Occurrence of Riippell’s Griffon

Vulture in Europe

Ricard Gutiérrez

fter the first in 1992, ¢ 23 Rippell’s Griffon

Vultures Gyps rueppellii were recorded in
Portugal and Spain by the end of the 20th centu-
ry. The occurrence of this species outside Africa
was initially considered doubtful (De Juana et al
1994, 1999) as it is regarded as non-migratory
with only marked dispersive or foraging move-
ments within the Afrotropics (Cramp & Simmons
1979, Brown et al 1982, Mundy et al 1992,
Ferguson-Lees et al 2001). For a rarity, this seem-
ed compatible with an escape rather than a long-
distance vagrant. However, the species is a good
flyer, with notable gliding capacities, and it
undertakes north-south movements during the
dry season in western Africa; a number of extra-
limital records are known both north and south
of its breeding range, as far as South Africa

(Brown et al 1982, Goodman & Meininger 1989,
Mundy et al 1992, Bergier et al 2000, De Juana
& Camina 2001, Ferguson-Lees et al 2001).

To shed more light on the hypothesis of
genuine vagrancy in Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture, it
is of interest to analyse its occurrence in Iberia
and northern Africa. Since most observations of
Ruppell’s Griffon indicated an association with
Eurasian Griffon Vultures G fulvus, distribution
and movement patterns of the latter are also
taken into account.

Methods

All records of Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture from
Portugal and Spain published in Ardeola and
Pardela were analyzed. Descriptions of Spanish
sightings were examined, and the age was taken

326 Riippell’s Griffon Vulture / Rippells Gier Gyps rueppellii, with Eurasian Griffon Vultures / Vale Gieren
G fulvus, Matasgordas, Donana National Park, Huelva, Spain, 21 October 1992 (Héctor Garrido)
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FIGURE 1 Locations of Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture / Rtp-
pells Gieren Gyps rueppellii records in Spain (dots) and
breeding distribution of Eurasian Griffon Vulture G ful-
vus in 1999 (after Del Moral & Marti 2001). Area of
Cadiz-Straits of Gibraltar holds six of 12 records. Note
that Rippell’s Griffon record locations are from breed-
ing areas of Eurasian Griffon with the exception of the
Donana 1992 bird. North-eastern Spain has large
Eurasian Griffon colonies but no Rippell’s Griffon
records.

from the rarities committee’s reports or, where
possible, by studying the documentation. Loca-
tions were geo-referenced and plotted on a digi-
tal map. Movements of Eurasian Griffon Vultures
were studied by: 7 analysis of ringing recoveries
of Spanish birds in Africa that were geo-refer-
enced and plotted on a map, and 2 analysis of
data from migration counts at the Straits of
Gibraltar. Maps were plotted using Miramon
Geographical Information System. The status of
both wvultures in Africa was established by
researching the relevant literature and by
contacting active researchers (see Acknowledge-
ments).

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture in Portugal and Spain

Table 1 summarizes all records of Rippell’s
Griffon Vulture in Portugal and Spain up to 2001
(Helder Costa in litt, Eduardo De Juana in litt).
Besides, an additional record from 2003 already
circulated and accepted by the Spanish rarities
committee (CR/SEO) is included. The CR/SEO
accepted at least 19 different individuals in Spain
from May 1992 until 2001 (De Juana et al 1994,
1999, 2001, 2002). Since then, more reports fol-
lowed; one in 2002 is currently under considera-
tion by the CR/SEO. The record from 2003 has
already been accepted thanks to a new and faster
system of online circulations within the commit-
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tee. In Portugal, there are four records accepted
by the Portuguese rarities committee (SPEA),
involving four or five birds. The first was an
immature captured in Portalegre on 20 August
1993 and the others were all in Castelo Branco
in June 1998 and February and August 1999
(Costa et al 2003); a claim in October 2001 is
still under consideration (Helder Costa in litt).
Regrettably, there are other reports from this
period but they have never been submitted to
either rarities committee. These include a ringed
bird released in Portugal from a recovery centre
on 27 August 1998 and subsequently seen in
Huelva, Spain, on 7 April 2000, as well as a pos-
sible breeding attempt at the Spanish-Portuguese
border (Montero 1999, De Juana & Camiia
2001, Del Moral & Marti 2001; C Pacheco in
litt). These unchecked reports have not been
taken into account in the analyses, following the
CR/SEO and Association of European Rarities
Committees (AERC) policy (eg, Conzemius
1996).

In spite of the fact that the area where
Ruppell’s Griffon Vultures in Europe were seen
covers 75 512 km2, most have been recorded in
the Cadiz and Straits of Gibraltar area. All of
these occurred in areas where Eurasian Griffon
Vulture is breeding (figure 1). Despite the high
number of observers, reports from northern Spain
have been exceptional and the furthest from the
Gibraltar area was 630 km away in a straight
flight line north (at Montejo, Segovia, in 1994, a
site where some new reports from 2002 and
2003 have recently been submitted; cf figure 1).

Rippell’s Griffon Vultures have been seen
since 1992, and annually since 1997. There are
records from all months except April (table 1).
Most sightings are from autumn but there have
been some wintering individuals as well. All age
classes have been recorded although most birds
were immatures or juveniles, supporting the
hypothesis of genuine vagrancy (since vagrancy
in raptors rarely involves adults). The number of
records around the Straits of Gibraltar in autumn
is explained by the intensive migration-moni-
toring MIGRES programme from SEO/Birdlife
(SEO/Birdlife et al 1999) studying the migration
of soaring birds over the Straits. Here, Ruppell’s
Griffons have been seen in association with
Eurasian Griffon Vultures migrating to Africa.
Interestingly, the record on 26 May 2003 involv-
ed an immature bird seen coming from the sea
into the Los Lances beach. This third-calendar
bird was wandering for two days around the
Straits area and was taken into care because of
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TABLE 1 Records of Riippell’s Griffon Vulture / Ruppells Gier Gyps rueppellii in Europe

Date(s)

Locality

Number and age

Observer(s) and documentation

Portugal (n=4, 4-5 birds)

20 August 1993

18 February 1999

Portalegre, Ribeira de Nisa

Castelo Branco,
Tejo Internacional

1, probably
second-year

1, adult, possibly 2

M Pimenta; captured,
photographed

C Pacheco, P Monteiro, G Rosa,
D Lourenco, | Navarro;

photographed
5 June 1999 Castelo Branco, Cabecoda 1, immature C Pacheco, P Monteiro;
Pinhelva,Tejo Internacional photographed
14 August 1999 Castelo Branco, Portas de 1, adult H Costa; photographed
Rodao, Rédao
Spain (n=12, at least 20 birds)
26 May & 11 June 1992 Céceres, Santiago de 1, adult J Hernandez, ) Otano (26 May);

21-22 October 1992

3 July 1994

25 August to

10 December 1997

6 September to
15 October 1998

8 January 2000

18 March 2000
28 May 2000

14 October 2000
4 November 2000

4 October 2001

(probably between 28
September and 7 October)

28 May to at least
4 September 2003

Alcéantara, Cedillo reservoir

Huelva, Donana National
Park, Matasgordas

Segovia, Montejo de la Vega
de la Serrezuela

Cadiz, Straits of Gibraltar
area, Tarifa-Algeciras

Cadiz, Straits of Gibraltar
area, Tarifa- Algeciras

Ciudad Real, Valle de
Alcudia, Almodoévar del
Campo

Céadiz, Alcala de los Gazules,
Tajo de Sancho

Badajoz, Oliva de Mérida,
Utrera range.

Cadiz, Algeciras, El Algarrobo
bird observatory

Madrid, Santa Maria de la
Alameda

Tarifa, Cadiz

Cadiz, Straits of Gibraltar
area, Tarifa- Algeciras

1, probably sub-
adult

1, immature

at least 3,
all immatures

at least 5,
2 subadults
and 3 immatures

1, immature
1, immature
1, immature
1, immature
1, immature
at least 3,
immatures
1, immature

photographed, and V M Pizarro
et al (11 June); there could be pre-
vious sightings of a (this?) bird in
nearby Sierra de San Pedro,
Valencia de Alcantara, on 7 April
1990, 10 December 1990,

3 February 1991 and 8 April 1992
(V M Pizarro)

H Garrido, M Manez, R Cadenas,
A Gardiazabal et al; photographed

F Balsells, F ) Fernandez;
videoed

G Doval, ] C Lorenzo, R Vaquero,
J L Vélez (three together on

9 November); 10 observations

of singles between 25 August
and 10 December

10 sightings of different birds;
G Doval (6 September), and
G Doval, M Lopez Parra

(15 October)

R Palomo Santana, J ) Torres
Torres; photographed

J J Ceballos Benito; photographed

L Salguero Baez
D Gonzélez Ortega, A de la Cruz
J M Traverso

] Castilla, ) E Navarro et al;
photographed (Birding World 14:
458, 2001, Dutch Birding 23: 358,
plate 398, 2001

S Solis, C Serrano, P Montoya et
al; taken into care and
released; photographed
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327 Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture / Ruppells Gier Gyps rueppellii, immature (front centre), with Eurasian Griffon
Vultures / Vale Gieren G fulvus, Tarifa, Cadiz, Spain, 4 October 2001 (Javier E Navarro)

its bad condition and brought to the Jérez Zoo on
28 May. It showed no signs of having been in
captivity. It was marked with a radio-transmitter
and PVC ring (plate 329) and released into the
wild on 10 July 2003; it remained in the Cadiz
area at least until early September 2003. This is
the first proven case of a Ruppells Vulture appa-
rently coming from Africa in a direct flight in an
otherwise well covered area by local ornitholo-

gists, at least in the last two years.

The mentioned pattern of observations and the
low density of observers in most of southern
Spain may indicate that the species is being over-
looked in some areas, particularly in the south-
west where it may be present in small numbers.

Outside Portugal and Spain, there is a record
of a bird shot at Isola Capo Rizzuto, Calabria,
Italy, in October 2002, which is regarded as a

TABLE 2 Ringing recoveries of Spanish Eurasian Griffon Vultures / Vale Gieren Gyps fulvus within breeding range of
Rippell’s Griffon Vulture G rueppellii, with ringing date, recovery date, number of days between both dates and
distance involved

Ring Age Ringing date  Coordinates Recovery date Coordinates Days Distance

Senegal 1 AB1632  Juvenile 16 June 1979 36:29 N, 12 January 1980 12:40 N, 210 2867 km
05:43 W 16:45 W

Senegal 2 C0000453 Juvenile 8 June 1982 36:28 N, 8 February 1983  14:20 N, 245 2682 km
05:44 W 16:30 W

Senegal 3 C0004101 Juvenile 29 June 1986  36:11 N, 29 January 1987 15:27 N, 245 2531 km
05:30 W 16:50 W

Senegal 4 1103321 Juvenile 7 August 1997 42:26 N, 17 August 1999 14:51 N, 740 3325 km
02:25 W 15:54 W

Gambia 1 C0006072 Juvenile 20 June 1991  42:21 N, 12 March 1992 13:28 N, 266 3556 km
00:44 W 16:39 W
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probable escape (Ruggieri & Sighele 2002). A
ringed bird (nicknamed ‘Foster’) in Norfolk and
Suffolk, England, in June 2001 was an escape
from Banham Zoo (photograph in Birding World
14: 232, 2001). An adult on 19 October 2001 at
Dadia reserve, north-eastern Greece, proved to
be an escape, as it carried falconer’s harnesses
on both tarsi (R Boegel, S Theodora and S Xirou-
chakis per Javier Elorriaga in litt). A bird reported
at Hiddensee, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Ger-
many, on at least 10-11 September 2003 was
seen in Denmark earlier and is also regarded as
an escape (Ethelberg et al 2003).

Movements and association with Eurasian
Griffon Vulture
Spain holds more than 80% of the European
population of Eurasian Griffon Vulture (Hage-
meijer & Blair 1997, Heath et al 2000). The spe-
cies undertakes dispersive and migratory move-
ments (eg, Bernis 1983, Berthold et al 1991, Diaz
et al 1996). Although European large vultures
have been claimed to be reluctant to cross wide
water bodies (eg, Vinicombe 1994), it is well
known for Eurasian Griffons to cross the Straits of
Gibraltar and there is even a recent recovery in
Mali of a Eurasian Black Vulture Aegypius mona-
chus ringed in Spain (Cantos & Goémez-Man-
zaneque 1996, SEO/Birdlife et al 1999, 2001).
Amongst the 297 279 soaring birds of 25 differ-
ent species recorded to cross the Straits of
Gibraltar during the MIGRES programme in 1998,

328 Riippell’s Griffon Vulture / Rippells Gier Gyps

rueppellii, immature, Zoo de Jerez, Cadiz, Spain, June

2003 (Miguel Angel Quevedo/Zoo Jérez). This bird was

brought to the recovery center and involves the most

recent Spanish record and the first bird seen coming in
from the sea in the Straits of Gibraltar.

Occurrence of Riippell’s Griffon Vulture in Europe

FIGURE 2 Recoveries in Africa of Eurasian Griffon

Vulture / Vale Gier Gyps fulvus ringed as chick in

Spain. Those from Senegal and The Gambia are from

within breeding range of Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture

G rueppellii (after Ferguson-Lees et al 2001 and data
from Oficina Nacional de Anillamiento).

there were 1633 Eurasian Griffon Vultures.
Besides, there were 28 312 Eurasian Griffon
(6263 flying south towards Africa) and 27
Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture sightings in the same
area that were not seen to actually cross the Straits

329 Riuppell’s Griffon Vulture / Rippells Gier Gyps
rueppellii, immature, Tarifa, Cadiz, Spain, July 2003
(Paco Montoya/COCN). Once released from Jérez Zoo
(cf plate 328), ‘rupito’, as it was called, remained
around Tarifa until at least September 2003.
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330-331 Riippell’s Griffon Vultures / Riippells Gieren Gyps rueppellii, Kenya, August 1987 (Xavier Parellada). Note
paler and more defined edges of wing-coverts in adults in comparison with similar-aged birds from Senegal
(and Spain).
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G africanus and Eurasian Griffon Vultures / Vale Gieren G fulvus, between Diourbel and Kaolack, Senegal,
14 February 1999 (David Bigas). Wintering Eurasian Griffon Vultures share wintering grounds with Riippell’s
Griffon Vultures.

(SEO/Birdlife et al 1999). In 1999, the numbers of
Eurasian Griffons actually crossing increased to
2649 and, in 2000, there were 4816 confirmed to
take off for the African side of the Straits (SEQ/
Birdlife et al 2001). The autumn migration of
Eurasian Griffons lasts from October to Novem-
ber, mainly during the third and fourth weeks of
October, and this passage is more obvious than
the spring one (Finlayson 1992, SEO/Birdlife et al
1999). The northward movement of Eurasian
Griffons across the Straits has been much less
documented than the southward passage, in com-
mon with that of other soaring birds, because
coordinated counts along the entire length of the
Straits have largely been confined to the south-
ward passage period. Nevertheless, observations
from Gibraltar itself, which have been made every
year since 1964 (in addition to numerous earlier
records) have established the following (Ernest
Garcia in litt): 7 Eurasian Griffons only appear at
Gibraltar during westerly winds, a situation which
applies to other soaring birds as well; 2 the prin-
cipal passage is quite late, concentrated in May

and continuing into June. A few birds appear as
early as February and there are occasional sight-
ings throughout March and April. The main move-
ment in May involves flocks of up to 50 birds,
occasionally more but never as many as in
autumn (when the record ‘flock’ — a continuous
stream of 980 birds — was on 8 November 2001;
they crossed from Gibraltar towards Tarifa and
may not have crossed the Straits itself); 3 total
numbers have increased significantly during the
1990s and until the present day, both in spring in
autumn, reflecting the real increase in the Spanish
population (Ernest Garcia in litt).

In Africa, Eurasian Griffon Vultures turn up in
the west of the distribution range of Ruppell’s
Griffon Vulture from late October to early May,
with the highest frequency from January to
March. There are at least 20 recoveries in Africa
of Eurasian Griffons ringed in Spain (figure 2):
four from Algeria, two from Ceuta (Spanish terri-
tory on the Moroccan coast), eight from Moroc-
co, one from The Gambia, four from Senegal and
one from Tunisia (Oficina de Anillamiento
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(MMA) in litt)). The five in Senegambia involved
juvenile birds clearly within the breeding range
of Ruppell’s Griffon (Ferguson-Lees et al 2001)
and being just in the period when the latter is at
its most numerous in the area (Barlow et al 1997)
(table 2). African ringing recoveries started in
1980 according to official records handled by
Oficina de Anillamiento (in litt) — not 1977 as
stated in Barlow et al (1997) and also Morel &
Morel (1990), both giving Cadiz, Spain, as the
origin of the bird recovered in Dakar in Decem-
ber 1977 — well before the first sighting of
Rippell’s Griffon in Europe, and show no clear
trend, with about one per year.

Status of Riippell’s Griffon Vulture and Eurasian
Griffon Vulture in Africa

To see if there has been any significant increase
or change in behaviour in Ruppell’s Griffon
Vulture that could help understanding the recent
European sightings, its status in most of its breed-
ing range is presented here. When possible, the
status of Eurasian Griffon Vulture has also been
dealt with to see how abundant it is and if it has
experienced any changes that could support the
theory of Eurasian Griffons being joined by
Ruppell’s Griffons on their way back to Europe.
Special attention has been paid to the eastern
Mediterranean, namely Egypt and the Middle
East, to see why Riippell’s Griffons have not (yet)
reached Greece, where there has only been a
record of a proven escape (see above), or other
eastern European countries.

There are two subspecies of Rippell’s Griffon
Vulture: G r rueppellii from western Africa to
Sudan and western Ethiopia and G r erlangeri
from north-eastern Africa (Ethiopia to Somalia).
Eastern populations are supposedly more numer-
ous than western ones: of a world population of
11 000 pairs (30 000 individuals) estimated by
Mundy et al (1992), only ¢ 2000 breed in west-
ern African countries. The northern limits in
western Africa and Sudan generally seem to fol-
low the 100-mm rain isohyet, not entering the
desert areas, which coincides with the northern
limit of the Sahel zone, at ¢ 17-18°N. The sub-
species differ in size and pattern of the upper-
parts-coverts: the covert pattern in Senegal birds
differs from that in eastern African birds (eg, in
Kenya and Tanzania), by being more creamy
coloured and not so neatly patterned as in birds
in Kenya. Interestingly, all Ruppell’s Griffons
photographed in Spain show a covert pattern
similar to the Senegal birds and quite different
from the pattern in eastern African birds.
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G r rueppellii
Northern Africa within the Western Palearctic

Morocco

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

Accidental visitor with up to 30 reports (Bergier 2000).
Thévenot et al (2003) only mention sightings for the
south-west area of ‘West Sahara’ near the Mauritanian
border, on the Cap Blanc peninsula: a flock of 43
immatures from 31 July to 15 August 1978, and a sin-
gle adult from 17 January to 6 February 1979, on 27
November 1981 and on 3 February 1983.

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, and rare resi-
dent. Critically endangered as a breeding species or
possibly extinct (Thevenot et al 2003).

Algeria

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture
No records (Brown et al 1982, Mundy et al 1992,
Isenmann & Moali 2000).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture
Small breeding population in the northeast (Brown et al
1982).

Tunisia

Rippell’s Griffon Vulture
No records (Brown et al 1982, Mundy et al 1992).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture
Small breeding population in the northwest (Brown et
al 1982).

Libya

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture
Not mentioned by Bundy (1976).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

Accidental; five records from the first half of the 20th
century, ranging from January to summer (Bundy
1976).

Egypt

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

Vagrant or irregular passage visitor in the Nile valley
and Eastern Desert (Hollom et al 1988, Meininger
1995). According to Meinertzhagen, it was a straggler
to Egypt as far north as Giza but possibly not for many
years now (Mundy et al 1992). It is an irregular visitor
from sub-Saharan breeding areas and the subspecies is
believed to be G r rueppellii. There are at least nine
published records: several immatures near Cairo in
1857; pairs collected in Giza Desert before 1895 and
at Giza on 29 August 1901 (the latter housed in Giza
z00); single birds at Aswan (before 1930) and near
Quseir in February 1928; one at Safaga on 24 April
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G africanus, between Diourbel and Kaolack, Senegal, 14 February 1999 (David Bigas). Compare shape and colour
of upperwing-coverts edges with those of Spanish birds and Riippells Griffon Vultures from Kenya in plate 331.

1933; a bird in a mixed flock of Eurasian Griffon
Vultures and Lappet-faced Vultures Torgos tracheliotos
at Suez on 29 March 1962; one on 15 April 1965 at
Ain Sukhna; and one on 27 March 1983 at Gebel Elba.
There are a few additional unconfirmed observations
from southern Sinai before 1974 and in 1980 (Good-
man & Meininger 1989, Meininger 1995). Besides,
there is a specimen collected by Parzudaky in Egypt in
the collection of KBIN, Brussels, Belgium, since 21
April 1859, with collection number KBIN 2162-5915
(Gunter De Smet in litt).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

Meinertzhagen noted in 1930 that this species had
been observed in Wadi Natroun, Dakhla and Kharga
(cf Goodman et al 1986). However, the basis for these
records has not been stated and Goodman et al (1986)
do no quote recent records for the Western Desert. It is
a former breeder in the Nile valley and a former scarce
passage and winter visitor. There has been no definitive
breeding since 1900 and it is now only irregular in
winter with, eg, two on 2 December 1992 at Luxor
(Meininger 1995).

Northern Africa (mostly) outside the Western
Palearctic

Mauritania

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

Rarely reaches 18°N in the Nouakchott area but gener-
ally resident in the south, and south of the 100-mm
isohyet (Mundy et al 1992). Its northernmost limit in
Mauritania is Akjouit, 20°N (Mundy et al 1992).
Vagrant at Nouadhibou at 21°N, with at least two
records at the ‘West Sahara’ border which are also list-
ed for Morocco by Thevenot et al (2003): a flock of 43
in July-August 1978 and an adult in January-February
1979, apparently all dying of starvation (Ferguson-Lees
etal 2001).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture
Winter visitor, recorded since 1966 between November
and March (Mundy et al 1992, Dekeyser & Derivot 1966).

Senegal

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

Numbers have strongly increased during the 20th cen-
tury. In the 1920s, the species was little known in west-
ern Africa but, by then, some specimens had already
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been collected in Senegal (Bates 1930). Bannerman
(1930) confirms the species to be present in Senegal
and The Gambia, ‘where it is very rare in comparison
with the Hooded Necrosyrtes monachus and the
African White-backed Vultures G africanus but accord-
ing to Dr. Maclaud it occurs throughout the mountain-
ous region of Futa — Jalon’. Bannerman adds: 'We
know nothing of its breeding habits in West Africa. Mr.
Lowe shot a male at Saba (Gambia) on the 12th of
January 1929, with testes somewhat enlarged, and both
old and young at Dakar in June 1920, which points to
the birds nesting somewhere in the Senegambian area.
No trace of a nest was discovered, however’. In the
1960s, little was known on the species in the area (eg,
Dekeyser & Derivot 1966) and it was listed as present
from November to January with just a few western
African records, only being suspected of breeding in
Sokoto province, Nigeria (Mackworth-Praed & Grant
1970). From 1977 to 1984, it was still scarce in
Senegal, with six records and 11 birds in December-
January from Senegal delta and the National Parks des
Oiseaux du Djoud, Delta du Saloum and Niokolo-
Koba, the largest flock involving six birds on 21
February 1984 (Morel & Morel 1990). More recently,
however, it is regarded as widespread throughout most
of Senegal, less so in the south (Barlow et al 1997). It
was the commonest vulture in February 1999 in
Senegal, eg, near Kaolack, associating with both
Eurasian Griffon Vulture and African White-backed
Vulture (David Bigas pers comm).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

It was reported since the 1970s (Barlow et al 1997) but
listed as present in non-breeding season at least since
the 1960s (Mackworth-Praed & Grant 1970). Banner-
man (1953) omits the species as it had only occurred
once in this area and without a certain locality.
Dekeyser & Derivot (1966) list the species as present in
Chad, Mauritania and Senegal, so first records occurred
around the first half of the 1960s. The largest flock
recently reported concerned 16 on a carcass with 50
Ruppell’s Griffon Vultures and ¢ 25 African White-bac-
ked Vultures at Gossas, Senegal (14:30 N, 16:05 W) on
14 February 1999 (David Bigas pers comm).

The Gambia

Rippell’s Griffon Vulture

Resident and more common than other Gambian vul-
tures before 1990 (Morel & Morel 1990). It breeds from
December to March; Morel & Morel (1990) mention
eight nests, all in trees among African White-backed
Vultures nests, and not on cliffs. It is frequent and most
numerous in December-January. Numbers are reduced
in the wet season in years of heavy rain (Barlow et al
1997).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

First recorded in 1991. Uncommon Palearctic migrant
with all records from late October to early May, most
frequent in January-March (Barlow et al 1997).
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Niger

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

Breeder, with the northernmost colonies located at
19°N at Air Massif, Sahara (Mundy et al 1992, Mundy
2000, Ferguson-Lees et al 2001). Cheke et al (1985)
mention (only) seven records (involving 25 individuals)
for 1967-84.

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

No reports known (Cheke et al 1985, Brown et al 1992).

Mali

Rippell’s Griffon Vulture
Breeder, north to the massif of the Adrar des Iforas, at
¢ 20°N (Mundy et al 1992, Christie et al 2001).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture
Winter visitor (Mundy et al 1992).

Chad

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture
Reaches 17°N in the Ennedi massif (Mundy et al 1992).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture
First published report dates from the first half of 1960s
(Dekeyser & Derivot 1966).

Sudan

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

Resident and local migrant, breeding from November
to February. It is widespread and the most common
vulture in the north (Nikolaus 1987). In southern
Sudan, it may also be the commonest vulture (Mundy
etal 1992).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

The species overlaps in distribution with Rippell’s
Griffon Vulture (Mundy et al 1992). It is a migrant and
winter visitor (September-April) but uncommon to rare
and never numerous (Nikolaus 1987).

Ethiopia

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

Resident in the west, south-east and south, where it is
common to locally abundant. It favours various habi-
tats below 3500 m and is uncommon above this altitu-
de. Breeding takes place from November onwards
(Urban & Brown 1971).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture
Uncommon Palearctic migrant in the western high-
lands and the north-east (Urban & Brown 1971).

The status in other African countries further south
where this subspecies breeds or occurs as a visitor
(Democratic Republic of Congo, Ivory Coast, Kenya,
Tanzania and Uganda) is not summarized.
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14 February 1999 (David Bigas). The edges of the coverts are not as white as in birds from East Africa.

Gyps rueppellii erlangeri

East Africa
Ethiopia

Rippell’s Griffon Vulture

Resident in the western and south-eastern highlands,
the north-east and the Rift valley. It is common to local-
ly abundant and breeds from October to December
(Urban & Brown 1971).

Djibouti

Two birds were seen in March 1984. Here, no previous
records of this species existed (Geoff & Hillary Welsh,
in Mundy et al 1992).

Middle East

Saudi Arabia

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture

In the early 1980s, its status was considered unclear; it
was said to have been collected near Kufunda and at
Taif, both in May, and is thus likely to have bred
(Jennings 1981). A sight record given by Meinertzhagen
near al Kharg was not accepted by Jennings (1981).
Later, the species’ status was changed to merely a va-
grant in the south-west (Hollom et al 1988) and even

later it was regarded as doubtfully recorded in south-
western Arabia (Porter et al 1996), due to the uncer-
tainties surrounding the records. Mundy et al (1992)
give no credit to any Saudi Arabian records and state
that Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture does not occur in Saudi
Arabia. Michael Jennings (in litt) commented that there
are no recent records of Riippell’s Griffon from any-
where in Arabia and occasional claims from visiting
birders have never been substantiated. The only speci-
men that can still be studied is the bird collected by
Philby near Taif, which is kept at the British Museum in
Tring, England, but there are doubts on its provenance
since its original label was lost and because of the
involvement of Meinertzhagen with this bird (Knox
1993). A vulture reported as Riippell’s Griffon and col-
lected at Makhshoush along the Red Sea by Halfawi in
May 1944 proved to be a Eurasian Griffon Vulture
(Michael Jennings in litt).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture

Breeding numbers seem to be going down (Mike
Jennings in litt, Peter Symens in litt). There are still
more than 1000 breeding pairs but many traditional
colonies are no longer occupied and in other colonies
numbers have declined compared with previously
published figures (Peter Symens in litt). Small numbers
seem to be regularly crossing the Red Sea (Michael
Jennings in litt).
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Yemen

Rippell’s Griffon Vulture

Status unclear. No recent reports, at least in the last 25
years. Claims by visiting birders could well refer to
Lappet-faced Vulture (Richard Porter in litt).

Eurasian Griffon Vulture
Resident in the west. Considered a regionally threaten-
ed species (Porter et al 1996).

Analysis
From the above data, it is clear that neither
Rippell’s Griffon Vulture nor Eurasian Griffon
Vulture are common in north-easternmost Africa
and the Arabian peninsula, despite the fact that
Rippell’s Griffon populations of Sudan, Ethiopia
and further south are the species’ largest. All in
all, there are only a few reliable extralimital
records of Ruppell’s Griffon from Egypt. Lack of
observers in the area may explain the low num-
ber of sightings. Moreover, unlike the western
Mediterranean, countries in these regions do not
hold important populations of Eurasian Griffon
with which Rippell’s Griffon seems to associate
during migration. Although Eurasian Griffon is
known to undertake some considerable move-
ments in north-eastern Africa and Arabia, even
crossing the Red Sea (Grieve 1996, Bahat et al
2001), numbers are small: from 15 781 raptors
counted on 14 dates between 27 February and 6
May in the three-year period 1992-94, no vul-
tures were reported from Gebel el Zeit, Egypt,
and only 22 at Suez (Grieve 1996). Further north,
Eurasian Griffon is a fairly common resident in
Cyprus, slowly declining in numbers, with one
possible winter influx since 1970 (up to 108
birds being recorded in 1980) and some records
indicative of migration in spring and autumn
(Flint & Stewart 1992). There are, however, no
records of Ruppell’s Griffon for Cyprus. In
Turkey, not much is known about Eurasian
Griffon populations. The estimate in Tucker &
Heath (1994) of 100-1000 pairs seems too opti-
mistic. In two well-known populations in west-
ern Turkey — one at Sutculer and Géksu canyon
(c 15 pairs) and another at central Taurus, divid-
ed in several small colonies (35-50 pairs) — the
population was markedly declining possibly by
poisoning and nest predation by Eurasian Eagle
Owl Bubo bubo (Vaasen 2000). The Greek popu-
lation (400-500 pairs; Tucker & Heath 1994) is
possibly also declining.

In western Africa, the situation is different.
Wintering Eurasian Griffon Vultures from Europe
reached the breeding range of Rippell’s Griffon
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Vultures in Mauritania or Senegal from at least
the 1960s with the first ringing recovery in 1980
(preceded by an unchecked report in 1977). The
western African Rippell’s Griffon has shown a
population spread and increase. The use of trees
instead of cliffs to nest may have played a role in
its success, according to some authors (eg, Morel
& Morel 1990, Jensen & Kirkeby 1980) but that
has been questioned by others (Mundy et al
1992). There are few sightings of Ruppell’s
Griffon in Mauritania and Morocco but, again, a
lack of observers may mask true numbers. All
these data indicate that Ruppell’s Griffon in
Iberia probably originate from Senegal or neigh-
bouring countries.

Why did Riippell’s Griffon Vultures reach
Europe only since 1992?

A number of factors in the Iberian peninsula may
have contributed to the increasing number of
Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture sightings in the last
decade. First, the dramatic increase of the
Eurasian Griffon Vulture population in Spain in
the last 15 years may have played a significant
role assuming that Ruppell’s Griffon join their
flocks on migration. Another factor is the in-
crease in observers’ coverage.

There have been three breeding censuses of
Eurasian Griffon Vulture in Spain, in 1979, 1989
and 1999 (Sociedad Espaiiola de Ornitologia
1981, Arroyo et al 1990, Del Moral & Marti
2001). The species had experienced a decrease
until ¢ 1970 but then started to recover (Donazar
1997). In 1979, the breeding population was
estimated at ¢ 2283-3240 pairs. Between 1979
and 1989, the population increased by 135%
and reached 7529-8074 breeding pairs. In 1999,
17 337-18 070 breeding pairs were counted,
meaning an increase of 130% between the
second and third census and a 506% increase
between the 1979 and 1999 counts (Arroyo et al
1990, Del Moral & Marti 2001, Marti 2003).

The two main migration routes of Eurasian
Griffon Vulture over Africa to Spain join at the
Straits of Gibraltar area, Cadiz (Garrido et al
2001). In 1989, Cadiz was also the province that
held the highest number of Eurasian Griffons
with 2000-2500 individuals (Arroyo et al 1990).
In 1999, the Cadiz population had increased
again reaching 1928 estimated breeding pairs
(8.2% of the Spanish total), which could repre-
sent 5980 birds (Del Moral & Marti 2001). The
highest number of Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture
sightings for Spain has occurred in Cadiz as well
(table 1).



The number of birders visiting or resident in
Spain has increased considerably in the past 20
years, as have their abilities, knowledge and
quality of equipment. Many were involved in the
re-establishment of standardized monitoring
schemes along the Straits of Gibraltar (SEO/
Birdlife et al 1999, 2001). The MIGRES program-
me for the study of migration at the Straits of
Gibraltar has been undertaken on a daily basis
since 1997, registering any bird crossing to
Africa. Sightings of Ruppell’s Griffon Vultures
from 1997, 1998 and 2000 (table 1) plus others
still under consideration have been obtained
thanks to this project. Other, older data were
obtained either from sporadic sightings or from
well-watched sites such as the raptor refuge of
Montejo de la Vega, Segovia. If we add to this
that southern Spain, where Rippell’s Griffons
should turn up first after crossing from Africa,
holds comparatively few birders and is under-
watched, we may assume that a substantial num-
ber of Ruppell’s Griffons is missed. Interestingly,
campaigns similar to nowadays MIGRES were
carried out at the Straits of Gibraltar in the 1970s
with an observer’s coverage similar to the current
monitoring scheme. There were partial counts in
1972-73 and complete surveys in 1974-77 with
again a partial monitoring in 1978. Nevertheless,
there was not a single claim of Riippell’s Griffon
Vulture in those campaigns and maximum
counts of migrant Eurasian Griffon Vultures
peaked at only 599 in the autumn of 1971 and
734 in the autumn of 1976 (Bernis 1980).

In conclusion, Eurasian Griffon Vultures of the
recently increased Spanish population reach the
wintering areas in western Africa in higher num-
bers than before and they occur here together
with Rippell’s Griffon Vultures which showed an
increase as well. It seems likely that, on their
way back to Spain, Eurasian Griffons are some-
times joined by Ruppell’s Griffons and that espe-
cially dispersive immatures may keep going all
the way. Due to its large Eurasian Griffon popula-
tions, its geography and the way soaring birds
migrate, there is no other European country a
more likely place for this species to turn up as a
vagrant than Spain. Because of this, Rippell’s
Griffon Vulture has been included in ‘Category A’
(cf AERC 2000) of the Portuguese, Spanish and
European lists.
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Samenvatting
VOORKOMEN VAN RUPPELLS GIER IN EUROPA  Sinds 1992
zijn in Zuid-Europa diverse waarnemingen bekend van
Rippells Gieren Gyps rueppellii, een broedvogel uit
Afrika. Het gaat tot en met de zomer van 2003 om 12
gevallen in Spanje (van ten minste 20 vogels) en vier
gevallen in Portugal (van vier tot vijf vogels). Sinds het
eind van de jaren 1990 nam het aantal waarnemingen
toe. In dit artikel wordt een overzicht gegeven van
deze gevallen (tabel 1, figuur 1). Buiten Portugal en
Spanje zijn in Europa alleen vogels vastgesteld waar-
van wordt aangenomen dat ze uit gevangenschap
afkomstig zijn (Griekenland en Italié). Vogels van het
Iberisch Schiereiland worden echter beschouwd als
wilde exemplaren die vanuit West-Afrika met Vale
Gieren G fulvus mee naar het noorden zijn getrokken.
In het artikel wordt de status van beide soorten bespro-
ken in de noordelijke helft van Afrika en het Midden-
Oosten, zowel binnen het West-Palearctische gebied
(van west naar oost: Marokko, Algerije, Tunesié, Libig,
Egypte) als daarbuiten (van west naar oost: Mauretanié,
Senegal, Gambia, Niger, Mali, Tsjaad, Soedan,
Ethiopi€, Djiboeti, Saoedi-Arabié en Yemen). Daarnaast
wordt ingegaan op waarnemingen buiten de reguliere
gebieden. Deze waarnemingen hebben onder andere
betrekking op terugmeldingen in Afrika van Vale
Gieren die in Spanje zijn geringd (figuur 2), waaronder
vijf binnen de broedgebieden van Riippells Gier (tabel
2). In Afrika komen twee ondersoorten van Rippells
Gier voor: G r rueppellii in het noorden en westen,
oostelijk tot Ethiopi€, en G r erlangeri in Ethiopié en
Djiboeti en sporadisch in het Midden-Oosten. De
vogels op het Iberisch Schiereiland vertoonden ken-
merken van de westelijke ondersoort.

De sterke toename in de afgelopen 15 jaren van het
aantal Vale Gieren op het Iberisch Schiereiland — 80%
van de Europese broedpopulatie — en daarmee van het
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aantal dat in de herfst over de Straat van Gibraltar de
oversteek maakt om in West-Afrika te overwinteren
heeft de kans vergroot dat een Riippells Gier ‘op sleep-
touw’ wordt genomen. Deze aanname wordt versterkt
door het feit dat Rippells Gier in dezelfde jaren even-
eens in aantal is toegenomen en in Spanje samen met
Vale Gieren voorkomen. Met deze informatie wordt
aannemelijk gemaakt dat wilde Rippells Gieren —
meest waarschijnlijk uit Senegal en buurlanden — in
staat zijn met Vale Gieren vanuit Afrika naar Zuid-
Europa te vliegen. In Portugal en Spanje is de soort
daarom opgenomen in categorie A van de respectieve-
lijke nationale avifaunistische lijsten.
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Broedgeval van Grauwe Fitis
op Schiermonnikoog in mei-juli 2003

Enno B Ebels

p 31 mei 2003 ontdekte Daniél Beukers tij-

dens een excursie van de Vogelwerkgroep
Culemborg een zingende Grauwe Fitis Phyllo-
scopus trochiloides op Schiermonnikoog, Fries-
land. De vogel bevond zich in tuinen aan de
oostkant van het dorp, langs de straten 't Kanaal,
Zevenhuizen en van Westerholtlaan. De volgen-
de dagen werd de vogel hier regelmatig gemeld.
In de avond van 5 juni meenden Arnold Meijer
en André van der Plas langs de van Wester-
holtlaan twee roepende vogels te horen. De vol-
gende ochtend bleek er inderdaad zowel een
zingend als een roepend exemplaar aanwezig.
Arjan van Egmond, Marc Guyt en Casper Zuy-
derduyn arriveerden die dag op het eiland en
konden s middags beide vogels samen waarne-
men in een kale boom. In de daaropvolgende
dagen werden regelmatig twee exemplaren
gezien; ook werd een tweede zingende vogel
gemeld. De twee tot drie vogels bevonden zich
in de lange strook tuinen tussen de Noorder-
streek en de Langestreek om de Noord, westelijk
tot aan de Badweg en oostelijk tot aan de tuinen
aan de oostzijde van de van Westerholtlaan. Op
8 juni bezocht ik het eiland samen met Max
Berlijn, Bert de Bruin en Jan-Allex de Roos en
zagen en hoorden wij tenminste twee Grauwe
Fitissen. Na 11 juni werd het tweede zingende
exemplaar niet meer gemeld (Dutch Birding 25:
279, 2003).

Op 13 juni arriveerde ik 's avonds met vrouw
en kind in ons familiehuis aan de Noorderstreek
10. De volgende twee ochtenden werd ik hier
gewekt door een vanaf c 05:00 luid zingende
Grauwe Fitis in de tuinen aan de overzijde van
de straat. Deze vogel kon uitgebreid op video
worden vastgelegd (cf Dutch Birding 25: 278,
plaat 312, 2003). Op 15 juni werd de zingende
en roepende vogel in de naaldbomen aan de van
Westerholtlaan kortstondig geflankeerd door een
tweede exemplaar dat alleen roepjes liet horen.
De laatste melding in deze periode dateert van
20 juni (Klaas Haas in litt).

Vanaf 19 juli verbleven wij opnieuw in het
familiehuis voor een vakantie van twee weken.
De volgende ochtend zag ik op weg naar het
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strand vlakbij het huis een Phylloscopus foerage-
ren op de hoek van de Noorderstreek en de van
Westerholtlaan. Tot mijn verrassing bleek het
weer om een Grauwe Fitis te gaan. In de vroege
ochtend van 21 juli trof ik verschillende roepen-
de vogels aan, waarbij ten minste twee een kort
tsiep lieten horen, anders dan de bekende twee-
tonige tsjielup-roep. Hierdoor werd mijn ver-
moeden versterkt dat het jonge vogels waren en
dat het hier een broedgeval betrof. Op 22 juli
zag ik drie exemplaren dicht tegen elkaar — keu-
rig op een rij — op een tak in een hoge boom zit-
ten; ik nam aan dat het om jonge vogels ging.
Die ochtend kwam Arnoud van den Berg over
van het vasteland om geluidsopnames te maken.
Naast korte zangstrofes van een adulte vogel en
eenmaal ‘oefenzang’ (‘subsong’) van een juvenie-
le, werden zowel de bekende tweetonige roep
(naar wordt aangenomen van adulte vogels) als
de kortere tsiep-roep (bedelroep van juveniele
vogels) opgenomen. Eenmaal werd gezien hoe
een vogel gevoerd werd. Door deze observaties
was er voldoende zekerheid dat er inderdaad
een broedgeval had plaatsgevonden. Bij het
afspelen van de opgenomen geluiden reageerden
verschillende vogels gelijk en kwamen op het
geluid af. Op 24 juli werden in aanwezigheid
van Aart en Henny Vink vijf exemplaren geteld,
één voor één uit een boomtop vliegend. Dit was
de enige keer dat het hele gezin bij elkaar werd
gezien. Die dag werd ten minste tweemaal voe-
deren van de jongen vastgesteld. Op 26 juli werd
dit nog eenmaal waargenomen. Tot en met 27
juli werden de vogels met regelmaat gezien en
kwamen in totaal ¢ 20 vogelaars van het vaste-
land om dit eerste broedgeval voor Nederland
met eigen ogen en oren te beleven. Op 28 juli
trof ik zelf geen vogels aan; Ardie Noorman (pers
meded) zag die avond echter nog twee vogels
(adulte met jong) in zijn tuin tegenover Noorder-
streek 10. Op 29 juli zagen en hoorden Symen
Deuzeman en ik rond het middaguur nog kort-
stondig één exemplaar aan de van Wester-
holtlaan. Blijkbaar waren de vogels over een gro-
ter gebied aan het uitzwermen en/of vocaal
minder actief. Na 29 juli zijn in het dorp geen

[Dutch Birding 25: 304-311, 2003]
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335 Grauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus
trochiloides, juveniel, Groene Glop, Schiermonnikoog,

Friesland, 29 juli 2003 (Henri Bouwmeester)

vogels meer gezien of gehoord, ondanks dage-
lijkse wandelingen tot en met 2 augustus.

Op 29 juli werden de eerste mistnetten voor
het vangseizoen 2003 opgezet bij het Vogel-
ringstation Schiermonnikoog in het Groene
Glop, ¢ 1200 m ten oosten van de broedlocatie
van de Grauwe Fitissen. Op deze eerste ringdag
werden ¢ 125 vogels gevangen, met name
broedvogels uit de directe omgeving van het
ringstation. In de ronde van 18:00 trof Henri
Bouwmeester in een van de netten een kleine
Phylloscopus met een opvallende vleugelstreep
aan. HB stelde telefonisch collega-ringer van het
ringstation André van Loon op de hoogte en AvL
belde mij vervolgens zodat ik de vogel om 19:15
kon bekijken en fotograferen. Op basis van de
verse slagpennen werd deze als een eerstejaars
gedetermineerd; bovendien wezen de donsachti-
ge veren op de onderzijde erop dat hij recent
was uitgevlogen. Het is aannemelijk dat het een
van de jongen uit het dorp was. De vogel werd
om 19:33 geringd (Arnhem T87528), gewogen
en om c 19:45 losgelaten; daarna is hij niet meer
gezien.

Determinatie

De determinatie van Phylloscopus-soorten met
één of twee vleugelstrepen is een berucht onder-
werp. In West-Europa zijn verschillende taxa als
dwaalgast vastgesteld. Het determinatievraagstuk
heeft met name betrekking op het onderscheid
tussen Grauwe Fitis en Noordse Boszanger
P borealis. Daarnaast speelt het determinatie-
vraagstuk binnen het zogeheten Grauwe-Fitis-
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336 Grauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus
trochiloides, juveniel, Groene Glop, Schiermonnikoog,
Friesland, 29 juli 2003 (Enno B Ebels)

complex (Grauwe Fitis, Swinhoes Boszanger
P plumbeitarsus en Groene Fitis P nitidus). Ook
moet rekening gehouden worden met de tot nu
toe slechts tweemaal in Europa vastgestelde
Kroonboszanger P coronatus, en met (oostelijke)
Tjiftjaf P collybita (vooral Siberische Tjiftjaf P ¢
tristis) die een vage vleugelstreep kan tonen.

Omdat de nadruk in dit artikel ligt op het
broedgeval en niet op de determinatie, wordt
geen gedetailleerde beschrijving van de vogels
gegeven en wordt volstaan met een behandeling
van de belangrijkste kenmerken. Voor een meer
uitgebreide behandeling van de determinatie van
Grauwe Fitis en aanverwante taxa wordt verwe-
zen naar, onder andere, Alstrom & Olsson
(1989), Cramp (1992), Svensson (1992), Baker
(1997) en van der Vliet et al (2001) en de daarin
opgenomen verwijzingen.

De determinatie van de eerste vogel op
Schiermonnikoog verliep eenvoudig doordat de
vogel volop zat te zingen, en daarbij ook gere-
geld de tweetonige tsjielup-roep (zie Geluid) liet
horen. In uiterlijk vertoonde de vogel de volgen-
de kenmerken die alle goed passen op Grauwe
Fitis: 7 klein formaat met relatief korte staart;
2 cremewitte onderdelen met weinig geel en
zonder donkere tekening op de flanken (meer
geel bij Groene Fitis, meer grijs op de flanken bij
Noordse Boszanger); 3 smalle en vrij korte
cremewitte vleugelstreep, gevormd door de lich-
te toppen van de grote handdekveren en geen
spoor van een tweede vleugelstreep (vleugel-
streep langer en breder bij Swinhoes Boszanger
en Groene Fitis, vaak met een spoor van een
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tweede vleugelstreep); 4 grijsgroene bovendelen,
staart en vleugels (meer bruinachtig bij Siberi-
sche Tijiftjaf); 5 duidelijke koptekening met
scherp afgetekende witte wenkbrauwstreep en
donkere oogstreep, wenkbrauwstreep doorlo-
pend tot aan snavelbasis (wenkbrauwstreep meer
geelachtig bij Groene Fitis, minder ver doorlo-
pend bij Noordse Boszanger); 6 bruingrijze
poten met lichtere zolen (pootkleur lichter bij
Noordse Boszanger, donker bruinzwart bij
Siberische Tijiftjaf); en 7 brede snavelbasis en
vrijwel geheel licht oranje ondersnavel (onder-
snavel donkerder bij Noordse Boszanger, snavel
smaller en geheel donker bij Siberische Tijiftjaf).
De jonge vogels waren als zodanig herkenbaar
aan het zeer verse kleed zonder zichtbare slijtage
aan vleugel en/of staart. Bij de adulte was het
verenkleed iets grijzer op de bovendelen en was
slijtage zichtbaar aan de handpennen. De vleu-
gelstreep was wat minder opvallend bij de adulte
vogels maar nog wel goed zichtbaar.

De gevangen vogel kon worden herkend aan
dezelfde kenmerken in kleed en naakte delen als
bovengenoemde. Daarnaast werden de volgende
gegevens in de hand genoteerd (André van
Loon/VRS Schiermonnikoog in litt): vleugellengte
56 mm, tarsuslengte 17.7 mm, staartlengte 42
mm, gewicht 6.1 g, vetgraad O, ruiscore 0, p1
5.5 mm langer dan langste handpendekveer;
vleugelstreep gevormd door lichte toppen van
buitenste zes armpendekveren, met kleinste vlek
op zesde armpendekveer (van buiten naar bin-
nen genummerd); versmalling van buitenvlag
van handpennen aanwezig bij p3-6 (van buiten
naar binnen genummerd, cf Svensson 1992). Bij
Noordse Boszanger zijn de versmallingen be-
perkt tot p3-5. De vleugellengte en het gewicht
vallen buiten de bandbreedte voor Noordse
Boszanger, de lange buitenste handpen (p1) past
niet op Noordse Boszanger en de staartlengte
past veel beter op Grauwe Fitis (cf Cramp 1992).
Het gewicht van 6.1 g is voor een Grauwe Fitis
erg laag (bandbreedte 6.0-9.0, Cramp 1992) en
vormt mogelijk een extra aanwijzing dat het om
een pas uitgevlogen exemplaar ging.

Geluid

Gedurende het verblijf van de Grauwe Fitissen
werden verschillende vocalisaties vastgesteld en
op video- of geluidsband opgenomen.

Zang

De zang bestond uit een snelle opeenvolging van
noten die in toonhoogte afliepen en vaak eindig-
den in een triller (figuur 1). De zang heeft zowel

306

kenmerken van de zang van Fitis P trochilus als
van Winterkoning Troglodytes troglodytes maar
de strofes zijn korter en explosiever, waardoor de
aanvangstonen enige gelijkenis met de zang van
Cetti’'s Zanger Cettia cetti vertonen. De zang
werd in juni meestal vanaf een hoog punt ten
gehore gebracht. De meeste zangactiviteit vond
plaats in de vroege ochtend, tussen 05:00 en
09:00. Gedurende de rest van de dag werd veel
minder gezongen en waren de zangstrofes korter.
Eind juli werd de zang nauwelijks meer gehoord
en waren de strofes zeer kort (meestal een of
twee ‘riedeltjes’ achtereen). Volgens Cramp
(1992) is de zangactiviteit variabel gedurende de
broedcyclus: intensief tijdens de paarformatie,
afnemend tijdens de broedfase en weer toene-
mend na het uitvliegen van de jongen, waarbij
sprake is van verkorte zangstrofes (‘abbreviated
songs when tending young out of nest’). Op 22
juli werd eerst zang gehoord van een adulte
vogel en daarna ‘oefenzang’ van een van de jon-
gen. De zang van het jong was korter, eenvoudi-
ger en zachter dan van de oudervogel. Een der-
gelijke ‘oefenzang’ door juveniele vogels die nog
door oudervogels worden gevoed is voor
Grauwe Fitis niet eerder beschreven (figuur 2).
Hoewel het meestal de mannetjes zijn die zang
laten horen, is ook zang door vrouwtjes bekend
(Cramp 1992).

Roep van adulte vogels

De adulte vogels lieten in mei-juni en af en toe
eind juli het bekende tweetonige tsjielup horen
dat ook van vogels op najaarstrek bekend is.
Voor verdere sonagrammen van deze roep, zie
van der Vliet et al (2001). Deze roep herinnert
aan de roep van Witte Kwikstaart Motacilla alba
en heeft ook veel overeenkomsten met de roep
van Humes Bladkoning P humei (cf Luijendijk
2001). Bij Grauwe Fitis is voor het menselijke
oor moeilijk vast te stellen hoe de roep in toon-
hoogte is opgebouwd. Dit is te verklaren doordat
het laatste deel van de roep in feite heel snel van
hoog naar laag moduleert; meestal is wel goed te
horen dat de roep aflopend eindigt. Op de sona-
grammen (figuur 3) is dit goed te zien.

Roep van jonge vogels

De jonge vogels waren eind juli vocaal zeer
actief en konden hierdoor meestal gemakkelijk
gevonden worden. De meest gehoorde roep was
een vrij hoog, metalig en explosief tsjiep, als een
verkorte roep van de ouders zonder de ‘slag’
(aflopende laatste deel) die de roep van adulte
vogels tweetonig maakt (figuur 4). Deze bedel-
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FIGUUR 1 Grauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides, drie voorbeelden van zang van adult /
three examples of song of adult, Langestreek om de Noord, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, 22 juli 2003
(Arnoud B van den Berg/The Sound Approach)
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FIGUUR 2 Grauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides, twee voorbeelden van ‘oefenzang’ van jong /
two examples of subsong by young, Langestreek om de Noord, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, 22 juli 2003
(Arnoud B van den Berg/The Sound Approach)

roep vertoonde een sterke gelijkenis met een
bekende roep van Grauwe Vliegenvanger Musci-
capa striata. In Cramp (1992) staat de roep van
de jongen wanneer deze acht tot 10 dagen uit
het nest zijn als volgt beschreven: ‘sharp, high-
pitched dsi-dsi ... acquires noisy timbre — dsji,
dji or z(sch)i'- like some variant of adult call...’.
Als de opwinding toenam, bijvoorbeeld omdat
meerdere vogels bij elkaar waren of omdat er
een ouder in de buurt was om een jong te voe-
ren, nam de frequentie van roepen toe en ont-

stond vaak een vrijwel aaneengesloten reeks
(figuur 5). Af en toe werd de tsiep-roep gevolgd
door een lager en iets korter tjet. Beide roepjes
werden gedurende de hele dag gehoord maar de
meeste roepactiviteit was ’s ochtends tot ¢ 10:00
en ’s avonds van c 19:00 tot iets voor donker.
Twee jongen die drie avonden achtereen vlak
voor donker werden geobserveerd lieten een
slechts van zeer dichtbij hoorbaar knorrend of
murmelend kr-kr-kr horen. Van deze laatste roep
zijn geen opnames gemaakt.

307



Broedgeval van Grauwe Fitis op Schiermonnikoog in mei-juli 2003

0.0 SECONDS 0,5 1,0
kHz L L

124

FIGUUR 3 Grauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides, drie voorbeelden van roep van adult /
three examples of call of adult, Langestreek om de Noord, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, 22 juli 2003
(Arnoud B van den Berg/The Sound Approach)
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FIGUUR 4 Grauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides, vier voorbeelden van roep van jong /
four examples of call of young, Langestreek om de Noord, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, 22 juli 2003
(Arnoud B van den Berg/The Sound Approach)
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FIGUUR 5 Grauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides, roep van jong als serie bij opwinding /
fast series of calls of excited young, Langestreek om de Noord, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, 22 juli 2003
(Arnoud B van den Berg/The Sound Approach)

Habitat

Het gebied waarin de Grauwe Fitissen werden
gezien beslaat een aantal grote tuinen met een
oppervlakte van ¢ 200 x 50-100 m, in totaal
¢ 1.5 ha. Binnen dit gebied hadden de vogels
een aantal favoriete plekjes. De tuinen waren
begroeid met hoge loofbomen, lagere begroeiing
met struiken en heesters en enkele groepen met
naaldbomen en de bodembegroeiing bestond
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grotendeels uit gemaaid gras en hoog duingras.
Hoewel Grauwe Fitissen meestal broeden in
half-open gemengd bos of naaldbos, is het broe-
den in tuinen of parken zeker niet ongebruikelijk
(Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1991). Het nest
werd niet gevonden maar daartoe zijn ook geen
pogingen gedaan. De soort broedt — net als ande-
re Phylloscopus-soorten — in een onopvallend
nest op of vlak boven de grond, meestal minder
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dan 70 cm boven de grond, bij uitzondering
meer dan 1T m (Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer
1991, Cramp 1992). In rustige gedeelten van de
tuinen tussen de Noorderstreek en de Lange-
streek om de Noord bevond zich genoeg
geschikte ondergroei om te nestelen.

Gedrag

Het mannetje zong meestal bovenin (middel)-
hoge bomen en was in de vroege ochtend in de
meest kale takjes te vinden. Deze voorkeur voor
open en hoge zangposten wordt beschreven in
Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer (1991) en Cramp
(1992). Op 14 juni schoof het mannetje in c 30
min langs de Noorderstreek op van de ene zang-
post naar de andere in westelijke richting en
vloog na de laatste zangpost enkele 100en
meters terug om op de meest oostelijke zangpost
(de tuinen bij Zevenhuizen) weer te beginnen.
Vergelijkbaar gedrag binnen een territorium van
50 x 300 m wordt door Glutz von Blotzheim &
Bauer (1991) beschreven voor een (ongepaard)
mannetje. Meestal zat de vogel ¢ 5-10 m boven
de grond. Bij het foerageren werden de twee
adulte vogels in juni meestal in hoge bomen
gezien en regelmatig in naaldbomen. De vijf
vogels in de tweede helft van juli vertoonden een
vergelijkbaar gedrag; meestal verbleven ze hoog
in de bomen, op 7-15 m boven de grond. In de
eerste dagen na het uitvliegen blijven de jongen
laag bij het nest; naarmate het vliegvermogen
zich verder ontwikkelt zoeken ze de boomkrui-
nen op (Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1991).
Omdat de jongen op 21 juli al hoog in de bomen
verbleven, mag worden aangenomen dat ze toen
al enkele dagen uit het nest waren. Tijdens het
foerageren werden de vogels op lagere hoogte
gezien, soms tot een meter boven de grond of
minder. Daarbij werd voortdurend voedsel van
de bladeren gepikt. Regelmatig joegen de vogels
op vliegenvangerachtige wijze vanaf een hogere
post (5-15 m) op insecten of waren ze korte tijd
aan het bidden. Meestal trok de familie in los
verband door het gebied en slechts af en toe
waren meer dan drie vogels bij elkaar te horen of
te zien. Vooral de jonge vogels waren zeer
vocaal en konden daardoor gemakkelijk geloka-
liseerd worden. Wanneer de vogels laag bij de
grond foerageerden waren ze soms vanaf korte
afstand (enkele meters) te observeren. Drie avon-
den achtereen, op 21-23 juli, werden twee jonge
vogels tegen de schemering gezien in twee lage
struiken aan de Langestreek om de Noord, waar-
bij ze tot op minder dan 2 m te bekijken waren.
Vanuit deze struiken vlogen deze vogels op 23

juli vlak voor donker (c 21:30) in een aanpalen-
de dichte boom, waarschijnlijk om daar te gaan
slapen.

Broedperiode

Op 14 en 15 juni waren er geen aanwijzingen
dat er uitgevlogen jongen waren. Waarschijnlijk
hebben de jongen het nest in de tweede helft van
juni verlaten. Toen de jongen op 21 juli werden
geobserveerd, leken ze reeds volledig doorgeruid
naar het juveniele kleed. De rui van donskleed
naar juveniel kleed moet in de periode van half
juni tot half juli hebben plaatsgevonden. Bij de
op 29 juli gevangen vogel was nog geen spoor
van de post-juveniele rui te zien; volgens Cramp
(1992) start deze rui in augustus. De volledige
broedcyclus (van paarvorming tot het zelfstandig
worden van de jongen) duurt bij Grauwe Fitis ¢
50 dagen (Cramp 1992). Omdat op 28 juli nog
een jong werd gevoerd terwijl op 29 juli geen
vogels meer op de broedplaats werden gezien
mag, mede op basis van de vangst op 29 juli,
worden aangenomen dat de jongen in de laatste
dagen van juli zelfstandig waren. Teruggerekend
vanaf 29 juli betekent dit dat de paarvorming
rond 9 juni heeft plaatsgevonden. De eerste
waarneming van het paartje op 6 juni past goed
in dit beeld. De eieren komen na 12-13 dagen
uit en de jongen verlaten het nest na 12-14 (soms
16) dagen; de periode vanaf het leggen van het
eerste ei tot het uitvliegen van het laatste jong is
dus 24-29 dagen (Cramp 1992). Waarschijnlijk
zijn de eieren in de periode rond 20 juni gelegd
en in de laatste dagen van juni of eerste week
van juli uitgekomen. Ook in de reguliere broed-
gebieden worden de eieren bij het merendeel
van de broedsels in de eerste of tweede decade
van juni gelegd (Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer
1991, Cramp 1992). Na het uitvliegen worden
de jongen nog zeker een week gevoerd, soms
zelfs tot 15 dagen, waarna elk familielid zijn
eigen weg gaat (‘when family breaks up’, Cramp
1992). Volgens Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer
(1991) en Cramp (1992) trekken de vogels vanaf
eind juli weg, het vroegst in de meest westelijk
gelegen broedgebieden (die het verst van de win-
tergebieden liggen). De laatste waarnemings-
datum van 29 juli past goed in dit patroon.

Broedresultaat

Het aantal van drie jongen is aan de lage kant.
De meeste nesten van Grauwe Fitis bevatten vier
tot zeven eieren en slechts zelden drie (Glutz
von Blotzheim & Bauer 1991). Mogelijk zijn één
of meer eieren niet uitgebroed of zijn de jongen
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in het nest gestorven maar het is ook mogelijk
dat er maar drie eieren gelegd zijn. De kans dat
er een vierde of vijfde jong was dat in het veld
over het hoofd is gezien, acht ik uiterst klein van-
wege de intensieve controle. Bij het broedgeval
op Helgoland, Schleswig-Holstein, in 1990 (zie
Voorkomen en verspreiding) was sprake van
slechts twee uitgevlogen jongen. Bij dit broed-
geval vlogen de jongen op 20-21 juli uit en wer-
den ze tot 5 augustus gevoerd (Koster & Renner
1990)

Voorkomen en verspreiding

De westelijke ondersoort van Grauwe Fitis P t
viridanus broedt van Zweden (Gotland), Finland
en Polen in het westen tot Centraal-Siberié in het
oosten en zuidelijk tot Afghanistan en Kasjmir.
Deze ondersoort overwintert in Zuid-Azié, voor-
namelijk in India. Andere ondersoorten broeden
in Zuid- en Zuidoost-Azié ten zuiden van het
Tibetaanse plateau (P t ludlowi, P t trochiloides
en Pt obscuratus). Groene Fitis (nitidus) (Zuid-
west-Azi€) en Swinhoes Boszanger (plumbeitar-
sus) (Oost-Azié€) worden meestal als afzonderlijke
soorten beschouwd maar ook (weer) als onder-
soorten van P trochiloides (cf Collinson et al
2003). P t viridanus heeft zich in de tweede helft
van de 19e en 20e eeuw met horten en stoten in
westelijke richting uitgebreid (Cramp 1992). Tot
2003 was het meest westelijke broedgeval dat
van Helgoland, Duitsland, in 1990 (Koster &
Renner 1990; Dutch Birding 12: 206, plaat 144,
1990, Ornithol Jahresber Helgoland 1990: 8,
34-35, 1991). Dit was tevens het eerst succesvol-
le broedgeval in Duitsland, ondanks het feit dat
bijna jaarlijks meerdere zingende mannetjes aan-
wezig zijn aan de kust van Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern in het noordoosten van Duitsland.
In juni 1935 werd op Rugen, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, nestbouw geobserveerd en in
1962 was er een mislukt broedgeval in het
Westerwald, Rheinland-Pfalz. Vanaf 1979 wor-
den regelmatig zingende mannetjes in geschikt
broedbiotoop in het Beierse Woud, Bayern,
gezien maar steeds zonder broedpogingen
(Koster & Renner 1990). Op 15 juli 2003 werd
een Grauwe Fitis gemeld met jongen die werden
gevoerd in de Harz, Niedersachsen (Birding
World 16: 276, 2003). In Brittannié wordt jaar-
lijks een zeer klein aantal zingende vogels vast-
gesteld in het late voorjaar maar is geen broed-
poging bekend; een opmerkelijk geval betrof een
territoriaal mannetje van 21 mei tot 26 juni 1983
in Tayside, Schotland (Evans 1994). In 2003 vond
een succesvol broedgeval (ten minste vijf jongen

310

op 30 juli) plaats te Baggeé op het Deense eiland
Bornholm, ten zuiden van het Zweedse vaste-
land. In mei-juni 2003 werden in heel Dene-
marken meer dan 15 vogels gemeld (Frandsen et
al 2003).

Grauwe Fitis is een dwaalgast in Nederland
met tot en met 2001 30 gevallen. Acht gevallen
zijn vastgesteld in het voorjaar, met als uiterste
data 23 mei en 30 juni. De overige dateren van
de periode tussen 9 augustus en 1 oktober (van
den Berg & Bosman 2001, van der Vliet et al
2001, 2002). Acht vogels werden gevangen of
dood gevonden. De beste jaren waren 1996 en
2000 met, respectievelijk, zes en vijf gevallen.
De voorjaarsgevallen hebben — met uitzondering
van een raamslachtoffer op 30 juni 1969 -
betrekking op zingende mannetjes, die alle maar
op één dag werden gehoord. De territoriale raad-
selzangers te Roden, Drenthe, in 1965-67 die
aanvankelijk als Grauwe Fitis werden gedetermi-
neerd bleken naderhand afwijkend zingende
Fitissen P trochilus te zijn (van Orden & Braaks-
ma 1966, Voous & van Dijk 1972, van den Berg
et al 1998). Ook in het najaar werd opvallend
vaak zang vastgesteld (Cramp 1992, cf van der
Vliet et al 2001, 2002). Blijkbaar laten eerstejaars
vogels in deze periode vaak ‘oefenzang’ horen.

Het broedgeval op Schiermonnikoog is het
eerste broedgeval van Grauwe Fitis voor Neder-
land en het meest westelijke (53:28 N, 06:09 O)
tot nu toe voor deze soort.
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Summary

GREENISH WARBLER BREEDING ON SCHIERMONNIKOOG  IN
MAY-JuLy 2003 In May-July 2003, a pair of Greenish
Warblers Phylloscopus trochiloides raised three young
on Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, the Netherlands, in the
Wadden Sea off the north-east coast. The first bird (a
singing male) was seen on 31 May. The supposed
female was first seen and heard on 5 June. A second
singing bird was reported on several days up to 11
June. On 21 July, the first young was noticed and, in
the following days, three young and two parents were
observed. The last sighting was on 29 July. Feeding was
observed on a few occasions. Begging calls and sub-
song of the young were recorded on tape. The young
birds had a shorter, more metallic, call than the well-
known disyllabic call of the parents. The breeding area
consisted of large well-wooded gardens on the outskirts
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of the island’s only village (53:28 N, 06:09 E). In the
evening of 29 July (the first day of the autumn’s ringing
season on the island), a first-year Greenish Warbler was
trapped and ringed at Groene Glop, c 1200 m east of
the breeding site. This bird still showed some downy
feathers on the underparts and is likely to have been
one of the young raised in the village. The identifica-
tion and vocalizations are described and shown in
sonagrams (figure 1-5) and details on breeding habitat
and behaviour are given.

There have been 30 records of this species for the
Netherlands. Eight were in spring (between 23 May
and 30 June) and the rest in early autumn (between 9
August and 1 October). This was not only the first
breeding for the Netherlands but also the westernmost
for the species to date. The previous most westerly
breeding record (and the only successful breeding
record for Germany up to 2003) was in 1990 on
Helgoland, Schleswig-Holstein, in the North Sea off the
German north-west coast. Its regular breeding range
(subspecies P t viridanus) is from eastern Europe,
Gotland (Sweden) and Finland east to eastern Siberia
en south to Afghanistan and Kashmir. The breeding
range has expanded westward in the 20th century.
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House Crows in the Netherlands

and Europe

Gert Ottens & Colin Ryall

N ative to the Indian Subcontinent and
adjacent territories including southern Iran
and parts of western China, House Crow Corvus
splendens has, throughout the 1900s, progres-
sively colonized many ports and other coastal
locations around the world. This spread appears
to have been primarily on board ships, although
there were a few deliberate introductions a cen-
tury or so ago, eg, in Aden (Yemen), Zanzibar
and Malaysia. Breeding colonies of House Crows
are now established in ¢ 20 tropical and sub-
tropical countries outside their native range. In
addition, sightings of solitary birds have been
claimed for a further ¢ 12 countries, although
some of these may be misidentifications of simi-
lar species. This progressive spread of the House
Crow has been reviewed in detail elsewhere
(Ryall 1994, 1995, 2002). House Crows have
arrived on European shores with increasing fre-
guency in recent years and this article summa-
rizes these records, with particular emphasis on
the Netherlands which has been the focus of
most European arrivals to date and where the
first European breeding records have been docu-
mented (Ebels 1998). Records of House Crows
need to be verified by the Dutch rarities commit-
tee (CDNA), as the species is regarded as a
genuine addition to the Dutch list (van den Berg
& Roselaar 1995). Both accepted records (as
published in the annual reports of the CDNA, see
van den Berg & Bosman 2001, van der Vliet et al
2001, 2002) and those submitted but still in cir-
culation were kindly provided by the CDNA; the
latter are marked with an *. Additional reports
not (yet) submitted to the CDNA supplied by
several observers or taken from regional Dutch
publications are also indicated with an *.
Rejected records are not included.

First records in the Netherlands

The first records in the Netherlands were in
1994. In that year, two first-summer House
Crows were found at Hoek van Holland, Rotter-
dam, Zuid-Holland, on 10 April, followed by an
adult bird at Renesse, Zeeland, on 21 November
(Vergeer 1995, Ebels & Westerlaken 1996). All
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three birds appeared more or less resident and
were regularly observed in the years after their
discovery.

Hoek van Holland

Both in 1997 and 1998, one breeding pair, proba-
bly formed by the two birds that arrived in 1994,
produced one young; this occurrence was exten-
sively described by Ebels (1998). This was the first
case of House Crow breeding for both the
Netherlands and Europe, and was also the first
breeding record for an area outside the (sub)tropi-
cal regions. In 1999, the breeding pair was again
observed on a nest (Justin Jansen in litt) and, in
February 2000, the observation of five House
Crows together could suggest that another young
had fledged (Ottens 2003). Again, one single
young was produced in 2000 (van der Vliet et al
2001) and all six birds were observed in spring
2001. The outcome for that year is not totally
clear but at least eight (possibly nine) birds were
present in ‘autumn 2001’ (van der Vliet et al
2002) and 10 (possibly 11) birds were observed
on 3 May 2002* (Ryall 2003). This increase com-
pared with the previous year could mean that
either ‘new’ birds found their way to Hoek van
Holland or that two breeding pairs were involved,
possibly already in 2001. The finding of two
occupied nests on 4 May 2002 supported the lat-
ter possibility. During a visit to Hoek van Holland
by Colin Ryall in early May 2002, accompanied
in part by Gert Ottens and Gerard Steinhaus,
several new facts about the ecology and beha-
viour of the House Crows came to light, which
have been published separately (Ryall 2003).
A group of 12 House Crows that included at least
three juveniles was observed on 14 September
2002* (Aart Vink pers comm). This group of at
least 12 presumably still includes the original
breeding pair which would have turned 10 years
of age in summer 2003. At least four birds likely
to have originated from Hoek van Holland were
reported from nearby Den Haag, Zuid-Holland,
during April-May 2003, for which see below. On
13 July 2003*, Enno Ebels and GO observed one
breeding pair near the nesting area of 1997-99,

[Dutch Birding 25: 312-319, 2003]
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337 House Crows / Huiskraaien Corvus splendens, adult (left) with juveniles, Hoek van Holland, Zuid-Holland,
Netherlands, 7 September 2003 (Marten van Dijl)

338 House Crow / Huiskraaie Corvus splendens, juvenile, Hoek van Holland, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands,
7 September 2003 (Marten van Dijl)
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339 House Crows / Huiskraaien Corvus splendens, adult (right) and juvenile, Hoek van Holland, Zuid-Holland,
Netherlands, 7 September 2003 (Marten van Dijl)

340 House Crow / Huiskraai Corvus splendens, adult, Hoek van Holland, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands,
9 April 2002 (Marten van Dijl)
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feeding three recently fledged young with a
Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus. In the same
area, (what was possibly) another pair was
showing very agitated behaviour but no proof of
these birds breeding was obtained on that day.
On the same day, two individual House Crows
were seen in other parts of Hoek van Holland.
The breeding area in use in 2002 was found
deserted (one of the nests had come down the
tree). On 7 September 2003*, Marten van Dijl (in
litt) observed at least 10 birds, including adults
with two and three juveniles, respectively. One
juvenile showed a deformed bill, with an elonga-
ted upper mandible (plate 338).

Renesse

From November 1994 onwards, an adult House
Crow was usually present at Renesse, although
no observations are known for 1998. However, it
would appear from records (of almost certainly
the same individual) from Brouwersdam, Zuid-
Holland, on 19 November 1995 and on the
North Sea coast near Ouddorp, Zuid-Holland, on
25 December 1995* and 6 January 1996*
(SOVON?-archives; Sterna 41 (1): 33, 1996), that
this bird was mobile. This individual was report-
edly accompanied by a second bird on 13-14
June 1999* (Tobi Koppejan in litt) but no evi-
dence of breeding was found. The bird was still
(or again) present from 10 January 2001. On 28
February 2001, it was observed courtship feeding
pieces of bread to an adult Western Jackdaw
C monedula, with both birds behaving like a pair
(Klootwijk 2001). This kind of behaviour directed
towards another species appears to be previously
undescribed for House Crow. From its behaviour,
it can be deduced that the House Crow was a
male. On 29 April 2001, both birds were seen
flying around with nesting material (Marc Plomp
& Jan den Hertog pers comm). The outcome of
this pairing is not known. On 19 May 2001, the
House Crow was found dead on its favourite
parking lot. The corpse was in poor condition
and not retained (Marcel Scholte in litt).

Other records in the Netherlands

Individual House Crows have been recorded in
all coastal provinces of the Netherlands, as well
as in the landlocked province of Utrecht. In most
cases, it is unlikely that the bird(s) involved ori-
ginated from the Hoek van Holland population;
first, because of the distances involved and,
second, because all the House Crows of Hoek
van Holland were present and accounted for
whenever efforts were made to see them. It is
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assumable that birds would not leave their fami-
ly/group until there is considerable population
pressure. The occurrence of up to four birds at
Den Haag, Zuid-Holland, in 2003 (see below)
could indicate dispersal from Hoek van Holland.
Although the Renesse bird was not reported in
1998, it turned out to be present again in 1999-
2001. Therefore, chances that it had any contact
with the Hoek van Holland group are slim.
The same applies for all other birds recorded
further than 15-25 km away from Hoek van
Holland.

Friesland/Groningen

On 15 August 1998, a House Crow was found
and photographed at a camp site near Kollumer-
pomp, Kollumerland en Nieuwkruisland, Fries-
land. The bird stayed until 19 August. Probably
the same bird was present and photographed at
Winsum, Groningen, ¢ 20 km east of Kollumer-
pomp, on 20-22 September 1998 (de Bruin
1998, van den Berg & Bosman 2001). This clear-
ly concerned another bird than the birds at Hoek
van Holland as these were all present at that time
(cf Dutch Birding 20: 258, 1998). Records at
Harlingen, Friesland, on 7 June 1999 and on
Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, on 20-21 March
2000 could, in view of the distances involved,
conceivably have concerned the same bird as
that of Kollumerpomp and Winsum.

Noord-Holland/Utrecht

On 20 August 1999, a first-summer House Crow
was discovered at Muiden, Noord-Holland
(inland, but close to the lJsselmeer lake), and it
stayed in the area until at least November, by
which time it had attained adult plumage (Vlek
2000). On 18-19 December 1999, what was
most likely the same individual (cf van den Berg
& Bosman 2001) was then present and photo-
graphed at Overvecht, Utrecht, Utrecht (c 25 km
south of Muiden and well inland).

From 21 October 2000 until January 2001, an
adult House Crow was present and photograph-
ed in the centre of Hoorn, Noord-Holland (on
the shores of IJsselmeer). It is conceivable that
this and the Muiden and Overvecht records
could be attributed to a single wandering indivi-
dual. Reports of a bird on the island of Texel,
Noord-Holland, on 20 December 2001* (pre-
viously rejected but under reconsideration) and
of one flying past Camperduin, Noord-Holland
(on the North Sea coast), on 2 April 2002* may
also relate to the same individual.
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341 House Crow / Huiskraai Crow Corvus splendens,
first-summer, Muiden, Noord-Holland, Netherlands,
August 1999 (Pien Eekhout)

Zeeland

On 3 May 1999*, a House Crow was seen flying
past the well-known spring migration site of
Breskens, Zeeland (Lilipaly et al 2000). Although
this theoretically could have been the Renesse
bird, chances are that this individual had recent-
ly arrived on a ship because Breskens is located
at the mouth of the Westerschelde, the main
shipping route to Antwerpen, Antwerpen, Bel-
gium, and close to the harbour area of Zee-
brugge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. This bird
could possibly have been the second individual
that reportedly showed up at Renesse on 13-14
June 1999* (Tobi Koppejan in litt).

Zuid-Holland
One House Crow was observed at Vlaardingen,
Zuid-Holland, on 19 May 2001* (Ben Gaxiola
pers comm). The distance involved, ¢ 16 km,
suggests this was a visit by one of the Hoek van
Holland birds. The same probably applies for an
individual reportedly flying past Vogelplas
Starrevaart near Leidschendam, Zuid-Holland,
on 25 January 2003* (Sjaak Schilperoort in litt).
What were almost certainly birds from Hoek
van Holland were individuals flying past Den
Haag on several occasions (31 March and 2 and
17 April 1999, 13 May 2001*, 24 March 2002*
and two on 29 March 2002*; Wim Kolber in litt).
On the last date, a House Crow was also seen at
Park Ockenburg, Den Haag, and again there on
4 April 2002* (Wim Kolber in lit). On 16 April
2003*, two adults were courtship feeding at Park
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342 House Crow / Huiskraai Crow Corvus splendens,
adult, Renesse, Zeeland, Netherlands, May 2001
(Marten van Dijl)

Ockenburg, with three (including a first-summer
bird) there on 23 April* and four present and
photographed on 25 April* (Michel de Lange in
litt). Two of the latter were adults, behaved like a
pair, were seen flying around with twigs and visi-
ted a nest on several occasions until at least 30
April*. Possibly, it concerned a pair with a one-
year old young and an older young. On this last
date, again three birds were present. Despite
subsequent searches in early May the birds were
not found at the site, although on 10 May* and
again on 17, 24 and 28 May* a single bird was
observed. On 30 June*, one was seen at nearby
Westduinpark, Den Haag (Wim Kolber in litt).
Because of the proximity of Hoek van Holland, a
distance of ¢ 15 km, the Ockenburg and
Westduinpark birds probably originated from
there.

Conclusion

The Dutch population of House Crows started
with three individuals in 1994 and had reached
double digits by early 2001, with probably at
least 12 birds (including breeding birds and their
offspring) in 2002. House Crows elswhere in
their breeding range are not known to undertake
long distance flights, typically making foraging
trips of up to ¢ 15 km, but the possibility that
some of the solitary birds in the Netherlands
have been wandering further afield makes inter-
pretation of the various reports from different
locations difficult. An additional problem is that,
with the increasing numbers, the motivation for



343 Huiskraai / House Crow Corvus splendens, adult,
Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, Netherlands, March 2000
(Cees A van der Wal)

birders to submit records to the CDNA may be
decreasing, also because House Crows are often
not regarded as ‘true’ vagrants that deserve full
documentation. Although most reports of House
Crows can be considered reliable, mistakes have
been made and are always possible, making a
cautious approach necessary. Moreover, if the
breeding population in Hoek van Holland con-
tinues to grow, House Crow is likely to be
deleted from the list of species considered by the
CDNA.

Records from other European countries

The first known record of House Crow for Europe
was on 3 November 1974, when a single indivi-
dual was seen at the harbour of Dunmore East,
Waterford, Ireland, and remained in the area for
c five vyears (Ebels & Westerlaken 1996,
Mullarney et al 1999). Although accepted by the
Irish Rare Birds Committee (IRBC) the species
was not placed on the lIrish list, as any (pre-
sumed) ship-assisted occurrences are added to
Category D (McAdams et al 1999). The next
European record was from Gibraltar, from 6
March to 5 April 1991 (Anonymus 1992); this
bird disappeared within a few days, after taking a
brief trip to the Spanish mainland, thus establish-
ing the only record so far for Spain. It is currently
not on the Spanish list because of its probable
ship-assisted occurrence (Ardeola 40: 103, 1993).
However, this record could be reviewed when
the concept of ship-assistance and its consequen-
ces for the Spanish list will be reconsiderated
(Ricard Gutiérrez in litt). Interestingly, the first
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House Crow for Morocco - if accepted — could
be an adult reported on 25 December 2002 at
Tanger harbour, Morocco, across the Straits of
Gibraltar (Ethelberg et al 2002).

Two House Crows were reported in Denmark,
at Skeelsker, Vestsjeelland, in late 1986 and at
Haderslev, Jylland, on 17 September 1996
(Anonymus 1996); however, neither was submit-
ted to the Danish rarities committee and both
reports remain unconfirmed. A report of one at
Bournemouth, Dorset, on the south coast of
England on 25 December 1997 (Anonymus
1997) may have been a misidentified Hooded
Crow C cornix. Two single birds have been
reported in France, one near Lille, Nord, on 10
January 2000 (Davies 2001) and one south of
Lyon, Rhone, on 18-21 May 2001 (Anonymus
2001). The first has been accepted by the French
rarities committee (CHN) and was added to
Category D. This means that House Crow is not
officially on the French list (Frémont & CHN
2002). The second French report has not been
submitted yet (Marc Duquet in litt).

There are two reports of House Crows in 2002:
one from Palcowice in southern Poland, where
the bird in question was attempting to rob eggs
of Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus at a
gravel-pit, on 29 April (Marcin Faber in litt), and
another from a car park 50 km from Budapest,
Hungary, on 4 May (Felix Felger in litt). It was
suggested by the latter observer, Felix Felger, that
these two reports may relate to the same bird.
However, this would necessitate the bird flying
more than 50 km for each of the six days
between the two dates, in a straight line from the
Polish site to the Hungarian, over mountainous
terrain. As stated earlier, such a marathon flight
seems out of character for this species. Having
said that, however, it would indeed be a co-
incidence for two separate House Crows to
appear around the same time, and both at con-
siderable distance from any possible point of
ship-assisted arrival.

The records and reports of House Crows in
other European countries, referred to in this sec-
tion, have been accessed from published sources
and correspondence from a range of observers
and, except for the recent Polish and Hungarian
reports, are further described in detail in Ryall
(1994, 1995 and 2002).
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Samenvatting
HUISKRAAIEN IN° NEDERLAND EN EUROPA In dit artikel
wordt een overzicht gegeven van gevallen van Huis-
kraai Corvus splendens in Nederland en Europa. In
Nederland werden de eerste drie vogels in 1994 ont-
dekt, waarvan twee in Hoek van Holland, Zuid-
Holland. Broeden werd in Hoek van Holland voor het
eerst vastgesteld in 1997 en sindsdien is de populatie
aangegroeid tot ten minste 12, waarvan het merendeel
in Hoek van Holland verblijft. In 2002 waren hier twee
broedparen aanwezig (mogelijk ook al in 2001) en ook
in 2003 werden twee broedgevallen (drie en twee jon-
gen) vastgesteld. Hoek van Holland is de enige locatie
in Europa en buiten het (sub)tropisch gebied waar de
soort met succes tot broeden komt. De vogel die vanaf
1994 bij Renesse, Zeeland, aanwezig was, bleek in het
voorjaar van 2001 gepaard met een Kauw C monedula
maar er was geen sprake van een broedgeval; dit
exemplaar werd later dat voorjaar dood gevonden. In
april-juni 2003 werden maximaal vier vogels, waar-
schijnlijk een paartje met jongen uit een of meer eerde-
re jaren, gezien in park Ockenburgh, Den Haag, Zuid-
Holland, ¢ 15 km van Hoek van Holland. Ondanks
‘verdacht’ gedrag, werd geen broedgeval geconsta-
teerd. Aangenomen wordt dat deze vogels afkomstig
waren van Hoek van Holland. Behalve in Hoek van
Holland, Renesse en Den Haag werden in 1998-2003
op ¢ 10 andere locaties verspreid over de Nederlandse
kustprovincies en Utrecht solitaire Huiskraaien gezien,
van Breskens, Zeeland, in het zuidwesten tot
Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, in het noordoosten. Alle
waarnemingen worden in de tekst vermeld; wanneer
deze nog in behandeling zijn bij de Commissie
Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) of nog
niet zijn ingediend, is dit aangegeven met een asterisk
(*). Het is moeilijk om een goed beeld te krijgen van
het werkelijke aantal exemplaren. De kans wordt klein
geacht dat alle waarnemingen zijn toe te schrijven aan
de groeiende populatie in Hoek van Holland omdat
Huiskraaien meestal niet ver van de broedplaats uit-
zwermen.

In het artikel wordt ook een overzicht gegeven van
andere gevallen in Europa. Na het eerste in lerland in
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1974-79, is de soort vastgesteld of gemeld in
Denemarken, Frankrijk, Gibraltar (deze vogel werd ook
vlak over de grens in Spanje gezien), Hongarije en
Polen. Er is (nog) geen betrouwbaar geval in Brittannié.
Van deze meldingen zijn alleen gevallen in Frankrijk,
Gibraltar/Spanje en lerland aanvaard waar het de
determinatie betreft; in deze landen werd de soort in
categorie D geplaatst vanwege de aanname dat de
vogels per schip arriveerden. De andere meldingen
werden niet ingediend bij of nog niet behandeld door
de verantwoordelijke dwaalgastencommissies.
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Conspicuous colouring and visual
display in Wallcreeper

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria, ‘the feathery
jewel of the limestone rocks and azure heaven’,
is a peculiar phenomenon in the world of birds.
The source of its fascination lies partly in its
habitat — remote limestone rock faces above the
tree line or canyon rock cliffs. It is also one of the
most spectacular of birds to see. This flamboyant
species has attracted the apt names of ‘rock
flower’ in China and ‘feathered butterfly’ in
Slovakia.

Wallcreeper is perfectly adapted to the unfor-
giving rocky environment, being one of very few
Palearctic bird species that can comfortably scale
and explore steep rock faces. It has a habit of
continually flicking its wings, thus displaying
white elliptical spots on its primaries and a con-
spicuous crimson upperwing pattern that no
other western Palearctic species possesses. The

most ravishing view is of a Wallcreeper in flight.

It is perfectly adapted to life on steep rock
walls about which it creeps in a distinctive man-
ner. Unlike other ‘creeping’ species (wood-
peckers Picidae, nuthatches Sittidae, treecreepers
Certhiidae), Wallcreeper can also manoeuvre
skilfully in narrow canyon clefts and cramped
cavities (Lohrl 1970, 1976, Cramp & Perrins
1993, Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1993).
Furthermore, its broad elliptical wings enable it
to rocket vertically upwards when exiting the
narrowest of openings.

Wallcreeper’s conspicuously crimson-coloured
wings makes one wondering why the colour
needs to be so radiant in such a poor environ-
ment as limestone-dolomite rock faces, where a
dull or cryptically coloured bird might be expec-
ted. Another mystery is why a bird on a bare and
steep rock face should draw attention to itself by
its shimmering, continuously flicking wings; pro-
minent restlessness is an unusual survival tactic,

344-345 Wallcreeper / Rotskruiper Tichodroma muraria, first-winter, Cirque de Gavarnie, Gavarnie,

[Dutch Birding 25: 319-322, 2003]

Hautes-Pyrénées, France, 7 September 1995 (Arnoud B van den Berg)
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although there are some other rather restless bird
species, like for instance Common Sandpiper
Actitis hypoleucos, Grey Wagtail Motacilla cine-
rea and Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros,
that also use visual communication by “flicking’
some parts of their bodies.

Both phenomena - the conspicuous visual dis-
play and wing colour — play important roles in
the species’ social behaviour (Saniga 1999). They
have developed not only as the principal means
of the species’ intraspecific communication but
also as the principal means of interspecific com-
munication with those bird species that share its
prime habitat. In both cases, visual communica-
tion has largely supplanted acoustic communica-
tion.

Vocalizations

The acoustic repertoire of Wallcreeper is ex-
tremely poor, mostly comprising a simple and
quiet song. For example, Wallcreeper has no
alarm call, usually a very important factor in bird
behaviour. Wallcreeper thus does not express
anxiety or hostility when encountering potential
predators or rivals. This very expressive option
has, in the case of Wallcreeper, been replaced by
a slightly accelerated song (Lohrl 1976). Further-
more, courtship involves only a part of the spe-
cies’ song.

Such extremely poor voice manifestations are
linked on one hand to a low level of social com-
munication between individual birds (during the
non-breeding period, Wallcreeper leads a soli-
tary life) and on the other to the unfavourable
acoustic conditions of their environment. In
spring, when communication between birds is
most intensive, there is usually a high level of
broad-spectrum background noise where the
birds feed in the gorges and gullies; running
water streams noisily down from the melting
snow of the high tops. Clearly, the intensity and
duration of this noise would overwhelm acoustic
communication between individual birds. Even
at the breeding localities above the upper tree-
limit, the acoustic environment of the rocky
walls is often unfavourably dominated by wind.
In gusty and stormy winds, birds’ calls and song
carry little distance. Even though Wallcreeper
may possess a superior ability to discriminate
meaningful calls and song from intense back-
ground noise, its quiet calls and song seem to
represent a minor form of communication (pers
obs).

In terms of absolute volume, Wallcreeper calls
and song are at a much lower level than in such
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small songbirds as Winter Wren Troglodytes
troglodytes and Coal Tit Parus ater. The evolution
of Wallcreeper has therefore promoted the deve-
lopment of an alternative method of social com-
munication between individual birds, a method
that functions in an environment of unfavourable
acoustic conditions. It can be shown that, in the
case of Wallcreeper, voice has been superseded
as a primary means of communication by a
specialized display of visual communication
based on wing flicking and on radiantly coloured
parts of the body and wings.

Conspicuous markings

Wallcreeper is mostly grey and black, both
above and below, allowing it to merge perfectly
with the limestone-dolomite rocky background
where a bird spends most of its life. When sitting
motionless with folded wings, a Wallcreeper is
very difficult to detect. However, it becomes pro-
minent when the crimson of its spread wings and
the contrasting white spots on the outer primaries
are exposed in sunlight; the ‘glittering’ effect is
magnificent. Perhaps surprisingly, the vividly
coloured parts of the folded wings are poorly dis-
cernible. When the bird is in flight or when it is
flicking its wings, the crimson wing-patches
‘flash” and the 16-20 white elliptical spots on the
primaries (two spots on each of p2-5(6); prima-
ries numbered ascendantly) become clearly
visible. When perched motionless with folded
wings, it gains protection from aerial predators
through its inconspicuousness but to manifest
itself to other Wallcreepers when creeping, it has
developed a species-specific activity of wing-
flicking in a jerky fashion that conveys a shim-
mering effect. The tail also shows rather strong
contrast when opened. When folded, the tail
appears mostly blackish but during wing-flicking,
the tail is spread slightly, revealing that the outer
three rectrices have a conspicuous black and
white margin, hidden at rest.

The black colouring of the chin, throat and
breast in males is also an important means of
communication between the sexes. During
courtship, the male emphasizes this colouring in
a display posture by pointing and holding the
head straight up to attract females to a potential
nest cavity (Lohrl 1976; pers obs).

Conspicuous visual display

Conspicuously coloured body parts alone do not
guarantee good visual communication but when
they are emphasized by display prominence at
least is assured. Wallcreeper has enhanced this
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346 Wallcreeper / Rotskruiper Tichodroma muraria, first-winter, Port de Boucharo, Gavarnie, Hautes-Pyrénées,
France, 4 September 1995 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

prominence by developing a special visual dis-
play of wings and tail. To extract more ‘value’
from the shining crimson colouration of its
wings, birds characteristically ‘flick’ them rapidly,
even when not creeping.

The frequency of wing-flicking, the extent of
unfolding and the angle formed by the unfolded
wings over the bird’s back indicate not only the
degree of excitement in the presence of another
Wallcreeper, whether mate or rival, but also the
degree of nervousness, warning or threatening
behaviour in the presence of a potential predator
or competing species (Lohrl 1976, Saniga 1999).
Wallcreeper is able to make changes in the
colour mosaic of its wings, primarily in the
crimson area on the outer webs of primaries and
secondaries but also in the visible portions of the
white elliptical spots on p2-5(6). These changes,
correlating with the degree and nature of the
bird’s agitation, form directed displays. The bird
does so by varying the degree in which it spreads
and folds its wings, by the angle formed by the
spread wings above its back and also by the fre-
quency of wing-flicking. This visible-from-afar
means of communication is much more appro-
priate in a noisy environment where voice com-
munication normally is quite unsuitable. The

bird synchronizes the jerky half-spreading and
folding wing flicks with its tail-spreading.

In common with bird species that communi-
cate mostly by voice, Wallcreeper also seems to
relish moments and periods of immobility, usual-
ly sitting almost motionless on a rocky ledge.
However, unlike other species, it gives no war-
ning signal, whether display or vocal, when
potential aerial predators (eg, Peregrine Falcon
Falco peregrinus, Common Kestrel F tinnunculus,
Eurasian Hobby F subbuteo, Eurasian Sparrow-
hawk Accipiter nisus or Common Raven Corvus
corax) approach and threaten; it just remains
pressed to the rock wall. Such behaviour is
exceptional (Cramp & Perrins 1993). It may be
linked to Wallcreeper not being a social species
(it lives a solitary life for much of the year, from
September to March).

The conspicuousness in flight bears further
examination. The species shows remarkable
agility flying around rock faces and pinnacles,
usually in fluttering, jerky flight. Its large, broad,
elliptical and butterfly-like wings (very large rela-
tive to its body size) give it great aerial manoeu-
vrability but also enable the bird to utilise several
distinctive modes of flight, depending on whether
it moves a long or short distance, rockets verti-
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cally up the rock wall, or descends a cliff. The
relatively broad tail also contributes to its agility.
The most characteristic flight mode is a climbing
‘zigzag’ in which a bird rapidly extends and
spreads its wings fully, only to shut them abrupt-
ly, the wingbeat cycles being jerky and discon-
tinuous. Another characteristic flight mode is the
descending ‘gliding flight’, much like a falling
leaf, and occurs usually when an adult takes prey
down to the nest-crevice or removes faecal sacs
(pers obs).

Wing colour diversity, involving particular
types of wing-flicking or movement, is best seen
during specific flight displays. For example, a
bird flying in a circle moving its wings at high
frequency will be a male displaying to a female;
the male’s wings give the impression of being
shaken. To an informed observer, the manner in
which the bird moves in flickering flight around
the rocks indicates whether the bird is calm,
excited (registering a partner or a rival) or
frightened (at the presence of a predator).

Conspicuous colouring of the wings in Wall-
creeper also plays a warning role to potential
aerial predators as the species lives in open
rocky environment and also spends much time in
the air. A climbing bird flicking continually with
its wings, and especially a Wallcreeper in ‘zig-
zag' flight, is a very conspicuous creature for
aerial predators, yet not many actual attacks by
these predators are observed.

Specific moulting

Wallcreeper belongs to a small number of Pale-
arctic bird species such as European Robin
Erithacus rubecula and Great Grey Shrike Lanius
excubitor that maintain and defend winter food
territories as well as breeding territories (Cramp
& Perrins 1993). After total feather replacement
in summer (July-August), sexual dimorphism in
Wallcreeper disappears until breeding plumage
reappears. Territorial behaviour becomes even
more pronounced than in spring, even when
birds remain at breeding sites and even between
mates. The mutual intolerance grows stronger
with autumn approaching because Wallcreeper
winter territories suffer from a paucity of food
and can provide sufficient food for only one bird.
At least half the breeding population therefore

has to seek a new territory in which to winter.

At the end of winter, the solitary life of
Wallcreeper ceases and it becomes necessary for
the sexes to recognize each other; otherwise, the
continuation of winter intolerance would tend to
prevent pair-bond formation. However, at this
time (February-March), there is a partial moult,
peculiar to Wallcreeper, limited only to chin,
throat and breast, where the males regain the
black, allowing birds to recognize the sex of
other individuals.

Even during the breeding season, a certain
degree of intolerance remains evident but limited
only to birds of the same sex. Autumn and winter
intolerance (due to the disappearance of sexually
dimorphic plumage at the complete summer
moult), forcing birds to winter separately,
increases the probability of survival because indi-
viduals on their own territories are more likely to
find sufficient food, minimizing local population
losses.

Moult in Wallcreeper serves subtle evolutio-
nary purposes: the summer (complete) moult
removes the visible distinctions between male
and female, thus removing the barriers prevent-
ing intolerance, which in turn drives individuals
to assume solitary winter territories, a survival
strategy that gives the highest probability of indi-
vidual and population success in a food-deficient
environment; the winter (partial) moult restores
the barriers to intolerance at a time when food is
becoming easier to find, permitting courtship,
breeding and raising young. The moult program-
me in Wallcreeper is, therefore, another etho-
logical necessity for the species’ survival.

| am deeply indebted to Michael Blair, who
revised the English text of the manuscript.

References
Cramp, S & Perrins, C M (editors) 1993. The birds of
the Western Palearctic 7. Oxford.
Glutz von Blotzheim, U N & Bauer, K M (editors) 1993.
Handbuch der Vogel Mitteleuropas 13. Wiesbaden.
Lohrl, H 1970. Studies of less familiar birds. 158
Wallcreeper. Br Birds 63: 163-168.

Lohrl, H 1976. Der Mauerldufer. Wittenberg-Luther-
stadt.

Saniga, M 1999. An ecological and ethological study of
Wallcreeper (Tichodroma muraria) in the Slovak
Carpathians. Folia Zoologica Monographs 2: 1-56.

Miroslav Saniga, Institute of Forest Ecology, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Research Station,

322

SK-976 02 Staré Hory, Slovakia (uelsav@bb.sanet.sk)



Hybrid Yellowhammer x Pine
Bunting in central France
in May-June 2002

In May 2002, | started ringing at Lussac-les-
Chateaux, Vienne, France (46:24 N, 00:43 E), in
a heathland with many excavated pools and iso-
lated willows and pines. This site is monitored
according to the STOC-capture program, ie, the
‘constant effort site’ program running in France. It
holds a large breeding population of Yellow-
hammer Emberiza citrinella (10s of pairs) and
also good numbers of this species in winter.

On 27 May 2002, | captured an adult male
bunting that readily attracted attention by its
atypical colouration. The classic yellow colour
on head and vent was intriguingly pale and
recalled the yellowish colour displayed by male
Cirl Bunting E cirlus and by some hybrids
Yellowhammer x Pine Bunting E leucocephalos
depicted in Panov et al (2003). The central
crown-stripe, supercilium and ear-coverts were
the palest parts of the head, with the chin, throat
and forehead being a deeper yellow, as was the
lower breast, reminiscent of a male Yellow-
hammer. The vent was pale yellowish, contrast-

347 Hybrid Yellowhammer x Pine Bunting / hybride
Geelgors x Witkopgors Emberiza citrinella x leucoce-
phalos, adult male, Lussac-les-Chateaux, Vienne,

France, 27 May 2002 (Bernard Liégeois)

[Dutch Birding 25: 323-326, 2003]

ing with the darker lower breast. Other features
unusual for a normal Yellowhammer were: a
rufous patch along the moustachial stripe on the
cheek (within the sub-moustachial area); rufous
spots at the bill base (close to the nostrils); a
large olive-grey nape patch; and a very large
rufous band across the upper and lower chest,
extending largely on the flanks (without an olive
band on upper chest). On the face, the lateral
crown-stripe, eye-stripe, border of the ear-coverts
and moustachial stripe were prominent and very
dark, almost blackish-grey, reminiscent of Cirl or
Pine Bunting. These features, combined with the
pale yellowish colour of the head, gave this bird
a very particular appearance. Some other charac-
ters were more typical of adult male Yellow-
hammer, such as the completely bright rufous
rump and uppertail-coverts (although this also
fits Pine Bunting), rufous streaks on lower flanks
and rufous malar stripe. There was no rufous
around the eye.

The bird was photographed, ringed and meas-
ured (wing length 82.5 mm). It was recaptured
28 days later, on 24 June 2002, and still had a
protruding cloaca.

Birds with chestnut spotted or full malar stripes
occur frequently in various populations of
Yellowhammer (Cramp & Perrins 1994), and
almost all adult males at Lussac-les-Chateaux
showed such chestnut malar stripes (plate 350-
358). Birds with rufous patches elsewhere on
head, throat or upper chest occur mainly in east-
ern European Russia and Asia, probably due to
introgression of Pine Bunting characters (Cramp
& Perrins 1994). The plumage pattern of the trap-
ped bird certainly indicates some kind of hybrid
between Yellowhammer and Pine Bunting, espe-
cially because of the pale yellow colour on head
and vent, the dark and prominent lateral crown-
stripe and border of ear-coverts, and the rufous
patch along the submoustachial stripe and on the
forehead (plate 347-349). However, the bird did
not resemble any of the hybrids depicted in
Byers et al (1995), Aye & Schweizer (2003) or
Panov et al (2003). As stated by Byers et al
(1995), second, third, fourth, and older genera-
tion hybrids should look increasingly similar to
one of the parent species, as the genes of the
other parent become diluted, so that any inter-
mediate plumage can be expected. The same
authors report that Yellowhammers with Pine
Bunting genes show a paler mantle and flank and
an increased amount of rufous on the underparts;
males tend to show a blacker forehead and later-
al crown-stripe and a blacker and more promi-
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348-349 Hybrid Yellowhammer x Pine Bunting / hybri-
de Geelgors x Witkopgors Emberiza citrinella x leuco-
cephalos, adult male, Lussac-les-Chateaux, Vienne,
France, 27 May 2002 (Bernard Liégeois). The presence
of rufous on the forehead and along the sub-mous-
tachial stripe, and the pale yellowish head indicate the
hybrid origin of this bird. Note also the very extensive
rufous band on upper and lower chest, the pale yellow-
ish central crown-stripe, the darkness of the lateral
crown-stripe and the extent of the olive neck-patch.
350-352 Yellowhammers / Geelgorzen Emberiza citri-
nella, adult males, Lussac-les-Chateaux, Vienne,
France, 2 May 2003 (Frédéric Jiguet). Three different
males, trapped at the same site in the year following
the capture of the hybrid.
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353-357 Yellowhammers / Geelgorzen Emberiza citri-
nella, adult males, Drigas, Causse Méjean, Lozere,
France, 14 May 2003 (Frédéric Jiguet). Five different
individuals showing variation in head pattern, with
chestnut malar stripe either absent, present as spots or
well marked, even turning up at the lower end, thus
appearing to extend on the submoustachial stripe.
Some birds show some rufous feathers on the orbital
ring, although this is of very limited extent, and should
be considered as normal variation for Yellowhammer.
One bird (plate 357) shows brown feathers on the fore-
head close to the nostrils but this character alone does
not indicate Pine Bunting E leucocephalos genes
introgression.
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s

358 Yellowhammer / Geelgors Emberiza citrinella, adult male, Lussac-les-Chateaux, Vienne, France, 2 May 2003

(Frédéric Jiguet). Most males captured on this site showed a more or less obvious rufous malar stripe and an

obvious olive band on the upper chest but no bird other than the hybrid in plate 347-349 displayed any rufous on
the forehead or along the sub-moustachial stripes as well as a complete and extensive rufous chest band.

nent border to the ear-coverts. Most of these cri-
teria fit the bird captured at Lussac-les-Chateaux
very well. In pale-morph hybrids, such as those
reported in Aye & Schweizer (2003), the sub-
moustachial area is rufous to a varying degree,
the throat is white or rufous and the ground
colour of the head is usually pure white but may
be pale yellow (Byers et al 1995). Our bird was
quite similar to such birds but with a pale yellow
head and deep yellow lower breast. Maybe more
interestingly, its prolonged presence late in the
spring and its physiological reproductive state
(protruding cloaca) suggest that this hybrid was
perhaps part of the local breeding population, in
central western France, a few 1000s km away
from populations where hybrids are known to
breed (Panov et al 2003). Could this bird have
emigrated from the secondary contact zone of
Yellowhammer and Pine Bunting to France, or
did any Pine Bunting ever breed in France,
leaving some genes in this population at least?
Perhaps this bird (or one of its parents o