright as
rump, colour like in Thrush Nightingale Luscinia lusci-
nia. Rectrices (excluding two central ones) with whitish
outer edge, becoming more extensive towards outer
rectrices (reaching further up feather). Central rectrices
without white tip. Outer web darkest on central rectri-
ces and palest (buff to pale buff) on outermost ones.
Only hint of growth-bars present. Undertail pale grey-
brown to brown-grey. Undertail-coverts buff, more
rufous centrally.

BARE PARTS lIris dark brown to dark purple. Bill pale
grey-brown to greyish-blue with darker tip; upper man-
dible darker than lower. Rictal bristles long and black.
Leg blue-grey with sole pale buff-white and claws
blackish-brown.

MEASUREMENTS (no moulting or growing feathers) Wing
(right) 82 mm. P2=p7/8 (1 mm shorter than p7). Notch
on p2-6. Emarginations on p3-5 (on p3 3.3 mm from
tip, on p4 4.2 mm and on p5 5.2 mm). P1 5.5 mm
longer than primary coverts. P2 11.5 mm shorter than
wing-tip (p3). Wing-tip ending equal to uppertail-
coverts. Tail (slightly worn) 78 mm. Tail-rounding (differ-
ence between shortest and longest rectrices) 19 mm.
Width of rectrices (at broadest point, different from
Svensson 1992) 8-9.5 mm. Bill (to skull) 17.5 mm (small
piece of bill-tip broke off in captivity before measuring).
Bill depth (at feathering) 7.7 mm.

Brown Shrike at Gedser, Denmark, in October 1988

VOICE In hand, called like Red-backed Shrike; other-
wise silent.

HABITS Very tame. Tail was moved slowly from side to
side and up and down.

HABITAT Area with tall shrub and scattered trees, close
to small forest.

Identification

The following characters supported the identifi-
cation as Brown Shrike (cf Dean 1982, Svensson
1992, Hume 1993, Olsen et al 1996, Lefranc &
Worfolk 1997, Votier 1998, Worfolk 2000).

Size and structure

In the hand, the bird appeared smaller and light-
er than Red-backed Shrike. As it was very much
attracted to food (the Dunnock), it may be
assumed that it was a hungry (and probably lean)
bird (unfortunately it was not weighed). Brown
Shrike has the same (or longer) total length as
Red-backed Shrike but a longer tail and therefore
an absolute smaller (or similar) body size. The
relatively large head and bill, though, did make
the bird look large in the field. The bill was
rather small for Brown Shrike. It still appeared
quite strong for this type of shrike and, together

277-278 Brown Shrike / Bruine Klauwier Lanius cristatus of subspecies L c cristatus, first-winter plumage (or partial
first-winter plumage), Kroghage, Gedser, Falster, Denmark, 15 October 1988 (Kasper Thorup)
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with the rather large head, the bird showed the
appearance typical of Brown Shrike.

Plumage

The head-markings, especially the dark ear-coverts
and the paleness above the eye, were typical of
isabelline shrikes and Brown Shrike. The latter
tends to have more white above the eye. The
upperparts were too brown and darker than on
most isabelline shrikes. The ground colour of the
primaries was blackish-brown. It is paler on most
isabelline shrikes. The pale fringes to the second-
aries and tertials do not normally stand out as
much on first-year Red-backed Shrike and isabel-
line shrikes. In general, Red-backed Shrike is a
more richly patterned bird whereas on most isa-
belline shrikes the pale fringes tend to be of the
same paler colour as the mantle. The grey-brown
to brown-grey undertail was different from that in
Red-backed Shrike (grey) and isabelline shrikes
(reddish-brown). The rufous-buff undertail-coverts
were typical of Brown Shrike. The more vividly
coloured rump, contrasting with both tail and
mantle (which are nearly of the same colour), is
typical of Brown Shrike. Isabelline shrikes show a
reddish tail and rump (often the tail is contrast-
ingly darker than the rump in Turkestan Shrike),
contrasting with the mantle. On Turkestan Shrike,
the taxon most closely resembling Brown Shrike,
the tail tends to show a more pronounced con-
trast between the central (darker) and outer (paler)
rectrices. Also, the tail of Turkestan Shrike tends
to darken towards the tip, reminding of Common
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus on the most
marked individuals. The presence of growth-bars
on the rectrices is typical of many Brown Shrikes
(Svensson 1992) but many others lack this feature
(as the present bird).

Bare parts

The legs were blue-grey, clearly different from
the dark or blackish legs normally found in Red-
backed Shrike and isabelline shrikes. The leg
colour of Brown Shrike is also described as dark
or blackish. However, in India, | saw a number
of Brown Shrikes (L ¢ cristatus) with blue-grey
legs. Migrant Brown Shrikes | observed on Hap-
py Island, Beidaihe, China, more commonly had
dark legs (L c lucionensis and L c cristatus/
L ¢ ‘confusus?) although a few showed greyish
legs (L c cristatus).

Measurements

The wing length (82 mm) was too short for both
Red-backed Shrike (88-100 mm) and isabelline
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shrikes (88-101 mm). It is 80-90 mm in Brown
Shrike (Svensson 1992). The wing formula with
p2=p7/8 and emarginations on p3-5 excluded
Red-backed Shrike (in which p2=p4/5 (p5) [p4 or
p5/6] and emarginations on p4-5 only (Svensson
1992)). P2=p7/8 was shorter than in isabelline
shrikes (p2=p5/6 or p6 (p6/7) [p7]) and most
Brown Shrikes (p2=p6/7 or p6 (p5/6)) (Svensson
1992). A single Brown Shrike in the skin collec-
tion at the Zoologiske Museum at Kgbenhavn,
Denmark, had p2 almost equal to p7. The width
of the rectrices (8-9.5 mm) fitted Brown Shrike
(6.5-9.5 mm) and was less than in isabelline
shrikes (9-11 mm) (Svensson 1992). The tail-
rounding (19 mm) only fitted Brown Shrike (17-
25 mm) as it is 9-11 mm in isabelline shrikes and
even less in Red-backed Shrike (Svensson 1992).
The tail/wing ratio (0.95) was within the range of
Brown Shrike (0.90-1.01) and higher than in both
Red-backed Shrike (0.73-0.83) and isabelline
shrikes (0.80-0.93) (Svensson 1992).

Age

The bird was aged as first-year because of the
presence of a subterminal black line on the
coverts and the dark barring on most body parts.
Adult Brown Shrike usually lacks any barring
(males) or shows only little barring (females). It
was in first-winter plumage (or in partial first-
winter plumage as a result of a suspended post-
juvenile moult) as the juvenile plumage of Brown
Shrike shows much more barring. Typically,
Brown Shrike suspends the post-juvenile moult
during migration. Still, it results in the loss of
most of the juvenile barring, giving the bird a
much plainer look.

Subspecies

The bird showed characters of L c cristatus.
L c lucionensis is more grey-brown above with a
greyer crown and paler forehead; L ¢ supercilio-
sus is much richer rufous-brown above with a
paler forehead (Worfolk 2000). L c cristatus is the
most likely subspecies to reach Europe. L c lucio-
nensis and L c superciliosus are highly unlikely
to occur in this region (cf Worfolk 2000).

Habits
The tail movements were typical of isabelline
shrikes and Brown Shrike.

Habitat
The bird favoured less open habitat than typical
of Red-Backed Shrike and particularly isabelline
shrikes.



Identification of first-winter Brown Shrike
Identification of isabelline shrikes and Brown
Shrike has been dealt with rather thoroughly in
the literature (Dean 1982, Svensson 1992, Hume
1993, Olsen et al 1996, Lefranc & Worfolk 1997,
Votier 1998, Worfolk 2000). lIsabelline shrikes
and Brown Shrike are very rare in north-western
Europe and thus a reliable identification requires
extreme caution. Isabelline shrikes and Brown
Shrike are rather close in characters, so any
encounter with an unusual shrike will have to
focus on the separation of these and the exclu-
sion of Red-backed Shrike. It is therefore relevant
to summarize the most important field characters
of isabelline shrikes and Brown Shrike. Red-
backed Shrike in first-winter plumage is, unlike
isabelline shrikes and Brown Shrike, typically a
rather barred and richly patterned bird. The
upperparts vary from greyish to rufous; the
uppertail is of more or less the same colour while
the undertail is greyish. It has a rather short tail
and a long primary projection. The following
characters differ from Red-backed Shrike and
should be considered as the minimum required
for the field identification of first-year isabelline
shrikes or Brown Shrike in first-winter plumage
(the characters in parentheses are reliable but
might not be essential for identification).

Brown Shrike

Narrow long tail with long distance between longest
and shortest rectrices. Bull-headed appearance with
strong bill. Distinct head-markings. Orange-rufous
rump contrasting with browner uniform mantle and
tail. Obvious pale fringes to tertials. (Further: grey-
brown undertail, no white in tail, rufous on underparts
(especially undertail-coverts), short primary projection
and, if present, growth-bars on rectrices and blue-grey
legs.)

Chinese Shrike
Unmarked head. Uniformly coloured, very pale man-
tle. Uniform rufous tail and uppertail-coverts contrast-
ing with mantle. (Rufous undertail; intermediate prima-
ry projection.)

Further characters: absence of dark barring (subter-
minal lines) on rump.

Turkestan Shrike
More or less uniformly greyish-brown mantle (darker
than in Chinese Shrike). Rufous tail and rump, with
‘Common Redstart’ character (tail darker than rump),
contrasting with mantle. Obvious pale fringes to ter-
tials. (Rufous undertail; intermediate primary projec-
tion; if present, white primary-spot.)

Further characters: dark subterminal lines on rump
and maybe mantle. Dark face-mask.

Brown Shrike at Gedser, Denmark, in October 1988

Daurian Shrike
Intermediate between Chinese and Turkestan Shrikes
and some might be inseparable.

Discussion

The escape likelihood of the Brown Shrike was
considered very low and the species was placed
in category A of the Danish list. The bird showed
no signs of captivity. The species is rarely found
in captivity. There were no imports of Brown
Shrike into Britain up to the Scottish record (in
1985) since prior to 1927 (Hume 1993). Brown
Shrike has probably not been imported into
Denmark before the Danish record (in 1988) but
small numbers might have been imported into
central European countries (Morten Bentzon
Hansen pers comm). Shrikes are generally diffi-
cult to keep in captivity and the occurrence of a
first-year thus seems highly unlikely to stem from
captive breeding. Further, it seems an early date
for an escaped imported first-year as most first-
years are imported somewhat later in the year
(especially in the late 1980s when most imports
came from India and hence concerned birds
trapped in their winter quarters). Since the early
1990s, a few Brown Shrikes have been known to
be imported into Europe, coinciding with the
beginning of the import of Chinese birds which
may also include trapped migrant birds (Morten
Bentzon Hansen pers comm). Paul Herroelen has
tracked down an importation of 30 Brown
Shrikes from Viet Nam to the Netherlands via
Belgium in March 1994 (the same year as the
only known importation, of just eight birds, into
Denmark) (Birding World 13: 130, 2000).

Furthermore, the record coincided with high
numbers of eastern vagrants being reported from
Europe. In Britain, 1988 was only second in
numbers of eastern vagrants to 1982 at that time
(Elkins 1991) although rather few were reported
from Scandinavia. Large numbers of Pallas’s
P proregulus and Radde’s Warblers P schwarzi
were reported from Britain, with major arrivals
on 12-15 and 20-25 October (Elkins 1991).

As discussed by Worfolk (2000), Brown Shrike
is surprisingly rare in Europe (although it may be
overlooked because of confusion with Red-back-
ed Shrike and possibly even with isabelline
shrike) as the breeding and wintering ranges of
L c cristatus are roughly coinciding with those of
many Siberian passerines that turn up in Europe
on a more regular basis, particularly Pallas’s
Warbler, one of the commonest eastern vagrants.
It should however be borne in mind that the most
likely reason for the high degree of vagrancy in
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many Siberian passerines is their initial rather strict
eastward migration direction to avoid the Mon-
golian Steppe, the Gobi Desert and the Tibetan
Plateau (cf Thorup 1998). Brown Shrike does not
show this pattern to such a high degree as it is
more prone to cross that area; for instance, it is
regularly found in Qinghai, China (Jesper Horn-
skov pers comm). Thus, the initial migration direc-
tion is more towards the south and this seems an
important factor in determining the degree of
vagrancy (presumably because this kind of vagran-
cy arises from reverse migration which means that
the original orientation has to be east-west).
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Samenvatting

BRUINE KLAUWIER TE GEDSER, DENEMARKEN, IN OKTOBER
1988 Op 15 oktober 1988 werd te Kroghage, Gedser,
Falster, Denemarken, een Bruine Klauwier Lanius cris-
tatus van de ondersoort L ¢ cristatus gevangen. De
vogel bevond zich in eerste winterkleed (of in gedeelte-
lijk eerste winterkleed). De vogel werd beschreven en
gefotografeerd. Dit was het eerste geval van Bruine
Klauwier voor Denemarken en het tweede voor Euro-
pa. Tot nu toe is deze Oost-Aziatische soort slechts drie
(of vier) maal in Europa vastgesteld. De mogelijke rede-
nen worden besproken voor de grote zeldzaamheid

Kasper Thorup, Zoological Institute,
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van Bruine Klauwier in Europa. Ook wordt ingegaan
op de vraag of de in Europa vastgestelde gevallen van
Bruine Klauwier betrekking kunnen hebben op uit
gevangenschap afkomstige exemplaren.
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Drie Bonte Tapuiten in Nederland
in oktober-november 1999

Ruud F J van Beusekom, Karin Linders, Raymond Pahlplatz & Enno B Ebels

n oktober-november 1999 werden binnen enke-
le weken tijd drie Bonte Tapuiten Oenanthe
pleschanka waargenomen in Nederland, goed
voor het zesde tot en met achtste geval. In dit arti-
kel worden deze drie gevallen gedocumenteerd
en wordt ingegaan op de determinatie en leeftijds-

bepaling.

Texel, 4-15 oktober 1999

Tijdens de jaarlijkse DBA-vogelweek op Texel,
Noord-Holland, ontdekten Arie en Leen van der
Linden in de namiddag van maandag 4 oktober
1999 een zwartkelige tapuit bij boerderij
Zeeburg nabij De Cocksdorp, op de noordoost-
punt van het eiland. Omdat ze niet in het bezit
waren van een mobiele telefoon ging één van
hen snel op zoek naar andere vogelaars; de
ander bleef ter plekke om de tapuit in de gaten te
houden en overige kenmerken vast te stellen.
Toen enkele malen de staart goed te zien was

werd duidelijk dat het hoogstwaarschijnlijk om
een Bonte Tapuit ging. De eerste zoektocht naar
vogelaars was tevergeefs maar de tweede poging
leverde een groepje vogelaars op, met een
mobiele telefoon, die direct mee terug reden
naar Zeeburg. Daar aangekomen bleek de tapuit
nog aanwezig en werd het nieuws doorgegeven.
De vele vogelaars op het eiland waren binnen
korte tijd ter plekke en snel werd de determinatie
bevestigd. De volgende ochtend was de vogel op
dezelfde plek aanwezig maar rond 12:00 werd
hij niet meer aangetroffen. Een dag later, op 6
oktober, werd hij s ochtends teruggevonden bij
de ingang van De Slufter aan het eind van de
Oorsprongweg, aan de noordwestzijde van het
eiland en ¢ 4 km ten westen van de oorspronke-
lijke plek. Hier liet de vogel zich tot en met 15
oktober fraai bekijken door een gestage stroom
van vogelaars.

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op foto’s van

279 Bonte Tapuit / Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka, eerste-winter mannetje, De Slufter, Texel, Noord-Holland,
oktober 1999 (Erik Menkveld)

[Dutch Birding 22: 283-287, 2000)

283



Drie Bonte Tapuiten in Nederland in oktober-november 1999

Hans Gebuis, Patrick Palmen, Peter van Rij en
René van Rossum (cf Dutch Birding 21: 304,
plaat 323, 1999), video-opnamen van Marc
Plomp (Plomp et al 2000) en aantekeningen van
Max Berlijn en Enno Ebels.

GROOTTE & BOUW Vrij kleine tapuit met opvallend
lange vleugels. Handpenprojectie lang, ¢ 120% van
tertiallengte. Acht handpentoppen zichtbaar voorbij
tertials (buitenste twee toppen dicht bij elkaar). Snavel
vrij kort in vergelijking met Tapuit O oenanthe.

KOP  Bovenkop grijsbruin met lichte veerranden.
Wenkbrauwstreep voor oog warm oranjebruin, achter
oog lichter en ‘uitwaaierend’. Teugel, oorstreek, kin en
keel zwart. Op keel naar borst toe toenemend aantal
lichte veertoppen.

BOVENDELEN Mantel en schouder koud bruingrijs als
bovenkop; veren met donker centrum en lichte rand
waardoor vaag schubpatroon. Zwart op basis van veren
alleen goed zichtbaar bij poetsen of opwaaien van
veren.

ONDERDELEN Borst en buik warm zeemkleurig, naar
buik toe witter wordend en op onderstaartdekveren
geheel witachtig. Donkere tekening van keel op basis
van veren doorlopend vanaf keel tot op bovenborst
(zichtbaar bij poetsen of opwaaien van veren). Onder-
delen meest intens gekleurd ter hoogte van vleugel-
boeg.

VLEUGEL Kleine dekveren zwart met opvallende lichte
rand. Middelste en grote dekveren, tertials en handpen-
nen zwart met lichte vuilwitte tot zeemkleurige rand.
Op afstand toppen van grote dekveren duidelijk waar-
neembare lichte vleugelstreep vormend. Buitenste vier
tot vijf grote dekveren iets korter dan binnenste en met
iets bruinere rand. Handpennen zwart met zwakke
bruine tint. Handdekveren zwart met witte rand.
Ondervleugeldekveren zwart.

STAART Bovenstaart wit met smalle, op enkele veren
onderbroken, zwarte eindband. Op middelste staartve-
ren zwart hoger oplopend waardoor zwarte omgekeer-
de ‘T’ ontstaand.

NAAKTE DELEN Snavel en poot zwart. Iris donker.
GEDRAG  Regelmatig zittend op uitzichtposten (hek,
prikkeldraad, paaltje). Foeragerend vanaf hogere uit-
kijkpost en dan regelmatig naar zelfde plek terugke-
rend. Niet schuw, vaak tot op enkele meters van waar-
nemers komend.

Huizen, 24 oktober 1999

Op zondag 24 oktober hadden Ruud van
Beusekom en Toine Morel een tijdje staan kijken
naar ‘Igor’, de Pontische Meeuw Larus cachin-
nans cachinnans in de jachthaven van Huizen,
Noord-Holland. In de stromende regen merkte
RvB rond 11:00 een hoog overvliegende middel-
grote zangvogel op die hij niet zo snel thuis kon
brengen. De vogel kwam vanaf het Gooimeer
aanvliegen, met de wind mee en verwijderde
zich snel van de waarnemers. RvB meende veel
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wit in de staart te zien en dacht aan een tapuit.
Gespannen liet RvB de vogel niet los uit zijn kij-
kerbeeld. Gelukkig streek hij op ¢ 200 m afstand
even neer in de top van een mast, waarna hij
zich snel liet vallen tussen de jachten. Het was
een tapuit maar RvB meende dat het geen gewo-
ne Tapuit was. Na vruchteloos zoeken in de
jachthaven besloten ze om een ruig terrein bij de
vlakbij gelegen Huizerpier te bezoeken, dat
geschikt leek voor tapuiten. Hier ontdekte TM
vrijwel onmiddellijk de vogel dichtbij op een
paaltje. Het bleek inderdaad om een zeldzame
tapuit te gaan! Hun sterke vermoeden ging uit
naar Bonte Tapuit. De vogel was erg actief en
foerageerde als een vliegenvanger op insecten.
Hij liet zich van zeer nabij (tot 4-5 m) schitterend
bekijken door telescoop en verrekijker. Nadat zij
de vogel een kwartier goed hadden bekeken en
zich vergewist hadden van een aantal kenmer-
ken, ging RvB naar huis om ruchtbaarheid te
geven aan de ontdekking en literatuur te halen.
Een ‘quick scan’ thuis versterkte het vermoeden
van Bonte Tapuit en na het checken van de ken-
merken in het veld waren zij overtuigd van de
determinatie. Helaas vloog de vogel toen het
droog en helder werd om 12:15 hoog weg naar
het zuidwesten, voordat de eerste twitchers (op
Hans van Ruiten na) arriveerden. Zoekacties ble-
ven daarna zonder resultaat. De beschrijving is
gebaseerd op aantekening van RvB en TM.

GROOTTE & BOUW Als Tapuit maar iets kleiner lijkend,
met rondere kop, steiler voorhoofd, naar verhouding
langere staart en kleinere snavel.

KOP Koud aardebruin met fijne lichte grijze zomen op
bovenkop en in nek, sterk geschubd effect gevend en
zelfs zwak effect van grijszweem. Aanzet van zwakke,
onduidelijke wenkbrauwstreep. Oorstreek donkerder,
vooral laagste deel van oorstreek met donkerbruine
veeg. Smalle lichte oogring. Teugel aardebruin. Kin en
keel lichter, bruinwit, met zeer zwakke baardstreep.
BOVENDELEN Mantel en schouder koud aardebruin,
iets donkerder dan kop, veren met fijne lichte zoom,
zwak effect van grijszweem gevend. Stuit wit, met brui-
ne zweem.

ONDERDELEN  Zwakke oranjebruine gewolkte borst-
band, licht contrasterend met lichte keel; kleur warmer
dan rest van kleed. Kleur doorlopend tot op flank en
onregelmatig begrensd aan onderzijde. Overige onder-
delen bruinwit. Onderstaartdekveren wit.

VLEUGELS Tertials donker zwartbruin met lichte bruin-
witte rand. Armpennen donkerbruin of zwart met lichte
rand, bij gesloten vleugel vleugelpaneel vormend.
Handpennen donker met smalle lichte rand, aan top
breder. Grote dekveren donker met lichte rand, vleu-
gelstreep vormend. Middelste dekveren donker met
brede, lichte rand. Handdekveren donker met lichte
rand. Ondervleugeldekveren zwartachtig, contraste-
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rend in vlucht met rest van vleugel.

STAART Ongeveer als Tapuit, maar wit met name aan
weerszijden van centrum veel verder doorlopend naar
top van staartpennen. T3-4 met alleen op top van bui-
tenvlag zwarte vlek, verder wit.

NAAKTE DELEN Poot en snavel zwart. Iris donker.
GEDRAG Tam, tot op enkele meters te benaderen. Zeer
actief en erg vliegerig. Jagend vanaf uitkijkposten als
hekken, paaltjes, prikkeldraad en hoge kruiden, met
veel vliegenvangerachtig gedrag: veel sprintvluchtjes
naar insecten in lucht.

Nederweert, 9-11 november 1999

Op dinsdag 9 november 1999 lieten Karin
Linders en Raymond Pahlplatz zoals gewoonlijk
’s ochtends de hond uit in Nederweert, Limburg.
Op de hoek van de Rijksweg-Zuid met de
Hulsenweg vloog een vogeltje op uit de berm dat
ging zitten op het prikkeldraad. Het was meteen
duidelijk dat het een tapuit was. De vogel viel
echter op door de afwijkende bruine kleur, het
ontbreken van een wenkbrauwstreep en de teke-
ning van het zwart op de staart. Ook was de
vogel niet schuw. Er werd onmiddellijk gedacht
aan een ‘blonde tapuit’ O hispanica/melanoleuca
of Bonte Tapuit. De vogel werd na enige studie
als Bonte Tapuit gedetermineerd en bleef gedu-

rende drie dagen aanwezig aan de rand van
industrieterrein Budschop. De berm was tamelijk
steil en net gemaaid, waardoor voedsel gemak-
kelijk bereikbaar was. Een aantal keren werd
waargenomen hoe de tapuit prooien als spinnen,
rupsjes en emelten naar binnen werkte. De vogel
leek in een goede conditie te verkeren en is in de
nacht van 11 op 12 november waarschijnlijk ver-
der getrokken (Pahlplatz & Linders 2000).

De beschrijving is gemaakt op basis van aante-
keningen en dia’s van RP en Theo Bakker (cf
Dutch Birding 21: 368, plaat 397, 1999), video-
opnamen van Leo Boon (Plomp et al 2000) en
aantekeningen van Max Berlijn. Met donker
weer konden details van met name de kopteke-
ning nauwelijks worden waargenomen.

GROOTTE & BOUW Als Tapuit maar iets meer gedron-
gen lijkend. Houding minder rechtopstaand en meer
horizontaal in vergelijking met Tapuit. In zit vleugels
elkaar duidelijk kruisend. Handpenprojectie lang,
¢ 110% van tertiallengte.

KOP Overwegend bruingrijs, zonder ‘warme’ roodbrui-
ne kleur. Wenkbrauwstreep onduidelijk en vaag, voor-
namelijk achter het oog zichtbaar. Oorstreek donker-
der, contrasterend met iets lichtere wenkbrauwstreep,
achter- en zijhals. Smalle oogring, vooral duidelijk aan

280 Bonte Tapuit / Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka, eerste-winter vrouwtje, Nederweert, Limburg,
10 november 1999 (Theo Bakker/Cursorius)
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281-282 Bonte Tapuit / Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka, eerste-winter vrouwtje, Nederweert, Limburg,
10 november 1999 (Theo Bakker/Cursorius)

bovenzijde van oog. Kin en keel licht, lichtgrijs tot vuil-
wit.

BOVENDELEN Mantel en schouder met zelfde bruingrij-
ze kleur als kop, mogelijk iets donkerder. Lichtere
schubjes aan veerranden zichtbaar.

ONDERDELEN  Duidelijk borstbandje aanwezig, licht-
bruin, maar zonder warme grondkleur, naar zijborst toe
iets donkerder en iets roodbruin wordend, vrij scherp
afgetekend tegen lichtere keel en créemekleurige tot
vuilwitte buik. Anaalstreek wit.

VLEUGEL Grote dekveren donker met lichte rand, dui-
delijke lichte vleugelstreep vormend. Buitenste vier tot
vijf grote dekveren iets korter dan binnenste en met iets
bruinere rand. Middelste dekveren donker met lichte
rand, van dichtbij als tweede kleine vleugelstreep
waarneembaar. Op grotere afstand leken middelste
dekveren samen met kleine dekveren lichtere vlek te
vormen. Kleine dekveren donker met lichte rand, op
afstand lichtere vlek vormend. Grote handdekveren,
tertials en handpennen donker met lichte rand.
Armpennen donker met lichte rand, met gesloten vleu-
gel vage, onopvallend lichter paneel vormend.

STAART Als tapuit, met omgekeerde zwarte ‘T’ op
staart. Zwarte tekening op buitenste staartpennen hoger
oplopend, waardoor eindband niet recht afgesneden
maar meer ‘ankervormig’.

NAAKTE DELEN Snavel en poot zwart. Iris donker.
GEDRAG Regelmatig zittend op lage uitzichtposten (tak-
ken, paaltjes, prikkeldraad) in wegberm. Ook vaak op
verharde terreinen verblijvend en foeragerend tussen
auto’s en aanhangwagens. Soms gedurende korte perio-
de zittend op nok of dakgoot van hoger gebouw. Foe-
ragerend op grond, vaak langere tijd achter elkaar. Niet
schuw, tot op 3-4 m benaderbaar, soms nog dichterbij.

Determinatie en leeftijdsbepaling

De vogel van Texel leverde weinig determinatie-
problemen op. De combinatie van zwarte keel
en oorstreek, warm oranjeachtige onderdelen,
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grijsbruin geschubde mantel, donkere ondervleu-
gel-dekveren en staartpatroon met oplopend
zwart aan de buitenste pennen past goed op
Bonte Tapuit. De zwarte centra van de mantelve-
ren en het doorlopen van zwart aan de bases van
de veren tot op de borst sluiten beide ‘blonde
tapuiten’ uit. Na afslijten van de lichte veerran-
den in het voorjaar zijn mantel en schouder bij
Bonte Tapuit zwart terwijl beide ‘blonde tapui-
ten’ een lichte bruinachtige mantel hebben die
scherp is afgetekend tegen de zwarte schouder
en vleugel. Met name Oostelijke Blonde Tapuit
O melanoleuca kan in eerste winterkleed veel
overeenkomsten tonen met Bonte Tapuit maar
vertoont nooit zwart onder de keel en heeft een
meer egale en warmer gekleurde mantel (Cramp
1988, Ullman 1994, Svensson et al 1999). De
zwakke bruine tint op de handpennen, de opval-
lende lichte rand aan de handdekveren en het
ruicontrast binnen de grote dekveren (verschil in
lengte en kleur van de lichte rand) duiden op een
eerste-winter (cf Svensson 1992).

De determinatie van de beide vrouwtjes was
minder eenvoudig vanwege het lastige onder-
scheid tussen vrouwtjes Bonte Tapuit en ‘blonde
tapuit’ (met name Oostelijke Blonde Tapuit); het
staartpatroon met oplopend zwart op de buiten-
ste pennen sluit alle andere tapuiten uit. Bij beide
vogels wezen de koude bruine kleur met duide-
lijk waarneembare schubjes op de mantel, in de
nek en op bovenkop, alsmede de onregelmatig
begrensde borstband op een Bonte Tapuit. Een
vrouwtje Qostelijke Blonde Tapuit is op de
bovenzijde warmer bruin (meer geelbruin) en
over het algemeen ongeschubd hoewel soms een
zwakke schubbing aanwezig kan zijn (die in
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oktober-november echter al is afgesleten). Ook
heeft deze soort een duidelijker begrensde, meer
oranjebruine borstband; dit kenmerk is echter
niet altijd toepasbaar omdat vrouwtjes Bonte
Tapuit dit ook kunnen hebben (Cramp 1988,
Svensson 1992, Ullman 1994, Svensson et al
1999). Volgens Cramp (1988) en Ullman (1994)
is de bepaling van het verschil in leeftijd tussen
adult-winter en eerste-winter vrouwtjes zeer
moeilijk. Volgens Svensson (1992) kunnen
vrouwtjes Bonte Tapuit niet op leeftijd worden
gebracht behalve misschien aan de hand van de
kleur van de binnenkant van de bovensnavel.
Verondersteld mag echter worden dat dit alleen
geldt voor vogels die geen ruicontrast tonen in de
grote dekveren. Wanneer dit ruicontrast wel aan-
wezig is, dan is net als bij mannetjes sprake van
een eerste-winter; wanneer geen ruicontrast aan-
wezig of zichtbaar is, dan kan het zowel een eer-
ste-winter als een adulte vogel betreffen en is
leeftijdsbepaling niet met zekerheid mogelijk
(André van Loon in litt). Bij de vogel van Neder-
weert ging het om een eerste-winter vrouwtje
vanwege het ruicontrast in de grote dekveren, de
bruine gloed op de handpennen en de brede
witte zoom aan de handdekveren. Bij de vogel
van Huizen is op basis van de beschrijving geen
uitsluitsel te geven over de leeftijd.

Verspreiding en voorkomen
Het broedgebied van Bonte Tapuit strekt zich uit
van de kusten van Bulgarije en Roemenié tot
voorbij het Baikalmeer in Siberi¢, Rusland. De
soort overwintert in Oost- en Noordoost-Afrika,
van Egypte tot Kenia (Cramp 1988). In Noord-
west-Europa wordt de soort vrijwel jaarlijks als
dwaalgast aangetroffen, met name in het najaar
en met een duidelijk piek in oktober-november.
De drie waarnemingen van oktober-november
1999 zijn aanvaard door de Commissie Dwaal-
gasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) (van der
Vliet et al 2000). In Nederland waren tot het
najaar 1999 vijf gevallen aanvaard: 28 mei 1988,
Schiermonnikoog, Friesland (vrouwtje); 23-26
oktober 1992, Petten, Noord-Holland (eerste-win-
ter mannetje); 31 oktober tot 4 november 1992,
Katwijk, Zuid-Holland (eerste-winter vrouwtje); 7-
8 oktober 1993, Vlieland, Friesland (eerste-winter
mannetje); en 17 november 1996, Stroe, Noord-
Holland (eerste-winter mannetje) (van den Berg &

Bosman 1999). Het geval van Huizen was derhal-
ve het eerste buiten de Noordzee- en Wadden-
zeekust (maar wel langs de kust van het IJssel-
meer, de voormalige Zuiderzee) en het geval in
Nederweert het eerste echte binnenlandgeval.
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Summary

THREE PIED WHEATEARS IN THE NETHERLANDS IN. OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER 1999 In October-November 1999, three
Pied Wheatears Oenanthe pleschanka were observed
in the Netherlands. The first concerned an obliging
first-winter male on Texel, Noord-Holland, on 4-15
October 1999; the second a short-staying female at
Huizen, Noord-Holland, on 24 October 1999; and the
third a well-observed first-winter female at Nederweert,
Limburg, on 9-11 November 1999. Of each bird, a
description is given and the identification and ageing is
discussed. These records constituted the sixth to eighth
Dutch records. The first was as recently as May 1988,
and subsequent records were in October 1992,
October-November 1992, October 1993 and Novem-
ber 1996. The Huizen record (along the borders of the
I)sselmeer) was the first away from the North and
Wadden Sea coast, and the Nederweert record was the
first inland record.
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Brieven

More Pygmy Cormorants in Poland

In Ebels et al (2000), the first two records of
Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmeus in the
Netherlands, both in 1999, are documented. In
this paper, a summary is given of extralimital
records of this species in northern and western
Europe. The information for Poland, however,
stating that ther are six records from the 19th
century and only one from the 20th century (June
1997), is far from complete. In fact, in the last 10
years, no less than 10 records involving 13
Pygmy Cormorants have been accepted by the
Polish rare birds committee.

7 June 1992, Jezidrsko reservoir, central Poland (first
20th century record)

23-24 December 1994, two, Wloctawski reservoir,
central Poland

23 April 1995, adult, Rzeszéw, south-eastern Poland

16 February to 5 April 1996, Sulejowski reservoir, east-
ern Poland

15 May 1996, Siemian6éwka reservoir, eastern Poland

20 August 1996, Pilica river, central Poland

12 October 1996, juvenile, central Poland

15 June 1997, adult, near O$wiecim, southern Poland

September 1998, Spytkowice, near Krakéw, southern
Poland

18 August to 12 September 1999, maximum of three,
near O$wiecim, southern Poland

Reference

Ebels, E B, Stoopendaal, W, Tims, C & Vink, A 2000.
Dwergaalscholvers bij Montfoort in januari 1999 en
in Oostvaardersplassen in juni 1999. Dutch Birding
22:129-134.

Pawet Malczyk, Psary, Graniczna 1, 32-545 Karniowice, Poland

Masters of Mystery

Solutions of fourth round 2000

The solutions of mystery photographs VIl and VIII
of the fourth round of the 2000 competition
(Dutch Birding 22: 228, 2000) appear below.

VIl This mystery bird can be readily classified as
a Sylvia warbler by the reddish-tinged orbital
ring, pale eye-ring, lack of a supercilium and
obvious outer tail markings. The reddish-tinged
orbital ring indicates that this bird belongs to one
of the Sylvia species with a southern or south-
eastern distribution. Adult males in all these spe-
cies are quite colourful and obviously patterned
birds; adult female or immature birds, like this
one, are a greater challenge to identify. The mys-
tery bird shows nearly uniform grey-brown
upperparts and a contrasting blackish tail and the
tertials and greater coverts show only faint darker
centres and diffuse and relatively broad paler
fringes. Cyprus S melanothorax and Ruppell’s
Warblers S rueppelli both differ from the mystery
bird by their blackish tertial and greater covert
centres bordered by a clear-cut pale fringe.
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Therefore, the remaining options are Subalpine
S cantillans, Ménétries’s S mystacea and Sardinian
Warblers S melanocephala.

Although the obvious white eye-ring and grey-
brown colour of the upperparts resemble those of
Subalpine Warbler, the blackish tail and lack of
grey tone to the rump and uppertail-coverts
exclude this species. Also, in first-winter Sub-
alpine, the tertials are darker centred and more
distinctly pale fringed and there is often a broad
but diffuse greyish surrounding to the darker ear-
coverts, not shown by the mystery bird.

The mystery bird is quite pale and almost con-
colorous on the upperparts and head, contrasting
with a rather dark tail, which is typical for Méné-
tries’s Warbler. Female-type Sardinian Warbler
differs from Ménétries’s by the darker and parti-
cularly warmer-toned upperparts and contrast
between brown mantle and more grey to blue-
grey head. Other features of the mystery bird in
favour for Ménétries’s are the obvious pale eye-
ring (absent or very faint in Sardinian), only
weakly reddish orbital ring (more obvious and
paler red in Sardinian), dark but not blackish ter-

[Dutch Birding 22: 288-290, 2000]



tial centres with diffuse and broad pale fringe
and greater coverts with hardly any dark centre
(more obvious blackish centres on both tertials
and greater coverts with paler and more clear-cut
fringe in Sardinian), buff flank (darker and warm-
er brown in Sardinian, especially in the nominate
subspecies) and six exposed primary tips
(Sardinian tends to show five).

This female Ménétries’s Warbler was photo-
graphed at Jubayl, Saudi Arabia, on 15 April
1991 by Arnoud van den Berg. It was identified
correctly by 67% of the entrants; Subalpine
(15%) and Sardinian Warblers (6%) were the
most frequent incorrect answers.

VIl Almost all entrants identified this passerine
as a lark, as primarily suggested by the stubby
and rather thick bill and streaked underparts.
This bird’s short and stubby bill, rounded head
with rather dull-looking pattern and heavily stre-
aked underparts all immediately point towards
Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens. So,
is it as easy as it looks? This is a mystery bird
competition after all ... Greater Short-toed Lark C
brachydactyla can show streaking on its under-
parts but never so heavily as on this bird; bes-
ides, in this species, the bill should be longer and
less stubby and the head pattern more striking.
Far less easy to eliminate is Asian Short-toed Lark
C cheleensis (although none of the entrants iden-
tified the bird as such). This species, breeding
within the Western Palearctic on the Central
Plateau in Turkey and presumed to winter in
large parts of the Middle East, however, would be
expected to be greyer and less boldly streaked on

283 Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens apet-
zii, Coto Dofiana, Andalucfa, Spain, 1 August 2000
(Diederik Kok)

Masters of Mystery

the underparts. Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis
shares the mystery bird’s distinctly streaked
underparts and also lacks a striking head pattern,
but this species still shows a longer and more
prominent supercilium that bends down to pro-
duce an isolated ear-covert area; also, the bill
would be longer and more slender in this spe-
cies. The mystery bird’s head pattern (especially
the pale area below the eye) is quite similar to
that of White-winged Lark Melanocorypha leu-
coptera, but even in juvenile plumage this spe-
cies would be less heavily streaked below. The
absence of even a hint of a crest is obviously
wrong for Thekla Galerida theklae and Crested
Larks G cristata, both of which would also show
a longer and more slender bill. Therefore, this
bird’s initial impression must be right: it is a
Lesser Short-toed Lark.

This Lesser Short-toed Lark was photographed
at Coto Dofana, Andalucia, Spain, on 1 August
2000 by Diederik Kok. Plate 283 is another pho-
tograph of the same bird. The amount of varia-
tion within this species is large and rather com-
plex. Within the different populations, there is a
notable individual variation but the geographical
variation is even more considerable, in particular
regarding the overall coloration and intensity of
the streaking on the underparts. Based on this
bird’s locality, it must belong to the Iberian sub-
species C r apetzii. The bird’s heavily streaked
underparts (including throat) are a character of
this subspecies (but also of several others); the
overall coloration of this particular bird is
somewhat warmer brown than the generally
described grey-brown coloration for this subspe-
cies, as rufous tones tend to be largely absent.

51% of the entrants identified this bird correct-
ly as Lesser Short-toed Lark; the most frequently
mentioned incorrect answers were Eurasian
Skylark (15%), White-winged Lark (14%) and
Thekla Lark (6%).

This round was not very difficult and 30 entrants
identified both mystery birds correctly. From
them, Steve Dodgson (United Kingdom), Menno
Hornman and Jan van der Laan (both
Netherlands) were drawn as the winners of a
copy of Nightjars by Nigel Cleere and Dave
Nurney, donated by GMB Uitgeverij.

Also after this round, both Miguel Demeule-
meester (Belgium) and Mark Gal (Netherlands)
still maintained their 100% score. Hot on their
heels are Peter Adriaens, Han Buckx, Steve
Dodgson, Frédéric Jiguet, Dirk Moerbeek, Hein
Prinsen and Rob Versteeg with seven correct
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identifications and Johan Buckens, Arthur Geil-
voet, Dick Groenendijk, Jan van der Laan, Paavo
Liimattu, Daniele Occhiato, Raymond Pahlplatz,
Clemens Portofée, Wouter Puyk and Pim Wolf
with six.

Fifth and sixth round 2000

Since the sixth issue of this volume of Dutch
Birding, normally containing the sixth round, is a
special issue devoted totally to the identification
of red-backed, isabelline and brown shrikes, the
mystery photographs of both the fifth (IX and X)
and sixth round (XI and XII) are presented here.
The solution of all four mystery birds will appear
in the first issue of next year. Please study the
rules (Dutch Birding 22: 37-38, 2000) carefully
and identify the birds in the photographs.
Solutions can be sent in three different ways:

e by postcard to Dutch Birding Association,
Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam, Netherlands

* by e-mail to masters@dutchbirding.nl

e from the Internet site of the Dutch Birding
Association at http://www.dutchbirding.nl

Please note that all entries for this combined fifth

and sixth round have to be received by
25 December 2000. These four photographs will
decide who becomes the overall winner and the
owner of a pair of the Swarovski SLC 10x42 WB
binoculars, to be awarded by Swarovski Benelux.
From those entrants that manage best in identi-
fying these four mystery photographs, three will
receive a copy of the two-volume video set
Waders: a video guide to the key waders of
Europe, Asia and North America, filmed by Paul
Doherty and narrated by Bill Oddie, donated by
Bird Images.

Diederik Kok, Pelmolenweg 4, 3511 XN Utrecht, Netherlands (d.s.kok@students.chem.uu.nl)
Nils van Duivendijk, Guldenhoeve 34, 3451 TG Vleuten, Netherlands (duivendijk@multiweb.nl)
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Recensies

JAMES HANCOCK 1999. Herons & egrets of the world: a
photographic journey. Academic Press, San Diego. 208
pp, 223 colour photographs and nine colour illustra-
tions. ISBN 0 12 322725 9. GBP 24.95.

This is a disappointing book. The blurb promises ‘over
150 wonderful color photographs’ and presents the book
as ‘the only complete review of all 47 species and recog-
nized subspecies [of herons] currently in print’.
Apparently, the publisher did not even take the trouble
to count the photographs, because there are substantially
more: 223 to be precise, but are they wonderful? Their
quality is in fact variable and, although most are accept-
able, too many are either over-exposed or too dark. The
number of photos per species varies from one to 11, with
41 for the ‘extended’ Little Egret Egretta garzetta, a taxon
within which the author lumps all forms of Western Reef
Egret E gularis. No photographs are given for seven spe-
cies, amongst which are White-backed Night Heron
Gorsachius leuconotus and Madagascar Heron Ardea
humbloti, although photographs of these exist and have
been published elsewhere. White-crested Tiger Heron
Tigriornis leucolophus only gets a small photograph of a
captive nestling. This is yet another photographic book
whose author and editors appear not to have grasped the
necessity of systematically including full details on when
and where the pictures were taken. The potential value
of the book is thus further reduced.

Curiously, the entire bittern subfamily (Botaurinae,
13 species) has been left out, contradicting the claim
that the book presents a ‘complete review’ of the heron
family. ‘Review’ is, in any case, much too extravagant a
word for this work. The text is minimal and appears to
have been sloppily edited. An erratum slip with a sin-
gle entry has been inserted in the book but there are
other overlooked errors, eg, Great Blue Heron'’s scien-
tific name is given either as ‘Ardea herodas or ‘A.
herodius’, instead of herodias. If you want a real and
complete review of the heron family that is currently
available, take the first volume of the magnificent
Handbook of the birds of the World.

So what kind of book is this? It is neither an identifi-
cation guide, nor a personal account of the author’s
experience with herons, nor yet a coffee-table book.
I am afraid | cannot find any justification for purchasing
it. Don’t waste your money. RON Demey

Corrigendum

JON L DUNN, LARRY ROSCHE & JOHN W VANDERPOEL 1999.
The small gulls of North America. The advanced bird-
ing video series, video 2. Peregrine Video Productions,
USA. Available from Bird Images, 28 Carousel Walk,
Sherburn in Elmet, North Yorkshire LS25 6LP, UK. 177
minutes. GBP 19.95 (incl p&p).

Nowadays, it seems that you can only be called a gull
enthusiast when you are deeply involved in the identifi-
cation of large gulls, especially the immature plumages.
One would almost forget that there are also small gulls
flying around. And admit, when you listen to your heart,
aren’t they much lovelier to look at than their mean-
looking bigger brothers? Well, there is no accounting for
tastes but there were times, some 15 years ago, that their
identification was a hot item, too. For those who still
love their small gulls and for those who seek an up-to-
date identification summary (with a Nearctic bias), this
video on the smaller North-American gulls is a must.
After an introduction on gull topography, the video
shows the following species: Ring-billed Gull Larus
delawarensis, Short-billed Gull Larus canus brachyrhyn-
chus (including comparison with other Mew Gull
L canus taxa), Heermann’s Gull L heermanni, Black-tail-
ed Gull L crassirostris, Laughing Gull L atricilla,
Franklin’s Gull L pipixcan, Bonaparte’s Gull L phila-
delphia, Black-headed Gull L ridibundus, Little Gull
L minutus, Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini, Black-legged
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla, Red-legged Kittiwake R brevi-
rostris, Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia rosea and Ivory Gull
Pagophila eburnea. For each species, status and distri-
bution are given and identification and ageing are treat-
ed with highly informative shots and stills of all plum-
ages. Comparison with confusing species and variation
within the species are illustrated by arrows and com-
posite images. Date and place are mentioned for all
video shots. Sounds of calls are a welcome addition. All
this, together with the expert information spoken by Jon
Dunn, makes the video of high quality. A minor point is
perhaps the monotonous way Dunn speaks: the lack of
intonation makes the perception of the information quite
hard after some time. Keep the pause button at hand.
DIRK ] MOERBEEK

In the note on the rediscovery of Chinese Crested Tern
Sterna bernsteini (Dutch Birding 22: 248-249, 2000),
Gustaaf Schlegel was erroneously mentioned as the
ornithologist who described the species in 1863; this
should be Herman Schlegel, Gustaaf’s father and at the

[Dutch Birding 22: 291, 2000)

time director of the former Rijksmuseum van Natuur-
lijke Historie (now National Natural History Museum)
at Leiden, the Netherlands, where also the holotype
specimen is kept. EDITORS
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by Anthony McGeehan

Total birding

Seventeen again

Martin Garner has a way of asking questions that,
when he’s finished, leaves you feeling pummelled
and confused like a groggy prizefighter. However,
as with all good interrogators, he leaves a lifeline
in case you want to redeem yourself. This time, in
front of witnesses, he seized upon the fact that the
tide had well and truly ebbed on lIrish pelagic
trips and, because | was fingered as one of the
instigators of the pelagic push in the 1980s, he
wanted to know why. | replied that there were
several reasons, probably the most important of
which was the lack of lifers once people bagged a
Wilson'’s Storm-petrel. Why, some trips were even
abandoned the instant a Wilson’s was nailed. He
was horrified. | said, ‘It's as if everyone has grown
apathetic and accustomed to defeat. They believe
they aren’t going to see anything rare, so they
don’t want to try.” That did it. He’d got me on a
hook that I couldn’t get off. | backtracked. Well,
yes, personally | would still like to try and, no,
| wasn’t simply a mercenary chasing the possibili-
ty of a tick; especially as I'd seen all the potential
rarities elsewhere before. The probing continued.
‘The fundamental problem,’ | said sharply, buck-
ling under the strain of having to justify my recent
lack of seafaring, ‘is that nobody is prepared to
organise trips these days. Doing that ain’t easy.
Time was when we used to go out of Cork on a
leaky boat with a drunken skipper. It was down-
right dangerous. The guy would spend most of
the day sleeping off a hangover on the high seas
and leave steering the boat and plotting a course
to an overcrowded bunch of birding nerds with
one lifejacket between twenty. It was like putting
Saint Trinian’s in charge of the Titanic. Been there
and done that but, thank God, I’'m not seventeen
anymore.’

The two witnesses, my younger brother and 10-
year-old son, took their cue. ‘Come on dad. Don’t
be such a big wimp. You could sort out a boat for
us.” They could see it all. The quick phone-call to
a bird tour company to order up an air-condition-
ed cruiser, the calm aquamarine sea, masses of
shearwaters endlessly circling the ship and an
onboard McDonald’s serving Happy Meals around
the clock. Martin had been dealt an ace. He'd
managed to get my heir and next-of-kin on his
side. | said, ‘What do you think | am — crazy?
I may have had a screw or two loose in my day
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but at the moment everything is just about bolted
together and that’s the way | intend to keep it. Get
lost.” This was my way of adding drama to the trip
for Martin had inadvertently rekindled an old idea.
Why not try a voyage off north-western Ireland,
close to home, instead of travelling down to the
more bird-rich seas in the South-west Approaches?
The logistics would be a lot easier provided, of
course, someone could be found to take us out.
That hurdle is often insurmountable. You need to
locate a boatman who doesn’t know you from
Adam and yet persuade him to transport a herd of
landlubbers over the heaving horizon on a ven-
ture without, among other things, any form of in-
surance. Luckily this is a situation in which money
talks, the limiting factor being how much a cartel
of like-minded birdwatchers is prepared to pay.

Alas, it's not possible to haggle over prices
when no vessels are available for hire. | phoned
the fish processors at Burtonport, the preferred
point of departure, and got the grim news that all
their trawlers had been mothballed. Economics
favoured the battleship-sized hulks operating out
of Killybegs. Unless | wanted to contact Neil
Gallagher, a local who did inshore angling char-
ters? Forget it. | tried Killybegs. There, at the fish-
ing cooperative, | talked to The Man Who Knows
Everything. Before | had even finished speaking,
this gargoyle told me that trawler crews had bet-
ter things to do with their week-ends than take a
crowd of nancy-boys out birdwatching; if we
wanted to see ‘seagulls’ there were plenty flying
around Killybegs harbour, plus we would never
have enough cash to cover the fuel for an hour’s
steaming, let alone an entire day. How do you
deal with animosity on that level? Quite simple.
| said, ‘Thanks for the advice. It looks like the
people | really need to speak to are the Dutch
who seem to be the only fishermen brave enough
to operate on the edge of Ireland’s continental
shelf. Oh, and by the way, we have lottery fund-
ing for the trip so this time there would’ve been
more money to be made from birdwatching than
fishing.” Click.

In desperation | rang Neil Gallagher. What kind
of charters did he do? He specialised in shark
fishing, would happily travel 30 miles or more
offshore, had a boat that went like a Messer-
schmitt and even supplied chum. Bingo! But he
was busy. In fact, so busy that there was just one
possible date when he could go and that depend-

[Dutch Birding 22: 292-293, 2000]
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FIGURE 1 Fea’s Petrel Pterodroma feae, at 55:27 N, 9:16 W, 59 km west of Donegal, Ireland, 18 August 2000
(David Quinn)

ed on the weather. In reality, it depended more on
his wife. She was to be the final arbiter for, while
he is at sea, she listens to the upcoming marine
forecasts and would give me the all-important yes
or no. Well, no harm to Mrs Gallagher, but | reck-
on the only forecast she pays any attention to is
for her star sign in women’s magazines. The un-
certainty of the woman nearly drove me to
Valium. My own wife, who reads this stuff in draft
to keep me out of court, says my comments are
‘Just like a man,” and points out that, in truth, Mrs
Gallagher was concerned because | was propos-
ing to take our young son into the bowels of the
North Atlantic (you know what women are like).

Mother of pelagics

All worries came to an abrupt end when, out of
nowhere, a miraculous ridge of high pressure de-
scended on our date. Someone had blessed us. At
the quayside the astonishing happenings contin