


Dutch Birding

Internationaal tijdschrift over
Palearctische vogels

REDACTIE

Dutch Birding

Postbus 116

2080 AC Santpoort-Zuid
Nederland

fax 023-5376749

e-mail editors@dutchbirding.n}

FOTOREDACTIE

Dutch Birding

p/a René Pop

Postbus 31

1790 AA Den Burg-Texel
Nederland

e-mail rene.pop@dutchbirding.nl

ABONNEMENTENADMINISTRATIE
p/a Jeannette Admiraal
lepenlaan 11

1901 ST Castricum
Nederland

e-mail circulation@dutchbirding.nl

BESTUUR

Dutch Birding Association
Postbus 75611

1070 AP Amsterdam
Nederland

e-mail dba@dutchbirding.nl

COMMISSIE DWAALGASTEN
NEDERLANDSE AVIFAUNA
CDNA

Postbus 45

2080 AA Santpoort-Zuid
Nederland

e-mail cdna@dutchbirding.nl

COMMISSIE SYSTEMATIEK
NEDERLANDSE AVIFAUNA
CSNA, ﬁ/a George Sangster
Stevenshof 17

2312 GM Leiden

Nederland

e-mail csna@dutchbirding.nl

TELEFOONLINEN

0900-BIRDING (= 0900-2473464)

(vogellijn, EUR 0.35/min)
010-4281212 (inspreeklijn)

INTERNET
www.dutchbirding.nl

Dutch Birding

HoorpREDACTEUR Arnoud van den Berg (tel 023-5378024,
e-mail arnoucl.van.den.berg@dutchbirding.n}

ADJUNCT HOOFDREDACTEUR Enno Ebels (tel 030-2961335, e-mail enno.ebels@dutchbirding.nl)

UITVOEREND REDACTEUR André van Loon (tel / fax 020-6997585,
e-mail andre.van.loon@dutchbirding.nl)

FOTOGRAFISCH REDACTEUR René Pap (tel 0222-316801, fax 0222-316802,
e-mail rene.pop@clutchbirding.nl)

REDACTIERAAD Peter Adriaens, Ferdy Hieselaar, Roy Slaterus, Roland van der Vliet en Rik
Winters

REDACTIE-ADVIESRAAD Peter Barthel, Mark Constantine, Gunter De Smet, Dick Forsman,
Ricard Gutiérrez, Anthony McGeehan, Killian Mullarney, Klaus Malling Olsen, Magnus
Robb, George Sangster, Hadoram Shirihai, Brian Small en Lars Svensson

REDACTIEMEDEWERKERS Rob van Bemmelen, Marten van Di 1I, Ruud van Dongen, Gerald Dries-
sens, Nils van Duivendijk, loris Elst, Dick Groenendijk, Klaas Haas, Marcel Haas, Jan van der
Laan, Hans van der Meulen, André van der Plas, Kees Roselaar, René van Rossum en Peter
de Rouw

PRODUCTIE EN LAY-0OUT André van Loon en René Pop

ADVERTENTIES Laurens Steijn, p/a Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam
e-mail advertising@dutchbirding.nl

ABONNEMENTEN De abonnementsprijs voor 2006 bedraagt: EUR 32.00 (Nederland), FUR
35.00 (Europa) en EUR 38.00 (landen buiten Europa).

U kunt zich abonneren door het overmaken van de abonnementsprijs op girorekening
01 50 697 (Nederland), girorekening 000 1592468 19 (Belgié) of bankrekening
54 93 30 348 van ABNeAMRO (Castricum), ovy ‘abonnement Dutch Birding'. Alle reke-
ningen zijn ten name van de Dutch Birding Association. Het abonnement gaat in na
ontvangst van de betaling.

Dutch Birding is een tweemaandelijks tijdschrift. Hel publiceert originele artikelen en
mededelingen over morfologie, systematiek, voorkomen en verspreiding van vogels in de
Benelux, Europa en elders in het Palearctische gebied. Het publiceert tevens bijdragen over
vogels in het Aziatisch-Pacifische gebied en andere gebieden.

De volgorde van vogels in Dutch Birding volgt in eerste instantie een klassieke ‘Wetmore
indeling’. Binnen dit raamwerk worden voor laxonomie en naamgeving de volgende
overzichten aangehouden: Duich Birding-namen door A B van den Berg {2006, Amsterdam)
{taxonomie en wetenschappelijke, Nederlandse en Engelse namen van West-Palearctische
vogels); Vogels van de wereld — complete checklist door M Walters (1997, Baarn)
(Nederlandse namen van overige vogels van de wereld); en The Howard and Moore
complete checklist of the birds of the world (derde editie) door E C Dickinson (redactie)
(2003, Londen) (taxonomie en welenschappelijke en Engelse namen van overige vogels van
de wereld).

Een lijst met tarieven voor de vergoeding van auteurs, fotografen en tekenaars is verkrijgbaar
bij de redactie.

Dutch Birding Association

Bestuur Theo Admiraal (penningmeester), Gijsbert van der Bent (voorzitter, tel 071-
4024547), Wielze Janse, Marc Plomp (secretaris, tel 0348-433730) en Laurens Steijn; tevens
is de redactie van Dutch Birding met een zetel vertegenwoordigd.

BESTUURSMEDEWERKERS Jeannette Admiraal, Leon Boon, Martijn Bot, Lucien Davids, Arjan van
Egmond, Albert van den Ende, Klaas Haas, Marcel Haas, Leo Heemskerk, Arnold Meijer,
Chris van Rijswijk, Henk van Rijswijk, Willem van Ri%swi'k, Vincent van der Spek, Marcel
Scholte, Michel Veldt, Jeroen van Vianen en Peter Weiland.

Commissie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA)

Lepen Ruud Brouwer, Bert de Bruin (secretaris, tel 050-5716672), Nils van Duivendijk, Dick
Groenendijk, Teus Luijendijk, Laurens Steijn, Roland van der Vliet (voorzitter, tel 030-
2970013), Arend Wassink en Pim Wolf. Mepewerker Max Berlijn (archivaris). De CDNA is
een commissie van de Dutch Birding Association en de Nederlandse Ornithologische Unie.

Commissie Systematiek Nederlandse Avifauna (CSNA)
Lepen Arnoud van den Berg, André van Loon, Kees Roselaar en George Sangster (secretaris,
tel 071-5143790). De CSNA is een commissie van de Dutch Birding Association en de
Nederlandse Ornithologische Unie.

© 2006 Stichting Dutch Birding Association. Het copyright van de foto’s en tekeningen blijft
bij de fotografen en tekenaars. [SSN 0167-2878.

Drukkerij robstolk®, Mauritskade 55, 1092 AD Amsterdam, Nederland




Dutch Birding

CHiefF EDITOR Arnoud van den Berg (tel +31-235378024,
e-mail arnoud.van.den.berg@dutchbirding.nl)

DEPUTY CHIEF EDITOR Enno Ebels (lel +31-302961335, e-mail enno.ebels@dutchbirding.nl)

EXECUTIVE EDITOR André van Loon (tel / fax +31-206997585,
e-mail andre.van.loon@dutchbirding.nl)

PHOTOGRAPHIC EDITOR René Pop (tel +31-222316801, fax +31-222316802,
e-mail rene.pop@dutchbirding.nl)

EDITORIAL BOARD Peler Adriaens, Ferdy Hieselaar, Roy Slaterus, Roland van der Vliet and Rik
Winters

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD Peter Barthel, Mark Constantine, Gunter De Smet, Dick Forsman,
Ricard Gutiérrez, Anthony McGeehan, Killian Mullarney, Klaus Malling Olsen, Magnus
Robb, George Sangster, Hacdloram Shirihai, Brian Small and Lars Svensson

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS Rob van Bemmelen, Marten van Dijl, Ruud van Dongen, Gerald Dries-
sens, Nils van Duivendijk, Joris Elst, Dick Groenendijk, Klaas Haas, Marcel Haas, Jan van
der Laan, Hans van der Meulen, André van der Plas, Kees Roselaar, René van Rossum and
Peter de Rouw

PRODUCTION AND 1AY-0UT André van Loon and René Pop

ADVERTISING Laurens SteiLn, ¢/o Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam
e-mail advertising@dutchbirding.nl

SUBSCRIPTIONS The subscription rate for 2006 is: EUR 32.00 (Netherlands), EUR 35.00
(Europe) and EUR 38.00 (countries outside Europe).

Subscribers in Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Norway and Sweden are kindly
requested to pay the subscription fee to our local bank accounts in these countries. Details
can be found on the internet (www.dutchbirding.nl}.

British subscribers are requested to pay exclusively by Sterling cheque. This cheque can be
sent to Dutch Birding, cfo Jeannette Admiraal, lepenlaan 11, 1901 ST Castricum,
Netherlands. k

Subscribers in other countries can make their payment by credit card (Access, Furocard,
MasterCard or Visa). Please send an e-mail indicating your credit card type, account
number, the expiry date and full address details o circulation@dutchbirding.nl.

The subscription starts upon receipt of payment and already published issues will be sent,

Dutch Birding is a himunthlr journal. It publishes original papers and notes on morphology,
systematics, occurrence and distribution of birds in the Benelux, Europe and elsewhere in
the Palearctic region. It also publishes contributions on birds in the Asian-Pacific region anc
other regions.

The sequence of birds in Dutch Birding basically follows a classic "Wetmore sequence’, Within
this framework, the following lists are used for taxonomy and nomenclature: Dutch Birding’s
names by A B van den Berg (2006, Amsterdam) (taxonomy and scientific, Dutch and English
names of Western Palearctic birds); Vogels van de wereld — complete checklist by M Wallers
(1997, Baarn) (Dutch names of remaining birds of the world); and The Howard and Moore
complete checklist of the birds of the world (third edition) by E C Dickinson {editor) (2003,
London) (taxonomy and scientific and English names of remaining birds of the world).

Adschedule of payment rates for authors, photographers and artists is available from the
editors.

Dutch Birding Association

Boarp Theo Admiraal (treasurer), Gijshert van der Bent (president, tel +31-714024547),
Wietze Janse, Marc Plomp (secretary, tel +31-348433730) and Laurens Steijn; the editors of
Dutch Birding also have one seat in the board.

BOARD AssisTanTs Jeannette Admiraal, Leon Boon, Martijn Bot, Lucien Davids, Arjan van
Egmond, Albert van den Ende, Klaas Haas, Marcel Haas, Leo Heemskerk, Armold Meijer,
Chris van Rijswijk, Henk van Rijswijk, Willem van Rijswijk, Vincent van der Spek, Marcel
Scholte, Michel Veldt, Jeroen van Vianen and Peter Weiland.

Dutch rarities committee (CDNA)

Memaeers Ruud Brouwer, Bert de Bruin (secretary, tel +31-505716672), Nils van Duivendijk,
Dick Groenendijk, Teus Luijendijk, Laurens Steijn, Roland van der Vliet (chairman, tel +31-
302970013), Arend Wassink and Pim Wolf. AssisTANT Max Berlijn (archivist). The CDNA is
a committee of the Dutch Birding Association and the Netherlands Ornithologists’ Union,

Dutch committee for avian systematics (CSNA)

Memgers Amoud van den Berg, André van Loon, Kees Roselaar and George Sangster
(secretary, tel +31-715143790). The CSNA is a committee of the Dutch Birding Association
and the Netherlands Ornithologists” Union.

© 2006 Stichting Dutch Birding Association. The copyright of the photographs and
drawings remains with the photographers and artists. ISSN' 0167-2878.

Printed by drukkerij robstolk®, Mauritskade 55, 1092 AD Amsterdam, Netherlands

Dutch Birding

International journal on
Palearctic birds

EDITORS

Dutch Birding

Postbus 116

2080 AC Santpoort-Zuid
Netherlands

fax +31-235376749

e-mail editors@dutchbirding.nl

PHOTOGRAPHIC EDITOR

Dutch Birding

c/o René Pop

Postbus 31

1790 AA Den Burg-Texel
Netherlands

e-mail rene.pop@dutchbirding.nl

SUBSCRIPTION ADMINISTRATION
c/o Jeannette Admiraal
lepenlaan 11

1901 ST Castricum
Netherlands

e-mail circulation@dutchbirding.nl

BOARD

Dutch Birding Association
Postbus 75611

1070 AP Amsterdam
Netherlands

e-mail dba@dutchbirding.nl

DUTCH RARITIES COMMITTEE
CDNA

Postbus 45

2080 AA Santpoort-Zuid
Netherlands

e-mail cdna@dutchbirding.nl

DUTCH COMMITTEE FOR
AVIAN SYSTEMATICS

CSNA, c/o George Sangster
Stevenshof 17

2312 GM Leiden
Netherlands

e-mail csna@dutchbirding.nl

INTERNET
www.dutchbirding.nl




Dutch Birding

Artikelen /
papers

Recensies / reviews

Aankondigingen & verzoeken /
announcements & requests

DBA-niguws

Masters of Mystery

WP reports

Recente meldingen / recent reports

DB Actueel

Voorplaat / front cover

JAARGANG 28 NUMMER 3 2006

133

140

158
162

164
165

165

166
167

170
182
190
192

VOLUME 28 NUMBER 3 2006

Kroeskoppelikaan en Roze Pelikaan in Deltagebied en Zuidwest-Friesland in
juni 1975-oktober 1976 [Dalmatian Pelican and Great White Pelican in the
Netherlands in June 1975-October 1976] Enno B Fbels, Arie van den Berg &
Rob Goldbach

Moult and plumage variation in immature Lesser Black-backed Gulls in the
Netherlands Rik Winters

Primary moult of Baltic Gull during the first 15 months Hannu Koskinen, Visa
Rauste

Restricted moult in second calendar-year Baltic Gull Ruud G M Altenburg,
Mars | M Muusse, Bert-Jan Luijendijk &Theo O V Muusse

Nature’s music. the science of birdsong by Peter Marler & Hans Slabbekoorn
Magnus S Robb

Birdpix. De beste foto’s deel Il door Daan Schoonhoven (eindredactie)
Arnoud B van den Berg

Flamingo’s te Zwillbrocker Venn; Heeft de Koekoek overlevingskansen?;
Birds of Britain: the complete checklist; The birds of Kazakhstan; Digiscoper
van het jaar

Rare Bird Alerts, nu met profielen!; Dutch Birding-ranking

Solutions of second round 2006: Lesser Sand Plover and Olive-backed Pipit;
Third round 2006 Rob S A van Bemmelen & Dick Groenendijk

late March-early May 2006 Arnoud B van den Berg & Marcel Haas

Nederland: maart-april 2006 Ruud M van Dongen, Klaas Haas & Peter W W
de Rouw
Belgié: maart-april 2006 Gerald Driessens

ltaliaanse Kwikstaarten te Camperduin en bij Flevocentrale [AsHy-HEADED
WacTaILs|; Groene Reiger te Amsterdam [GReeN HERON]; Zanggors op
Kabbelaarsbank [SONG SParRROW]; Spectaculaire influx van Dunbekmeeuwen
[SLENDER-BILLED GulLsl; Amerikaanse Bosruiter bij Wissenkerke [SoOLITARY
SANDPIPER] :

Grijze Wouw / Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus, Sidi Bou Rhaba, Kenitra,
Marokko, 26 maart 2006 (Arnoud B van den Berg)



Kroeskoppelikaan en Roze Pelikaan
in Deltagebied en Zuidwest-Friesland
in juni 1975-oktober 1976

Enno B Ebels, Arie van den Berg & Rob Goldbach

p 25 juni 1975 voer Arie van den Berg, schipper

en bewaker bij Staatsbosbeheer, op de Greve-
lingen van de Punt van Goeree, Zuid-Holland, naar
haven Den Osse, Zeeland. Rond 14:00 nam hij twee
opvallend grote witte vogels waar die in noordelijke
richting vlogen. Om c 16:30 voer hij naar de plaat
waar ze waren neergestreken en benaderde ze zo dicht
mogelijk, tot op ¢ 200 m. Met zijn verrekijker kon hij
duidelijk waarnemen dat het pelikanen Pelecanus
waren. De ene had vleeskleurige poten, een vaal oran-
je keelzak, een oranje met grijze bovensnavel en een
wit verenkleed met een geelachtige gloed op de borst.
De andere had grijze poten en een grijze bovensnavel,
een oranjeachtige keelzak en een vuilwit verenkleed.
Beide waren ongeringd en konden goed vliegen. Toen
ze opvlogen bleven ze enige tijd cirkelen; daarna daal-
den ze en begonnen ze te foerageren. In vlucht ver-
toonde de ene pelikaan veel zwart aan de onderzijde
van de vleugel en de andere veel zwart aan de boven-
zijde maar een vuilwitte ondervleugel. Bij het zwem-
men lagen beide erg hoog op het water. AvdB conclu-
deerde na het raadplegen van een vogelgids dat het om
een Roze Pelikaan P onocrotalus en een Kroeskop-
pelikaan P crispus ging. Een dag later, op 26 juni, kon
AvdB de determinatie met de hulp van John Beijers-
bergen en René Beijersbergen bevestigen. De Roze
Pelikaan werd de volgende ochtend tot 08:00 gezien
en was op 1 juli weer terug in de Grevelingen. In de
vroege ochtend van 14 juli werd hij hier voor het laatst
gezien. De Kroeskoppelikaan bleef aanmerkelijk langer
in het Zeeuwse en Zuid-Hollandse Deltagebied. Hij
werd buiten de Grevelingen gezien op het Haringvliet,
Zuid-Holland, op Schouwen-Duiveland, Zeeland, in de
Dordtsche Biesbosch, Zuid-Holland, en in het Veerse
Meer, Zeeland (zie tabel 1). Op laatstgenoemde plek
werd de vogel waargenomen op 18 november om
12:00 door Henk Baptist. Hij belde AvdB en Luuk
Zwiers die om c 13:30 een Kroeskoppelikaan op de
Grevelingen aantroffen. Dit betekent dat de vogel in
korte tijd c 25 km naar het noorden moet zijn gevlo-
gen. De laatste waarneming was op 17 december 1975
(zie tabel 1).

De waarneming van beide pelikanen werd fotogra-
fisch gedocumenteerd door Johannes Hameeteman uit
Ouddorp, Zuid-Holland, met een foto waarop ze naast
elkaar te zien zijn. Tijdens het verblijf van beide pelika-
nen zijn ook televisieopnamen gemaakt door een
cameraploeg van de NOS met nieuwslezer Fred
Emmer, in aanwezigheid van AvdB, HB en René van

[Dutch Birding 28: 133-139, 2006]

Loo (René van Loo in litt). Het geval werd op 27
november 1975 ingediend bij de Commissie voor de
Nederlandse Avifauna (CNA) door districtambtenaar
hoofdassistent A van Staatsbosbeheer Willem van der
Wielen, met een toelichting van AvdB. Algemeen werd
destijds aangenomen dat alle pelikanen in Nederland
uit gevangenschap ontsnapt moesten zijn, hoewel
Meininger et al (1984) reeds aangaven dat een wilde
herkomst niet helemaal kon worden uitgesloten. In
2002, nadat er inmiddels zeven Roze Pelikanen voor
de Nederlandse lijst waren aanvaard en een wilde
Kroeskoppelikaan evenmin voor onmogelijk werd
gehouden, werd de waarneming opnieuw behandeld.
Op 2 januari 1976 stond Rob Goldbach voor zijn
vakantiehuisje Seehanne op ‘t Mirnster Klif bij Mirns,
Friesland, toen hij om c 10:00 een zeer grote vogel zag
naderen vanuit de richting van de oostelijker gelegen
Oudemirdumerklif. Hij dacht een moment aan een
Zeearend Haliaeetus albicilla maar al snel zag hij dat
het om een pelikaan ging. Deze vloog laag over het
water (vlieghoogte ¢ 5 m), naderde steeds dichter en
draaide op ¢ 200 m om, maakte twee rondjes en streek
neer op het lJsselmeer, ¢ 50 m van de rietrand. RG kon
door het weiland tot op een afstand van ongeveer 200
m komen en de zwemmende vogel goed bekijken. De
determinatie als Kroeskoppelikaan was dankzij de
beperkte waarnemingsafstand eenvoudig. Na enige
minuten vloog hij weer op en ging laag voorbij (mini-
male afstand 120 m) richting de westelijker gelegen
Mokkebank waar hij neerstreek en in het zeer ondiepe
water ging staan. Voor zover RG de poten kon zien (tot
vrijwel bij de tenen), droeg de vogel geen ring. Na 10
min, om 10:50, vloog hij weer op en verdween richting
west ‘om de hoek’ van de Mokkebank, richting Starum
(Stavoren), Friesland. Rijden naar het ten westen van de
Mokkebank gelegen Laaxum, Friesland, leverde niets
op; kennelijk was hij verder doorgevlogen. Al met al
had RG hem ten minste 45 min gezien. De volgende
dag, 3 januari, gingen RG en zijn vrouw Evelien
Goldbach-van Hoorn naar de Lauwersmeer, Friesland/
Groningen — na te hebben vastgesteld dat de pelikaan
zich niet op de Mokkebank bevond. Na terugkomst
was het zeer slecht weer geworden met noordwester-
storm (windkracht 10); deze weersomstandigheden
waren er debet aan dat RG zelfs geen poging waagde
de vogel ergens in Zuidwest-Friesland terug te vinden.
Het weer op 4 januari was aanzienlijk beter en RG kon
’s ochtends vanaf het huisje de Mokkebank en omge-
ving uitstekend zien. Aanvankelijk was er geen teken
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van de pelikaan maar om 11:40 uur zag hij hem plotse-
ling staan op ¢ 800 m afstand op de droge zandplaat
van de Mokkebank. Om 14:30 uur reed RG met de
auto naar de Mokkebank en kon de vogel daar op 100-
120 m afstand vanaf de voet van de dijk zien staan. RG
kon met zijn 10x40 kijker nu goed de volledige loop-
benen en tenen (zwemvliezen) bekijken en definitief
vaststellen dat deze ongeringd waren. Naast de al op 2
januari genoteerde kenmerken zoals het zilverwitte
verenkleed, de grijzige en warrige kuif, de loodgrijze
poten, het ontbreken van een kale oogstreek en de fel
oranje keelzak, zag RG nu ook een lichtgele borstvlek,
vooral als de vogel in slaaphouding was. RG kon hem
tot 15:30 bekijken.

RG kende geen plaatselijke vogelaars en hij besloot
daarom Jan Wattel te bellen, het enige hem bekende
lid van de toenmalige CNA. JW stimuleerde RG om het
geval in te dienen maar RG zag daarvan af; hij
verwachtte een afwijzing omdat het een eenmanswaar-
neming betrof (zijn vrouw, als niet-onafhankelijke
waarnemer, buiten beschouwing latend) zonder foto-
grafische documentatie. Vervolgens belde RG alle
Nederlandse dierentuinen en een aantal vogelparken
en kon verifiéren dat er op dat moment geen Kroeskop-
pelikanen in Nederland in gevangenschap werden
gehouden, laat staan waren ontsnapt.

Op 12 augustus 1976 werd naar wordt aangenomen
dezelfde Kroeskoppelikaan weer in het Deltagebied
gezien (zie tabel 1). Op 11 en 18 oktober 1976 zagen
HB en Peter Meininger hem nabij respectievelijk de
Hompelvoet en op de Ventjagersplaten in het Haring-
vliet. Op 11 oktober voeren zij met een boot op de
Grevelingen en zagen hem zitten op een grote paal:
het was een grote pelikaan met ‘kroezige kop’ en onge-
ringde poten. Bij nadering van het schip vloog hij op
en was de lichte ondervleugel met donkere vleugeltop
zichtbaar (Peter Meininger in litt). Op 18 oktober werd
hij ook gedurende c 1.5 uur op c 200 m afstand gezien
door 12 deelnemers aan een excursie van Vogelwacht
‘Delft en omstreken’ bij de Kilhaven, Punt van Goeree,
Zuid-Holland (Mostert & Middelkoop 1977). Beide
waarnemingen op 18 oktober bevestigen dat hij zich
vrij snel door het Deltagebied kon verplaatsen; de
afstand tussen beide locaties is ¢ 30 km. De laatste
melding was op 24 oktober 1976.

Op 23 december 1975 was er een melding van een
Roze Pelikaan bij ‘t Mirnster Klif door W Loode en A D
Loode-Beekenkamp. De ingediende beschrijving is te
summier om aanvaarding te verantwoorden, hoewel de
vleeskleurige poten en de roze gloed over het veren-
kleed werden genoteerd. Op 4 januari 1976 rond
13:00, dus op het zelfde moment als de waarneming
van RG bij 't Mirnster Klif, zagen E C Smith en Jules
Philippona een pelikaan bij de Steile Bank. De zeer
korte beschrijving (‘ondervleugel gedeeltelijk zwart,
rechtervleugel mist anderhalve pen’) duidt op een Roze
Pelikaan maar liet geen aanvaarding door de Commis-
sie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) toe.
Hoewel RG deze tweede pelikaan tijdens zijn verblijf
in Friesland van 1 tot 5 januari 1976 niet heeft gezien,
is het in retrospectief dus mogelijk dat beide pelikanen
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zich na hun verblijf in het Deltagebied naar de zuid-
kust van Friesland hadden verplaatst.

Ruim 25 jaren liep RG met zijn waarneming rond
zonder er iets mee te doen, omdat indiening naar zijn
verwachting slechts tot afwijzing zou leiden.
Aanleiding om het geval in mei 2002 alsnog in te die-
nen was het feit dat het met foto’s gedocumenteerde
geval uit 1975, met slechts enkele weken tijdsverschil
tussen de laatste datum in het Deltagebied (17 decem-
ber 1975) en de waarneming in Zuidwest-Friesland,
opnieuw door de CDNA in behandeling werd geno-
men.

Beschrijving Kroeskoppelikaan

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op de foto van JH
(Grevelingen) en notities van HB, AvdB, F ] Mayenburg
en PM (Grevelingen) en notities en veldschetsen van
RG (Mokkebank).

GROOTTE & BOUW  Typische pelikaan vanwege groot for-
maat, brede vleugels, korte staart, relatief korte poten en lange
snavel met keelzak.

KOP Slordige kuif op kruin, geheel (grijs)wit bevederde oog-
streek.

BOVEN- EN ONDERDELEN Volledig grijswit tot zilverkleurig
met lichtgele borstvlek.

VLEUGEL Bovenvleugel met zeer donkere, vrijwel zwarte,
handpennen; armpennen duidelijk enige tinten donkerder grijs
dan voorvleugel, grijze achterrand vormend. Ondervleugel
geheel licht, zonder donkere handpennen (RG) of met uitslui-
tend zwarte slagpenpunten (HB).

NAAKTE DELEN Snavel grijs. Keelzak fel oranje (RG) tot oran-
jegeel (HB & PM). Poot loodgrijs (RG) tot donker vleeskleurig
(HB & PM).

RUI & SLEET Intacte, gave vleugels, geen gebroken pennen;
geen ontbrekende hand- of armpennen.

VLUCHT Gemakkelijk vliegend (af en toe een slag) en glij-
dend (meeste tijd), ‘als vanzelf’.

GEDRAG Bij zwemmen erg hoog in water liggend. Tijdens
foerageren bijna ‘op kop’ staand en peddelend met poten als
gans. Snavel schuin omhoog stekend bij doorslikken van voed-
sel. Tijdens rusten door poten zakkend en snavel tegen borst
leggend of (tijdens slapen) op rug. Vrij schuw tot zeer schuw.
Bij foerageren onder andere paling vangend in water van ¢ 50
cm diep.

Beschrijving Roze Pelikaan
De beschrijving is gebaseerd op de foto van JH en op
notities van AvdB.

GROOTTE & BOUW Typische pelikaan vanwege groot for-
maat, brede vleugels, korte staart, relatief korte poten en lange
snavel met keelzak. Formaat op basis van foto in Grevelingen
vergelijkbaar met andere pelikaan.

KOP Wit.

BOVEN- EN ONDERDELEN Wit met geelachtige gloed op
borst.

VLEUGEL Ondervleugel met veel zwart.

NAAKTE DELEN Bovensnavel grotendeels oranje met enig
grijs. Keelzak vaal oranje. Poot vleeskleurig.

GEDRAG  Bij zwemmen erg hoog in water liggend. Tijdens
foerageren bijna ‘op kop’ staand en peddelend met poten als
gans. Snavel schuin omhoog stekend bij doorslikken van voed-
sel. Tijdens rusten door poten zakkend en snavel tegen borst
leggend of (tijdens slapen) op rug.
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TABEL 1 Overzicht van datums en plaatsen van waarnemingen van Kroeskoppelikaan Pelecanus crispus in Nederland in 1975-76 /

survey of dates and localities of observations of Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus in the Netherlands in 1975-76 (cf Mostert &

Middelkoop 1977, Beijersbergen & van den Berg 1980, Meininger et al 1984, Werkgroep Avifauna Natuur- en Vogelwacht
Schouwen Duiveland 1986; Peter Meininger in litt; CONA-archief)

Datum Locatie

25 juni 1975 Hompelvoet, Grevelingen, Zuid-Holland
26 juni 1975 Grevelingen

begin juli 1975 Kreken bij Ouwerkerk, Zeeland

juli 1975 Haamstede, Zuid-Holland

9 augustus 1975
23 september 1975
14 oktober 1975

Grevelingen
Hompelvoet, Grevelingen

Waarnemer(s)
A van den Berg

A van den Berg, ] Beijersbergen, R Beijersbergen
R van Loo

A van den Berg, G Slob

6 november 1975
18 november 1975, 12:00

Springersdiep nabij De Punt, Grevelingen
Springersdiep nabij De Punt, Grevelingen
Middelplaten, Veerse Meer, Zeeland

A van den Berg, L Zwiers
H ) M Baptist, A van den Berg, L Zwiers
H J M Baptist

18 november 1975, 13:30
20 november 1975
15 december 1975
17 december 1975
2-4 januari 1976
12 augustus 1976
16 augustus 1976
19 augustus 1976
26 augustus 1976
5 september 1976
11 oktober 1976
18 oktober 1976
18 oktober 1976
20 oktober 1976
24 oktober 1976

Grevelingen
Grevelingen

Mokkebank, Friesland

Ventjagersplaten, Haringvliet
Ventjagersplaten, Haringvliet
Ventjagersplaten, Haringvliet
Ventjagersplaten, Haringvliet
Hompelvoet, Grevelingen

Ventjagersplaten, Haringvliet

Grevelingen
Ventjagersplaten, Haringvliet

Dordtsche Biesbosch, Zuid-Holland
Grevelingen nabij Herkingen, Zuid-Holland

Ventjagersplaten, Haringvliet, Zuid-Holland

Kilhaven, Punt van Goeree, Zuid-Holland

A van den Berg, L Zwiers

L de Munnik

A van den Berg, F Mayenburg, G Slob, L Zwiers
R Goldbach, E Goldbach-van Hoorn
H F van der Lee

H J M Baptist, G L Ouweneel

H F van der Lee

H F van der Lee

H F van der Lee

H J M Baptist, P L Meininger

H J M Baptist, P L Meininger

H Middelkoop, K Mostert et al

H F van der Lee

Determinatie

Kroeskoppelikaan

De combinatie van groot formaat, brede, gevingerde
vleugels, korte staart, relatief korte poten en lange sna-
vel met keelzak past alleen op een pelikaan. Het over-
wegend grijswitte verenkleed met zwarte handpennen,
de gele borstvlek, de borstelige kuif en het ontbreken
van een kale roze oogstreek rondom het oog en tussen
oog en snavel passen op Kroeskoppelikaan en sluiten
Roze Pelikaan uit. Roze Pelikaan heeft een witter
verenkleed (in het broedseizoen met roze tint), zwarte
arm- en handpennen op de ondervleugel die daardoor
sterk zwart-wit is getekend, een meer contrasterende
geeloranje borstvlek, een minder rommelige afhangen-
de kuif op de achterkop en een opvallende roze oog-
streek rondom het oog en tussen oog en snavel. De
keelzak is bij Kroeskoppelikaan oranje en bij Roze
Pelikaan wat meer geelachtig. De oranje kleur van de
keelzak en het ontbreken van bruingrijze vlektekening
op de bovendelen en vleugel duiden op een adulte
vogel. Voor de zekerheid dienen ook andere, uit
gevangenschap ontsnapte, pelikanen te worden uitge-
sloten (cf Harrison 1985, Zwaaneveld & Ebels 1994,
Barthel 2004). Kleine Pelikaan P rufescens uit tropisch
Afrika heeft net als Kroeskoppelikaan een overwegend
grijs verenkleed maar is kleiner, heeft een opvallende
brede witte oogring met zwarte teugelvlek, oranjeroze
poten, een bleek vleeskleurige keelzak, geen gele
borstvlek, een korte stevige kuif op de achterkop, con-
trast tussen de donkerder grijze mantel en rug en lich-
ter grijze stuit en bovenvleugel en donkerdere tekening

op de achterrand van de bovenvleugel. Ontsnapte
exemplaren van deze soort worden met enige regel-
maat in Nederland en andere landen in West-Europa
waargenomen (cf Ebels 1996, 2004, Snow & Perrins
1998, Barthel 2004). De enige andere overwegend grij-
ze pelikaan is Grijze Pelikaan P philippensis uit
Zuidoost-Azié; deze verschilt van Kroeskoppelikaan
door de korte bruine kuif en achterhals, donkerdere
tekening op de achterrand van de bovenvleugel, bleek-
bruine bovenstaart en grijze tot grijsroze keelzak.

Roze Pelikaan

Hoewel de beschrijving tamelijk summier is, sluit de
combinatie van wit verenkleed met geelachtige gloed
op de borst, zwart-witte ondervleugel, vleeskleurige
poten en oranje met grijze snavel met vaal oranje keel-
zak andere pelikanen uit, inclusief de twee andere
zwart-wit getekende soorten, Australische Pelikaan
P conspicillatus en Amerikaanse Pelikaan P erythro-
rhynchos. Het ontbreken van bruine tekening op de
bovendelen en bovenvleugel duidt op een adulte vogel
(cf Harrison 1985, Barthel 2004).

Verspreiding en voorkomen

Kroeskoppelikaan

Kroeskoppelikaan broedt of broedde in kleine aantallen
in Albanié, Armenié, Azerbeidzjan, Bulgarije, Grieken-
land, Kazakstan, Montenegro, Oekraine, Roemenié en
Rusland en in het Aziatische deel van Turkije en
Centraal-Azi¢, oostelijk tot in West-Mongolié en
Noordwest-China. Noordelijke broedvogels trekken in
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FIGUUR 1 Kroeskoppelikaan / Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus

crispus, Mokkebank, Friesland, 2 januari 1976 (Rob Gold-

bach). De handgeschreven tekst geeft het volgende aan: ‘grijze

‘achterrand’, warrige kuif, geen naakte huid om oog, oranje

(fel), lichtgele vlek, loodgrijs géén ring, geheel lichte onder
vleugel, géén zwarte arm/handpennen’.

de winter naar het zuiden; Europese vogels trekken niet
over erg grote afstanden en overwinteren op de Balkan
(Bulgarije, Griekenland), in het oostelijke Middel-
landse-Zeegebied zuidelijk tot Egypte, en in Iran.
Vogels die overwinteren in Zuidoost-China, voorname-
lijk in Hong Kong, zijn waarschijnlijk afkomstig van de
kleine populatie in West-Mongoli€; het gaat hierbij om
hooguit enkele 10-tallen (Carey et al 2001), die over
een afstand van ¢ 3500 km trekken. De soort is in het
hele verspreidingsgebied schaars en wordt of werd op
veel plekken bedreigd; sinds het midden van de 19e
eeuw tot ver in de 20e eeuw was sprake van een gesta-
ge afname. Pas de laatste twee decennia is sprake van
stabilisatie en plaatselijk van toename in aantallen. In
1994 werd de wereldpopulatie op 12 000-16 000
exemplaren geschat (Rose & Scott 1994) en eind 20e
eeuw op 15 000-20 000 (Stattersfield & Capper 2000).
Door de wereldwijd lage aantallen en het feit dat veel
vogels over beperkte afstand trekken is het aantal waar-
nemingen buiten de reguliere gebieden laag.
Dwaalgasten (meestal beschouwd als vermoedelijk
ontsnapt) in Europa zijn bekend uit Brittannig,
Denemarken (categorie D), Frankrijk (drie gevallen in
categorie D; 19 augustus 1976, december 1978 en 24
maart 1990; Dubois & Yésou 1992), Hongarije (negen
gevallen, de meest recente in juni 1997; van den Berg
1997), ltali¢, Letland, Noorwegen (categorie D/E),
Polen (twee: augustus 1990 en oktober 1990) en
Slowakije (Cramp & Simmons 1977, Snow & Perrins
1998; www.wpbirds.com). In Brittannié zijn volgens
Evans (1994) drie gevallen die ‘vermoedelijk allemaal
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betrekking hebben op vogels uit gevangenschap’: een
vogel in Cornwall, Engeland, april-mei 1951 (‘ge-
traceerd als ontsnapte vogel uit Nederland’!), een vogel
in verschillende graafschappen in Zuid-Engeland van
29 oktober 1967 tot 25 januari 1968 (‘naar wordt aan-
genomen ontsnapt uit de dierentuin van Colchester’)
en een kortstondig aanwezige vogel (‘van onbekende
herkomst’) in Cheshire, Engeland, op 16 november
1974. In ltalié bevinden zich sinds 2003 een of meer
vrijvliegende exemplaren bij het Lago Maggiore, waar-
schijnlijk afkomstig uit een plaatselijk vogelpark
(Luciano Ruggieri in litt). Eind augustus 2005 werden in
het nabijgelegen Palude de Brabbia bij Inarzo, Varese,
een adulte met twee juveniele gezien (Hugues
Dufourny in litt). In Israél zijn (slechts) acht gevallen
bekend; de meest recente waarneming stamt uit febru-
ari 2004. Alle zijn van na 1970 en uit de periode van
midden oktober tot begin april; een van deze gevallen
betreft een vondst van een in Turkije geringde vogel
(Shirihai 1996, van den Berg 2004). In Oost-Azié zijn
dwaalgasten waargenomen oostelijk tot in Japan (Brazil
1991), met als meest recente geval(len) twee waarne-
mingen van mogelijk dezelfde vogel in december 1999
en januari 2000 bij het zuidelijke eiland Okinawa
(Ikenaga 2003).

De Kroeskoppelikaan van 1975-76 is door CDNA
aanvaard als eerste geval na 1800 en daarmee als nieu-
we soort voor Nederland (voor het voorkomen in
Nederland in historische tijden, zie onder). Hoewel de
kans dat een wilde Kroeskoppelikaan Nederland
bereikt aanzienlijk kleiner is dan bij Roze Pelikaan,
acht de CDNA het voldoende aannemelijk dat een
wilde Kroeskoppelikaan op eigen kracht Nederland
kan bereiken en dat er dus geen redenen zijn om de
soort per definitie als ‘escape’ te behandelen. Boven-
dien geldt voor dit exemplaar dat er in verenkleed en
gedrag en door de met zekerheid vastgestelde afwezig-
heid van ringen geen aanwijzingen waren voor een
verleden in gevangenschap. Het betreft het meest
noordwestelijke geval in Europa en het enige ten
noordwesten van Hongarije dat is opgenomen op een
nationale A-lijst of het equivalent daarvan.

Roze Pelikaan

Roze Pelikaan broedt in Zuidoost-Europa (Griekenland,
Oekraine, Roemenié en Rusland), in grote delen van
tropisch Afrika (met een geisoleerde populatie op de
Banc d’Arguin, Mauritanié, maar vooral in de Riftvallei
zuidelijk tot Namibié en Zuid-Afrika) en plaatselijk in
Azié, van Turkije in het westen oostelijk tot in
Mongolié en Zuid-Vietnam. Noordelijke populaties
trekken vooral naar Oost-Afrika en het Indisch
Schiereiland om te overwinteren. De meeste broedvo-
gels uit Europa en Turkije verlaten in de herfst de
broedgebieden. Tot enkele 1000-en vogels overwinte-
ren in Noord-Israél; de rest trekt vermoedelijk verder
zuidelijk naar Oost-Afrika. In Mauritanié overwinteren
ook enkele 1000-en vogels (Snow & Perrins 1998). De
noordelijke populaties zijn in aantal omvangrijker dan
die van Kroeskoppelikaan. In combinatie met het ster-
kere trekgedrag van deze soort is het niet verrassend



Kroeskoppelikaan en Roze Pelikaan in Deltagebied en Zuidwest-Friesland in juni 1975-oktober 1976

dat Roze Pelikaan als dwaalgast in meer landen en met
grotere regelmaat is vastgesteld dan Kroeskoppelikaan.
In Europa zijn gevallen vastgesteld in Belgié (categorie
D/E), Brittannié (meer dan 20 gevallen, categorie D/E),
Duitsland (waarnemingen na 1950 categorie D; Barthel
& Helbig 2005), Denemarken (categorie D), Estland,
Finland, Frankrijk, Hongarije, Letland, Litouwen,
Malta, Nederland, Noorwegen, Oostenrijk, Polen,
Spanje, Tsjechig, Slowakije, Wit-Rusland en Zweden,
waarbij aangetekend moet worden dat in de meeste
gevallen een herkomst uit gevangenschap niet met
zekerheid is uitgesloten (cf Evans 1994, Snow & Perrins
1998). In Zuid-Duitsland, Zuid-Frankrijk (Camargue,
Bouches-du-Rhone), Hongarije, Oostenrijk (Neusied-
lersee, Burgenland) en Zwitserland werden in de 17e
en 18e eeuw en in Frankrijk tot in de 19e eeuw af en
toe kleine en soms grotere groepen pelikanen (vermoe-
delijk Roze Pelikanen) waargenomen (cf Zwaaneveld &
Ebels 1994). In Oost-Azié zijn dwaalgasten waargeno-
men oostelijk tot in Japan (Brazil 1991).

De Roze Pelikaan van juni-juli 1975 is door de
CDNA aanvaard als derde geval voor Nederland.
Andere gevallen waren van 20 augustus 1974 tot 10
januari 1975 bij Bloemendaal, Haarlem en Santpoort,
Noord-Holland (op laatstgenoemde datum gevangen
en overgebracht naar een dierentuin; van den Berg
1996); op 25 mei 1975 in Meijendel en bij Noordwijk,
Zuid-Holland; op 5 augustus 1975 in de Lauwersmeer,
Groningen; van 9 november 1987 tot 8 februari 1988
bij Havelte, Drenthe, Elden, Gelderland, en Valken-
burg, Limburg (Zwaaneveld & Ebels 1994); op 6 mei
1990 bij de Keersluisplas, Flevoland (Zwaaneveld &
Ebels 1994); op 25 mei 2001 bij Meijel, Limburg; en
op 28 mei 2001 op de Noordzee, Continentaal Plat,
ten westen van Den Helder, Noord-Holland (van der
Spek & Ebels 2001, van den Berg & Bosman 2001, van
der Vliet et al 2002). Het is mogelijk dat de gevallen in

mei en augustus 1975 (die pas enkele jaren geleden
zijn ingediend en door de CDNA zijn aanvaard) op de
vogel van de Grevelingen betrekking hebben; hij kan
in het voorjaar in zuidelijke richting langs de
Hollandse kust en in de nazomer naar Noord-Neder-
land zijn gevlogen. De (niet-ingediende) melding van
een Roze Pelikaan in december 1975 in Zuidwest-
Friesland (zie boven) zou eveneens in dit beeld passen.
De drie waarnemingen in 1975 zijn door de CDNA
echter als drie verschillende exemplaren aanvaard. Alle
gevallen hebben betrekking op adulte vogels, met uit-
zondering van een eerste-zomer die op 28 mei 2001
werd gevangen op olieplatform K-18 Kotter in de
Noordzee. Een vogel van 6 tot 19 oktober 1999 bij
Nieuw-Bergen en Papenbeek, Limburg, is door de
CDNA niet aanvaard; hoewel de determinatie geen dis-
cussie opleverde gaf de aanwezigheid van enkele
waarschijnlijk gekortwiekte slagpennen aan dat deze
hoogstwaarschijnlijk uit gevangenschap afkomstig was
(van der Vliet et al 2002). Op 14 oktober 2005 ont-
snapten twee juveniele Roze Pelikanen uit dierentuin
Artis in Amsterdam, Noord-Holland. Eén exemplaar
werd eind oktober teruggebracht terwijl het andere
langdurig verbleef bij de Keersluisplas en rond de jaar-
wisseling naar Friesland vertrok, waar hij op 9 januari
2006 bij Hindeloopen werd gevangen en vervolgens
teruggebracht naar Artis (cf Dutch Birding 27: 430,
2005, 28: 56, 2006). In mei 2006 werden op verschil-
lende locaties in Noordoost-Nederland een of meer
adulte Roze Pelikanen gezien, waaronder een exem-
plaar op 11 en 16-17 mei bij het Tjeukemeer, Friesland.
Deze waarnemingen moeten nog beoordeeld worden.

Het lijkt aannemelijk dat beide pelikanen in 1975
samen in het Deltagebied zijn gearriveerd maar het is
ook denkbaar dat beide apart in Nederland zijn gearri-
veerd en elkaar vervolgens in het Deltagebied hebben
gevonden.

175 Kroeskoppelikaan / Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus, adult (links) en Roze Pelikaan / Great White Pelican P onocrotalus,
adult, Grevelingen, Zuid-Holland, juni 1975 (Johannes Hameeteman)
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Historisch voorkomen van Kroeskoppelikaan in
Noordwest-Europa

Fossiele of subfossiele resten van Kroeskoppelikanen
zijn bij archeologisch onderzoek aangetroffen in
Denemarken, Engeland en Nederland (Hatting 1963,
van Mensch 1978, Burton 1995, Enghoff 2006). In
Nederland zijn bij zes opgravingen resten gevonden
(Clason & Prummel 1978; www.archis.nl): 7 Vlaardin-
gen, Zuid-Holland, datering 3400 tot 2451 voor
Christus (vindjaar 1959); 2 Schokland, Noordoost-
polder, Flevoland, 2000 tot 1801 voor Christus (1989);
3 Assendelft, Zaanstad, Noord-Holland, 0 tot 200
(1980); 4 Valkenburg, Zuid-Holland, 200 tot 260
(1985); 5 Valkenburg, 525 tot 1049 (1987); en
6 Luttelgeest, Noordoostpolder, 1400 tot 1499 (1952).
Uit deze vondsten mag worden afgeleid dat Kroeskop-
pelikaan zowel voor als na het begin van de jaartelling
in Nederland voorkwam. Er zijn geen directe aanwij-
zingen dat de soort in Nederland broedde. Vondsten
van resten van pas uitgebroede jongen bij Glastonbury,
Somerset, Engeland, geven aan dat daar in de late
l)zertijd — in de eerste eeuw na Christus — broedkolo-
nies aanwezig waren (Burton 1995; Paul Marcus in
litt). Burton (1995) geeft aan dat het niet bekend is
wanneer de soort uit Engeland is verdwenen en dat —
behalve bejaging door de mens — waarschijnlijk vooral
een ongunstige klimaatverandering verantwoordelijk
was voor het uitsterven. In Denemarken zijn volgens
Enghoff (2006) ¢ 28 vondsten van fossiele resten
bekend, op één na alle uit het zuidoosten van Dene-
marken. De meest noordelijke vondst is gedaan bij
Vendsyssel, Nordjylland. Alle vondsten dateren uit de
Atlantische periode (c 8000 tot 4500 voor Christus),
toen het klimaat warmer was dan nu. Enghoff (2006)
gaf aan dat deze vondsten waarschijnlijk op trekvogels
betrekking hadden.

Plinius de Oudere (23-79 na Christus) maakt in zijn
serie van 37 boeken over de natuurlijke historie en
aanverwante zaken (Naturalis Historia) — gepubliceerd
in het jaar 77 — melding van pelikanen (‘onocrotalus’)
in Noord-Gallié (zie bijlage 1). Voous (1960) geeft
onder verwijzing naar deze bron aan dat Kroeskop-
pelikanen voorkwamen in de estuaria van Elbe, Rijn en
Schelde (overgenomen door bijvoorbeeld Clason &
Prummel 1978, Oreel 1980, van den Berg & Bosman
2001), hoewel Plinius deze rivieren niet bij naam
noemt en zijn korte beschrijving geen soortdetermina-
tie mogelijk maakt. Kraak (1979) stelde dat Plinius
alleen de monding van de Schelde kan hebben
bedoeld, omdat Plinius aangeeft dat ‘Germaanse stam-
men langs de Noordzeekust zuidwaarts tot aan de
Schelde wonen en dat Gallié tot de Schelde reikt’. Dit
is echter onwaarschijnlijk omdat vanaf het jaar 47 de
Rijn als noordgrens van het Romeinse Rijk fungeerde.
Bij het schrijven van zijn boeken moet Plinius hiervan
op de hoogte zijn geweest, temeer omdat hij in het jaar
75 als ‘procurator’ was benoemd in de provincie Gallia
Belgica, de meeste noordelijke provincie van Gallié die
van de Seinemonding tot de Rijn liep. De Elbemonding
in Duitsland is daarentegen nooit onderdeel geweest
van het Romeinse Rijk; pogingen van keizer Augustus
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om vanaf 12 voor Christus Germanié tot aan de Elbe
toe te voegen aan het rijk mislukten en in het jaar 47
staakte zijn opvolger Claudius de pogingen en werd de
Rijn de definitieve noordgrens. In de tekst van Plinius
staat geen directe aanwijzing naar de Schelde of de
Rijn en het is voor discussie vatbaar wat hij precies met
de term ‘Noord-Gallié tot zeer dicht bij de zee’ heeft
aangeduid. Op basis van het broeden in Engeland en
de archeologische vondsten is het echter aannemelijk
dat de soort rond het begin van de jaartelling ook in
Nederland voorkwam, waarschijnlijk ook als broedvo-
gel. Er zijn in Nederland geen archeologische vondsten
bekend van Roze Pelikaan, zodat aangenomen mag
worden dat de beschrijving van Plinius op Kroeskop-
pelikaan betrekking had.

Dankzegging
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koppelikanen buiten de reguliere gebieden. Peter
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de uiteindelijke tekst, evenals René van Loo. Foto-
vakhandel Hameeteman uit Ouddorp was behulpzaam
bij het traceren van de volledige naam van de foto-
graaf. Bunna Ebels-Hoving en Fenny Ebels hielpen bij
het vertalen van de tekst van Plinius de Oudere. Paul
Marcus was behulpzaam bij het verzamelen van gege-
vens over het historische voorkomen. De informatie
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stig van de website www.archis.nl (onder ‘Bonelnfo’).

Summary

DALMATIAN PELICAN AND GREAT WHITE PELICAN IN THE NETHERLANDS
IN JUNE 1975-OcTOBER 1976 On 25 June 1975, an adult Great
White Pellican Pelecanus onocrotalus and an adult Dalmatian
Pelican P crispus were seen together at Grevelingen, Zuid-
Holland, the Netherlands. The Great White Pelican stayed for
three weeks and was last seen on 14 July. The Dalmatian
Pelican was seen at various sites in the Dutch river delta (in the
provinces of Zeeland and Zuid-Holland) until 17 December.
On 2-4 January 1976, presumably the same bird was seen
c 200 km to the north in south-western Friesland, the
Netherlands. The bird returned to the delta area on 12 August
1976 and was last reported on 24 October 1976. Both birds
were unringed and showed no indications of captive origin. All
known sightings of this Dalmatian Pelican are summarized in
table 1.

Both birds have been dismissed as presumed escapes for
many years. In May 2002, both sightings were re-evaluated by
the Dutch rarities committee (CDNA) and accepted as birds of
presumed wild origin. The Great White Pelican represents the
third record for the Netherlands (the first two were in August
1974 to January 1975 and May 1975, both accepted as differ-
ent individuals) and the Dalmatian Pelican the first. The identi-
fication of both birds was based on overall plumage colour, bill
and leg colour, shape of head and crest, and under- and upper-
wing pattern. A single photograph (record shot) is known, on
which both birds are seen side by side.

The status of both species as breeding birds and vagrants/
escapes in Europe is discussed. The Dalmatian Pelican repre-
sents the most north-westerly observation in Europe that has
been accepted onto a national avifaunal A-list or its equivalent.
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The CDNA considered that the vagrancy potential of this spe-
cies is high enough to justify acceptance. Most observations of
Great White Pelicans and (especially) Dalmatian Pelican in
north-western Europe are treated as escapes, although records
from the 17-19th century of (groups of) Great White Pelicans in
central Europe indicate that genuine vagrancy has occurred
and may still occur, despite the reduced numbers of breeding
birds in south-eastern Europe and Asia.

Recoveries of Dalmatian Pelican remains have been pub-
lished for six sites in the Netherlands, dating from possibly as
far back as 3400 before Christ until as ‘recently’ as the 15th
century. Although there is no direct proof that the species has
ever bred in the Netherlands, this seems likely on basis of the
remains found. Pliny the Elder described the presence of peli-
cans along the North Sea coast in the first century. Remains of
fledglings found at Glastonbury, Somerset, England, indicate
that the species bred in England in the late Iron Age (first centu-
ry). In Denmark, ¢ 28 fossil recoveries are known, all from the
Atlantic period between ¢ 8000 and 4500 before Christ.
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BIJLAGE 1 Teksten over voorkomen van Kroeskoppelikaan
Pelecanus crispus in Noordwest-Europa in historische tijden /
texts about historic presence of Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus
crispus in north-western Europe

Latijnse tekst uit Naturalis Historia van Plinius de Oudere,

boek X, hoofdstuk 131

Olorum similitudinem onocrotali habent nec distare existiman-
tur omnino, nisi faucibus ipsis inesset alterius uteri genus. Huc
omnia inexplebile animal congerit, mira ut sit capacitas. Mox
perfecta rapina sensim inde in os reddita in veram alvum rumi-
nantis modo refert. Gallia hos septentrionalis proxima oceano
mittit.

Nederlandse vertaling

Pelikanen hebben een gelijkheid met zwanen en men is van
mening dat ze geheel niet anders zijn, behalve dat in hun
kelen een ander soort ‘waterzak’ aanwezig is. Hierin brengt dit
onverzadigbare dier alles samen, aangezien de capaciteit ver-
bazend is. Spoedig nadat de prooi is gepakt brengt hij deze —
vandaar geleidelijk in de bek gebracht — in de werkelijke maag,
op de wijze van een herkauwer. Noord-Gallié herbergt hen tot
zeer dicht bij de zee.

Voous (1960)

Sarmatische [= van Donau tot Kaukasus| verspreiding. Vroeger
veel grotere verspreiding. Volgens Plinius in W-Europa, in
mondingen van Schelde, Rijn en Elbe. Tot midden vorige eeuw
[= 19e eeuw] nog broedend in Hongarije.
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Moult and plumage variation in
immature Lesser Black-backed Gulls

in the Netherlands

Rik Winters

dentification of ‘large white-headed gulls’ in general,

and of ‘lesser black-backed gulls’ in particular, has
long been the subject of debate. Extensive variation in
plumage and structure within and between populations
and in patterns of moult and ageing, has resulted in
slow advances in field identification of this group of
taxa. Jonsson (1998) described the identification of
‘Baltic Gull” Larus fuscus fuscus (hereafter fuscus) in a
western European context, Gruber (1999) discussed the
identification of juvenile — and to a lesser extent older
immature — Lesser Black-backed Gulls and Rauste
(1999) dealt with ‘Baltic Gull’ and ‘Tundra Gull’
(Heuglin’s Gull) L heuglini (hereafter heuglini) from a
Finnish perspective. The emphasis in these papers is on
describing the variation and identification of the north-
eastern taxa fuscus and heuglini. Generally, variation in
(western) Lesser Black-backed Gull was believed to be
rather well known; eg, as emphasized by the most
recent publication by Olsen & Larsson (2004). The
general picture was that the taxa L f graellsii (hereafter
graellsi) and L f intermedius (hereafter intermedius)
differ only slightly in upperpart coloration as adults,
while fuscus is rather distinct at all ages, except per-
haps for juveniles. From recent observations, many of
them made in the Netherlands, it has become clear that
much of the plumage variation observed does not fit in
with the generally accepted picture and that especially
continental western European birds deviate strongly
from what has been described so far. Some of these
and similar findings have been dealt with or mentioned
elsewhere (Adriaens 2002, AERC TAC 2003, Gibbins
2005, Muusse et al 2005). Here, some aspects of the
moult and plumage variation of Lesser Black-backed
Gulls are reviewed in the light of these observations in
order to evaluate their use as an identification feature.
Subsequently the identifiability of fuscus is evaluated.

Taxonomy, phylogeny and nomenclature

The systematics of ‘lesser black-backed gulls’ have
recently been reviewed by Yésou (2002), who pro-
posed to maintain intermedius as a valid taxon and to
regard Lesser Black-backed Gull (comprising fuscus,
graellsii and intermedius) and Heuglin’s Gull as sepa-
rate species. Almost simultaneously, a detailed study on
the phylogeny of ‘lesser black-backed gulls’ was
published (Liebers & Helbig 2002). They found some
evidence for a three-way grouping within the complex
(graellsii & intermedius, fuscus, heuglini & barabensis)
but the differences were slight and separation between
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the groups was far from complete. The western taxa
graellsii and intermedius showed such a high degree of
intergradation that they behave as a single population
and should therefore be treated as a single taxon. Gene
flow was also present between fuscus and graellsii/
intermedius, but at a lower level. The authors postu-
lated that studying Swedish birds (which were not
include in their study) would most probably reveal a
stronger gene flow between fuscus and intermedius,
reducing the (apparent) separation between the groups.
The taxonomic advisory committee of the Association
of European Rarities Committees (AERC) decided to
leave the question of assigning species status to both
Baltic Gull and Heuglin’s Gull pending (AERC TAC
2003). The CSNA (2004), having maintained a three-
way split since 1998, lumped the taxa into two species:
Lesser Black-backed Gull L fuscus (comprising graellsii,
intermedius and fuscus) and Heuglin’s Gull L heuglini
(comprising heuglini and barabensis).

Status and occurrence in the Netherlands

Lesser Black-backed Gull is a numerous bird along the
Dutch coast in March-September. Virtually all birds
found in the Netherlands belong to graellsii or inter-
medius, ie, populations using a migration route along
the European west coasts. The north-easterly fuscus is
considered very rare; 11 records had been accepted by
the Dutch rarities committee (CDNA) for the period
1992-2001 (van der Vliet et al 2002). Following the
lumping of ‘Baltic Gull’ and ‘Lesser Black-backed Gull’
all records except those referring to birds of known
origin were removed from the Dutch list (van der Vliet
et al 2004). There are five recoveries of Finnish ringed
birds, in April, June, September, October and Decem-
ber (Cottaar 2005, van der Vliet et al 2005, Altenburg
et al 2006). There have been several reports of heuglini
(eg, Bakker 1999) but the identification of this taxon is
still very complicated and, so far, no records have been
accepted by the CDNA.

Materials and methods

| studied Lesser Black-backed Gulls mainly in the
Netherlands, and mainly in the period 1999-2003.
Photographs and notes were gathered during field trips
to various locations. By far the most important site was
the dump near Wijster, Drenthe. The information
gathered during these field trips was amended by
photographs taken in Finland, France, Israel, Morocco
and Portugal. A few 1000s photographs of several 100s

[Dutch Birding 28: 140-157, 2006]
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178

177

179

176 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus intermedius, juvenile, Lauwersoog, Groningen, Netherlands,

14 November 2000 (Theo Bakker). Colour-ringed at Lista, Norway. Note that only a few scapulars have been moulted. 177 Lesser

Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 22 April 2000 (Rik

Winters). Note restricted black on tail. 178 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year,

Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 22 April 2000 (Rik Winters). Note two distinct types of scapulars. 179 Lesser Black-backed Gull /

Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 7 May 2000 (Rik Winters). Fuscus-type.
Both wings show eight new primaries; earliest date for a bird of this age with such a moult pattern.

of immature Lesser Black-backed Gulls were studied
for this paper. Field notes were made to describe
moult, and a score system was developed to simplify
this. More than 35 colour-ringed second and third
calendar-year birds were found, of which 17 were
photographed. The ringed birds originated from Bel-
gium, Britain, France, the Netherlands and Norway.
The ringing data on these birds were used to correlate
differences in moult and plumage patterns to geo-
graphical origin. Given the low number of ringed birds
involved, however, these correlations should be regard-
ed as no more than an indication of what the actual
situation may look like.

Based on the ringing data and the features shown,
the birds observed at Wijster will mainly have origi-
nated from ‘intermediate populations’, ie, populations
breeding on the eastern shores of the North Sea.

Moult
One of the perceived main distinguishing characters
between fuscus and graellsii is their difference in moult
timing and the resulting moult patterns. The use of
these differences for identification purposes is most
pronounced in immatures. Observations and descrip-
tions by Jonsson (1998) and Rauste (1999) emphasized
the differences, some of which were already mentioned
by Stresemann (1966) and elaborated on the timing of
moult in fuscus. Adriaens (2002), Gibbins (2004) and
Muusse et al (2005) already presented some limitations
to the use of the moult criteria defined by Jonsson
based on observations on continental western
European birds.

In general, the moult of Lesser Black-backed Gull
can be understood in terms of the sequence of moults
described for Western Gull L occidentalis (Howell &
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182

183

180 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus intermedius, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe,
Netherlands, 3 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Colour-ringed at Lista, Norway, in 2000. All visible wing-coverts moulted but primaries
juvenile and worn. 181 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe,
Netherlands, 8 June 2001 (Rik Winters) 182 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus intermedius, second
calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 3 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Colour-ringed at Lista, Norway, in 2000. Note probably no
juvenile feathers retained on back and in wing-coverts; tail completely renewed, but primaries and secondaries retained juvenile
(not visible in this photograph). 183 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus and European Herring Gull /
Zilvermeeuw L argentatus, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 10 June 2001 (Rik Winters). On second calendar-year Lesser Black-
backed Gull, note freshly moulted plain dark grey scapulars contrasting with worn grey-brown ones moulted during autumn/winter.

Corben 2000), as was already suggested by Howell
(2001). This means that each moult and plumage cycle
in Lesser Black-backed Gull is considered to contain
two moults and hence two plumages; the first moult
being the one that replaces the juvenile plumage and
that is commonly known as the ‘post-juvenile moult'.
Howell & Corben (2000) argued for applying the
Humphrey & Parkes terminology of moults and plum-
ages (Humphrey & Parkes 1959) when describing
moult in general, and in large gulls in particular (see
also Dutch Birding 1985, Howell 2001). This approach
is in general better suited for describing the plumage
development in Lesser Black-backed Gulls than the tra-
ditional model in which three moults were supposed to
occur during a single year (eg, Grant 1986, Olsen &
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Larsson 2004). For reasons of clarity, here the moults of
immature Lesser Black-backed Gulls are numbered and
not named.

First moult

The first moult comprises the replacement of juvenile
feathers during the first autumn, winter and early
spring. This moult is most often a partial moult but it is
highly variable in extent. It does, however, almost
always follow a rather strict sequence of replacement
of the feathers.

First calendar-year birds observed in the Netherlands
roughly fall into two categories corresponding with the
previously described moult strategies of graellsii and
fuscus. Birds from local colonies usually start moulting
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their juvenile feathers shortly after fledging in July-
August. In  September-October (occasionally into
November), birds were observed in complete, rather
fresh juvenile plumage. These birds are assumed to be
migrants from more northerly populations (plate 176)
(Jonsson 1998, Gruber 1999, Rauste 1999).

During December to early February, wintering birds
photographed in Morocco did not show signs of moult
but from the end of February onwards, many birds
were moulting juvenile feathers again. Apparently even
birds that may have suspended their moult twice —
during migration and mid winter — continue moulting
where they stopped.

During the spring of their second calendar-year,
Lesser Black-backed Gulls arrive in the Netherlands
with the first moult arrested at widely differing stages.
Of the colour-ringed birds observed, the most ad-
vanced graellsii had replaced all scapulars and about
half of its coverts but no tail-feathers. Birds belonging
to this taxon more typically had replaced just the sca-
pulars and sometimes some wing-coverts. All known
intermedius were more advanced, having replaced at
least two-thirds of the coverts. Only one out of six of
these birds had not replaced any tail-feathers, and the
most advanced had replaced all of its tail-feathers and
a few inner secondaries. The remainder showed a
variable number of moulted tail-feathers and mostly
new coverts.

From mid-May onwards, birds with new tail-feathers
were numerous, and birds showing completely re-
newed tails were easy to find. Also, even more exten-
sive moult patterns were observed as several birds
showed a number of replaced secondaries, or even pri-
maries, although these latter birds were scarce.
Typically, at most a few 10s of birds with new primaries
were observed during a single spring among several
1000s of birds in this age class.

All moult shown by the Lesser Black-backed Gulls
birds observed seems to be part of a single ‘round of
replacement’, with no feathers apparently being re-
placed twice. All this moult is thus best regarded as
belonging to a single moult. Traditionally, the moult
performed during the late winter and early spring of the
second calendar-year has been regarded as a separate
moult, the moult into first-summer plumage. Based on
my observations, | found no confirmation of this view.

When the variation in the extent of the first moult in
the upperparts (ie, back, tail and upperwing) is con-
sidered, all patterns observed form a continuum fitting
a front-to-back and inside-out sequence of replace-
ment, in which the front-to-back (mantle to tail) and
inside-out line (scapulars to primaries) develop more or
less simultaneously. This sequence is similar to that of
the ‘post-juvenile moult’ of many bird species. It should
be noted, however, that this sequence is largely infer-
red from birds showing arrested moult in spring. | lack

184 Lesser Black-backed Gulls / Kleine Mantelmeeuwen Larus fuscus and European Herring Gulls / Zilvermeeuwen L argentatus,
Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 10 June 2000 (Theo Bakker). On second calendar-year Lesser Black-backed Gull, all visible feathers
moulted, except outer two primaries and their coverts. Plumage rather typical for birds observed with this moult pattern.
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185 186
187 188

185 Lesser Black-backed Gulls / Kleine Mantelmeeuwen Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 10 June
2001 (Rik Winters). Intermedius-type. No signs of active moult on rather late date and only few lesser coverts and all visible prima-
ries retained juvenile. Plumage overall rather fuscus-like. 186 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus,
second calendar-year, Terschelling, Friesland, Netherlands, 17 June 2000 (Theo Bakker). Intermedius-type. Most coverts moulted
but visible tail-feathers and primaries juvenile. 187 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-
year, Terschelling, Friesland, Netherlands, 17 June 2000 (Theo Bakker). Same bird as in plate 186. Note renewed median tail-
feathers, but no active tail moult. 188 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster,
Drenthe, Netherlands, 18 June 2000 (Rik Winters). Note all coverts and tail renewed but primaries retained juvenile.

information on actively moulting intermedius and fus-
cus during their first winter, so it is unknown whether
the tracts are actually renewed following this sequence
or whether the feathers have been replaced more or
less simultaneously during a rapid moult of a some-
times limited temporal extent.

The replacement of the underwing-coverts seems to
run more or less simultaneously with the moulting of
the upperwing-coverts. New tail-feathers were not
observed before the spring of the second calendar-year
and were found on birds that had renewed at least two
thirds of the wing-coverts. Secondaries were moulted
only following the moult of all previously mentioned
tracts. Remarkably, however, the few birds observed
that had partially replaced their secondaries had ap-
parently started moulting this tract from the inside out.
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Primary moult during the first winter is somewhat
ambiguous: all birds observed in the Netherlands that
showed (any number of) new primaries had moulted all
other feathers, and some birds had replaced all feathers
except the primaries and their coverts, suggesting that
the primaries are the last tract to be replaced in a
sequential scheme. Photographs of one (first-winter)
bird in South Africa in winter, however, show simul-
taneous moult in the primaries and other feather tracts,
resulting in a plumage with new primaries and juvenile
feathers in other tracts.

From my observations, it is unclear whether or not
birds with partially replaced primaries complete this
moult after arresting it during migration, although at
least three birds resumed moulting this tract after arrest-
ing moult during migration. These birds had all renew-
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191

192

189 ‘Lesser black-backed gull’ / ‘kleine mantelmeeuw’ Larus fuscus/heuglini, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands,
24 June 2000 (Theo Bakker). Suspected to be intermedius. Moult and plumage rather typical for late arriving birds. Note rather pale
plumage, upperparts lacking any obvious markings, and all coverts and tertials renewed, but primaries juvenile. 190 ‘Lesser black-
backed gull’ / ‘kleine mantelmeeuw’ Larus fuscus/heuglini, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 24 June 2000
(Theo Bakker). Suspected to be intermedius. Same bird as in plate 189. Note new tail and all secondaries but one replaced. Status
of primary moult somewhat ambiguous: p1-2 second generation and nearly fully grown, p3 missing, p4-10 juvenile, suggesting pri-
mary moult arrested during migration. Rather pale underwing typical for this type of birds. Moult pattern unproven for intermedius,
very atypical for fuscus, but similar patterns known from heuglini. 191 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus
fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 7 July 2000 (Rik Winters) 192 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine
Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 7 July 2001 (Rik Winters). Intermedius-type. Note
both coverts and scapulars show mix of new brown grey, rather plain feathers and worn brown and pale, but non-juvenile feathers.

ed about half their primaries before arrival and re-
sumed moult by dropping the innermost juvenile pri-
mary. The birds with partially renewed primaries were
also the only ones that showed active first moult during
late spring.

Among Lesser Black-backed Gulls, moulting prima-
ries during the first winter has, as yet, only been proven
to occur in fuscus and this seems to be the only moult
pattern that exclusively occurs in this taxon. On the
other hand, intermedius has a much more extensive
first moult than previously believed, strongly narrowing
the gap with fuscus.

Altogether, all birds seem to perform the same

moult, but at different times and locations and of
varying extent. From this point of view, the complete
moult of many fuscus during the first winter is best
regarded as a ‘normal’ but exceptionally extensive first
moult rather than a time-shifted complete moult. It is
the extreme in a continuous chain of moult patterns of
which typical graellsii forms the other end.

Second moult

During the spring/summer of the second calendar-year
all birds start their second moult. The shared feature of
this moult is that it is started by dropping the inner pri-
mary and some upper scapulars, irrespective of
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195

-

196

193 Lesser Black-backed Gulls / Kleine Mantelmeeuwen Larus fuscus and European Herring Gulls / Zilvermeeuwen L argentatus,
Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 15 July 2000 (Theo Bakker). Underwing typical for many intermedius-type birds. 194 Lesser Black-
backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 15 July 2000 (Theo Bakker).
Graellsii-type. Note primary moult advanced to p7; all coverts moulted but many with rather dark cold brown colour and dark pat-
terning typical for feathers moulted during summer; single visible secondary and outer tail-feathers still juvenile. 195 Lesser Black-
backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 5 August 2001 (Rik Winters).
Size, structure and general plumage coloration suggestive of nominate fuscus but moult more similar to western taxa. 196 Lesser
Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 5 August 2001 (Rik
Winters). Intermedius-type. Note many coverts worn and with contrasting white and brown pattern; tail-feathers non-juvenile;
worn second-generation scapulars pale with only dark shaft-streak broadening towards base; new scapulars remarkably pale.

whether any remaining juvenile feathers are present or
not. The exception to this rule may be the birds that
have replaced only a few inner primaries as part of
their first moult.

Although some birds may start this moult as early as
April, others delay it until late June or even early July.
Birds with a more extensive first moult start moulting
later, on average. In early July, one bird had only drop-
ped p1, while many other birds were already growing
p6 or p7. Only one of the birds that returned with new
primaries had already started a new moult wave in
June (p2 missing).

Birds that return with coverts renewed in the first
moult usually retain these new feathers until later
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during the moult. Meanwhile, they replace any remain-
ing juvenile coverts. In birds with an extensive first
moult, the primary moult can be well advanced (up to
p7) without any signs of moult in the coverts.

Birds returning to Finland with new primaries also
start their second moult in summer but apparently
never replace more than four (inner) primaries during
their stay (see Koskinen & Rauste (2006) for details on
moult of Finnish fuscus). Some second calendar-year
Lesser Black-backed Gulls (presumed fuscus) disappear
long before finishing the replacement of all primaries,
suggesting they may fly south again with juvenile outer
primaries.

Birds that had replaced only their inner primaries
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197 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 20 August

2000 (Rik Winters). Plumage and moult rather similar to bird in plate 195 but note graellsii-like size and structure. 198 ‘Lesser

black-backed gull’ / ‘kleine mantelmeeuw’ Larus fuscus/heuglini, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 9 July 2000

(Rik Winters) 199 ‘Lesser black-backed gull’ / ‘kleine mantelmeeuw’ Larus fuscus/heuglini, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe,

Netherlands, 15 July 2000 (Rik Winters). Same bird as in plate 198. 200 Probable Heuglin’s Gull / waarschijnlijke Heuglins Meeuw

Larus heuglini, second calendar-year (front), and Lesser Black-backed Gulls / Kleine Mantelmeeuwen L fuscus, Wijster, Drenthe,
Netherlands, 10 June 2001 (Rik Winters)

during the first moult may then show three ‘generations’
of primaries (juvenile, second generation grown during
the first winter and second generation grown during the
first summer), a feature that is not expected to occur in
the western taxa graellsii and intermedius. The exist-
ence of such a moult pattern has been proven by a bird
observed in ltaly in the autumn of 2004 that showed
just such a moult pattern (Menotti Passarella in litt).

By the time the birds leave for the wintering grounds
in the autumn of the second calendar-year, most if not
all graellsii will have completed the second moult.
Most intermedius will have done so too. In fuscus, the
vast majority, if not all birds, migrate with (at least) two
generations of primaries and only fuscus may, on cur-
rent knowledge, be expected to occasionally show
three generations (or technically more correct: two
moult contrasts).

Third moult

Strictly spoken the third moult comprises only those
feathers that are replaced after finishing the second
(complete) moult. The extent of this moult is again very
variable, like the first moult, and usually partial.

Birds observed in the Netherlands after returning
north during the spring of their third calendar-year
again show a high degree of variability in moult pat-
terns. Much of this variation can only be attributed to
moult on the wintering grounds. The moult attributable
to the third moult again largely follows the sequence
described for birds during their first moult in winter and
this idea has recently been confirmed on a thorough
data-set (Muusse et al 2005). | found many (100+) third
calendar-year spring birds showing a moult contrast in
the primaries, and such birds had usually renewed all
of their wing-coverts, but exceptions to this rule occur
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204

201 ‘Lesser black-backed gull’ / ‘kleine mantelmeeuw’ Larus fuscus/heuglini, second calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands,

14 May 2000 (Rik Winters) 202 ‘Lesser black-backed gull’ / ‘kleine mantelmeeuw’ Larus fuscus/heuglini, second calendar-year,

Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 24 June 2000 (Rik Winters) 203 Lesser Black-backed Gulls / Kleine Mantelmeeuwen Larus fuscus

graellsii, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 22 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Ringed in Britain; plumage typical for this

type. 204 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 15 July
2001 (Theo Bakker). Graellsii-type. Typical bird, but note dark iris.

(see, eg, plate 212). The variation in the number of new
primaries was very large and the contrasts between the
two generations of primaries could be anywhere in the
wing. Based on plumage features like the rather dark
grey and not blackish back, | believe that the vast
majority of these birds are intermedius rather than fus-
cus. That intermedius can show such a moult pattern
was proven by a colour-ringed third calendar-year bird
showing nine new primaries (Adriaens 2002).
Furthermore, the unmoulted primaries of these birds
were typically rather brown and moderately worn,
indicating they were replaced the summer before,
which does not fit the moult schedule of typical fuscus
but does fit the western taxa.

Fuscus typically returns north in the third calendar-year
with a moult contrast in the primaries (Jonsson 1998,
Rauste 1999). The moult patterns of third calendar-year
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spring fuscus was reviewed by Annika Forsten (in Gibbins
2004). She proposed several possible interpretations of
the observed patterns. Although the exact moult leading
to the patterns was left undecided there, based on the
arguments available these birds most likely finish the pri-
mary moult they started during summer and replace the
inner primaries in a second moult wave. Apparently the
second wave normally includes at least all primaries
moulted during the previous summer, but usually more.
In fuscus the moult contrast between primary generations
is typically around p6. As all primaries have been
replaced during winter, all these feathers are rather fresh
and black, and the moult contrast is usually rather
inconspicuous and sometimes very hard to see.

These different moult patterns may lead to zero, one,
or even two moult contrasts in the wing on a bird
returning north during its third calendar-year depend-
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205 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 16 April 2001
(Rik Winters). Bird showing exceptionally small amount of grey and superficially similar to second calendar-year, but note pale iris,
reddish eye-ring and rather variegated pattern on scapulars and coverts. 206 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus
fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 14 April 2001 (Rik Winters). Atypical bird and rather difficult to age but
worn non-juvenile primaries indicate third calendar-year rather than second calendar-year, but similar to some second calendar-year
fuscus. 207 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands,
16 April 2001 (Rik Winters). Intermedius-type. Note large proportion of plain grey coverts; retained brown coverts, unmarked brown
primaries and bare parts coloration age this bird as third calendar-year. 208 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus
fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 10 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Intermedius-type. Note overall rather
adult-like appearance, but primaries all brown and worn.

ing on whether 7 the bird renewed all primaries start-
ing from p1 (no moult contrast); 2 started moulting at
p1 but without finishing the tract (one moult contrast);
3 started moulting at, eg, p5 and moulted the inner four
to nine primaries during a second moult wave (one
moult contrast); 4 started moulting at, eg, p7, started a
second moult wave at p1, but arrested this wave at, eg,
p3 (two moult contrasts); or 5 did not moult any prima-
ries during winter.

Pattern 2 seems to be the default for intermedius that
moult primaries during winter, although 1, 3 and 4 may
occur. Pattern 3 seems to be the most common among
fuscus, and 4 may occur, while 1 and 2 seem unlikely.
Most intermedius and probably all graellsii, however,

do not moult primaries during the second winter at all
and thus show pattern 5.

It is usually difficult and often impossible to deter-
mine the number of times a primary has been replaced,
which means that intermedius with a type 2 moult pat-
tern and fuscus with a type 3 moult pattern can show a
moult contrast at the same location in the wing, even
though fuscus may have renewed all of its primaries an
extra time compared with intermedius and the timing
of the renewal of the outer primaries may differ by
maybe six months.

In the intermedius returning with a moult contrast,
however, the outer primaries look rather brown and
more worn than those of fuscus, which can be judged
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209 Lesser Black-backed Gulls / Kleine Mantelmeeuwen Larus fuscus and European Herring Gulls / Zilvermeeuwen L argentatus,
Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 3 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Nominate third calendar-year fuscus-type in the centre; note moult contrast
between p6 and p7, small mirror in p10 and blackish upperparts. Compare with similarly aged graellsii-type behind it on the left.

in the field under reasonable to good observation con-
ditions.

Fourth and later moults

The fourth moult is similar to the second moult: it is a
complete moult commenced during the second sum-
mer, starting with the inner primary. From the spring of
the fourth calendar-year onwards, at least most fuscus
and intermedius have an adult-like plumage, and
studying moult becomes progressively difficult. The
moult of adults has been described in detail elsewhere
(Jonsson 1998, Rauste 1999, Winters 1999 and refer-
ences therein). The moult of adult fuscus is an interest-
ing case. As mentioned, the primary moult of fuscus
during the first winter is a special case of a partial moult
(the first moult). The primary moult during the second
winter is, however, a partly postponed complete moult
(the second moult), followed by a partial moult (third
moult) that usually includes fewer primaries than during
the first winter. This shift of the complete moult to the
wintering areas becomes even more extensive in adults
and may even become complete. The moult of prima-
ries during the first winter is thus best regarded not
homologous to the winter primary moult of adults.

Using moult as an identification feature

The details of how moult works are largely unknown.
In general, moult is considered to be a flexible process
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in evolutionary terms (cf, eg, Svensson & Hedenstrom
1999, Hall & Tullberg 2003; Lesser Black-backed Gull
might be regarded as an extraordinary example in this
respect as it unites the extremes within a single spe-
cies), although the variation observed could possibly
be the result of intergradation between populations (cf
Helm & Gwinner 1999).

The moult pattern of an individual bird may vary
depending on external factors. The photoperiod (the
daylight period) is regarded to be the most important
proximate factor when the regulation of moult is con-
cerned (Dawson 2002).

I have never found a first-winter ‘large white-headed
gull” moulting when the the photoperiod was shorter
than ¢ 10 h. Bert-Jan Luijendijk (pers comm) confirmed
that even in the mild climate of the Mediterranean,
first-winter Yellow-legged Gulls L michahellis were
never observed to show active moult in the wing-
coverts during mid-winter, although they apparently
continued to moult scapulars at a very low pace.
A remarkable observation in this respect was made by
Steve Howell, who noted that moult in Western Gulls
in California, USA, during mid-winter appeared to
depend on the weather being bright or overcast
(Howell 2001). Also, colour-ringed fuscus with inter-
medius- or even graellsii-type moult patterns are
observed with some regularity (Jonsson 1998, Rauste
1999, Howell 2001, Gibbins 2004, Altenburg et al
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2006, Koskinen & Rauste 2006) and may represent
birds that spend the winter further north than usual
(see, eg, the bird discussed and depicted in Klein
2001).

These observations suggest that, eg, the choice of the
wintering areas may strongly influence the moult acti-
vity and thus the resulting moult pattern. Wintering
further north or south than usual may result in the
development of a moult pattern atypical for the taxon,
possibly more similar to the typical moult pattern of
another taxon.

The available knowledge does not allow to decide
whether there is a genetic basis to the observed differ-
ences in moult patterns, or that they merely result from
the same basic principles being subjected to different
patterns of external factors (or any other concept). From
the perspective of using moult as an identification
feature, it thus seems wise to allow for a rather high
degree of flexibility, in order to prevent giving it too
much weight in the identification.

Apart from that, one should consider that there are
many reasons why a bird can get behind in its moult
schedule (illness, malnutrition), while it normally is
rather difficult to get ahead of schedule. More particu-
larly: the primary moult of fuscus during the first winter
is ahead of the western taxa and thus provides a high
degree of reliability for field identification, while the
primary moult of adult fuscus can be considered
behind on schedule compared with the western taxa
and is thus not reliable as an identification feature.

Plumage variation

Plumage features have always had limited use for the
field identification of Lesser Black-backed Gulls. This
has much to do with the extensive variation within the
species and within subspecies. In general, almost all
plumage features mentioned by various authors as
being suggestive of fuscus have now been found
among birds belonging to the western taxa and conti-
nental western European birds may resemble fuscus in
more respects than they recall typical graellsii. Here,
some aspects of the plumage variation among Lesser
Black-backed Gulls observed in the Netherlands are
summarized in order to provide a broader perspective
on western European Lesser Black-backed Gulls’
appearance.

The timing of moult may have a strong effect on
what feathers may end up looking like. An interesting
example in this respect is that of Great Spotted Cuckoo
Clamator glandarius: different populations of this spe-
cies differ in the timing of the ‘post-juvenile’ moult in a
way similar to Lesser Black-backed Gull. The plumage
attained by this moult is similar to the juvenile plumage
when acquired early but more adult-like in late-moult-
ing birds (van der Elst & Hubaut 1990, Lansdown &
Hathway 1995). This phenomenon has recently been
discussed in relation to ‘large white-headed gulls’
(Howell 2001, Lonergan & Mullarney 2003) and many
observations on Lesser Black-backed Gulls suggest this
phenomenon applies to this species. This means that a
single bird may grow differently patterned feathers —

210 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 2 July 2001
(Rik Winters). Graellsii-type.
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211 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 24 June 2001
(Theo Bakker). Rather dark intermedius-type or pale fuscus-type. Bare parts coloration indicating age; worn white tip to p5 suggest-
ing moult contrast. 212 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe,
Netherlands, 10 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Overall appearance rather typical for this age-class but note primary moult arrested
between p5 and p6. 213 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe,
Netherlands, 2 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Intermedius-type. Superficially adult-like plumage, but bare parts age this bird as a third
calendar-year; note moult contrast between p7 and p8. 214 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third
calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 3 June 2001 (Rik Winters). Graellsii-type. Rather typical bird but note all-white tail.

even within one tract — if these feathers have been
grown over a prolonged period. It also implies that
some plumage patterns may be absent from one popu-
lation but are common in another, as a result of differ-
ences in timing of moult.

Juvenile plumage

Juveniles are variable in several respects. Birds observ-
ed in the Netherlands, especially later in autumn, quite
often show reduced markings on their head and under-
parts, sometimes appearing whitish. The underwing
coverts are less often all dark brown and regularly grey-
ish brown to off-white densely and finely barred brown
— rather similar to European Herring Gull L argentatus —
or pale, sometimes similar to Caspian Gull L cachin-
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nans. The tail often shows more white, which on the
palest birds produces a dark subterminal tail-band with
some fine barring towards the base, again somewhat
similar to Caspian Gull. Some birds show a similarity to
many fuscus, and the occasional bird may actually
have been this taxon, but in general | believe most of
these birds originate from within the distribution of
intermedius based on their rather regular occurrence
and features observed on the few ringed juveniles.
More in general, the variation seems to be rather con-
tinuous, with intermedius being on average rather
intermediate between the two other taxa.

Appearance during first spring
Second-generation scapulars replacing the juvenile
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215 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 3 June 2001

(Rik Winters). Note relatively large proportion of brown coverts; tail all white. When standing, brown coverts were difficult to see,

enhancing adult-like appearance of the bird. 216 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus, third calendar-

year, Wijster, Drenthe, Netherlands, 10 June 2001 (Theo Bakker). Intermedius-type. Note largely pale underwing,
white tail and renewed inner secondaries.

feathers during the first moult are very variable and the
coloration and patterning seem to depend to some
extent on the time the feather is grown. These are also
the most variably patterned and conspicuous of all
feathers at any age.

As a rule, within a single bird, when these feathers
are grown later dark markings tend to be less pro-
nounced (or absent) and pale edges tend to become
paler and broader. There is, however, much variation
between individuals, both in patterning and in the in-
fluence of the ‘ageing-effect’: on some birds, up to
three ‘generations’ of feathers can be distinguished,
while others with a supposed similar moult develop-
ment may not show any obvious differences.

Most second-generation scapulars can be described
as follows: a rather brown to grey base fading into a
more or less broad pale brown to white tip with dark
markings varying from a semi-circle to a narrow
anchor, which may be totally absent. The shape of
these dark markings is almost always rather poorly de-
fined and often diffusely bordered. The darkest part is
almost always a diffuse, rather broad shaft-streak. This
may be reduced to a fine dark streak but also enhanced
to a diamond shape at the base of the feather. These
feathers tend not to show the sharp markings, pale grey
tones and strong contrasts as is usual among many
other ‘large white-headed gulls’ and their general ap-
pearance is often rather drab grey to brown, occasion-
ally being evenly dark grey to blackish, often with pale
tips and edges. The actual variation allowed by this
framework is very wide but not all variation is equally
frequent or even present in all populations.

As graellsii is earliest in acquiring new scapulars,
these birds often show the boldest and best defined
markings and little prominent pale tips and edges. The
colour-ringed intermedius usually showed grey-brown
scapulars with a diffusely demarcated broad pale tip

and edges and a diffuse dark shaft-streak, often con-
fined to the distal part of the feather (plate 180). These
feathers seem to represent the pale end of gradual
variation that leads to the typical fuscus-scapulars.
Other birds with an intermedius-type moult pattern
showed more grey scapulars with a broad pale tip and
reduced dark markings, similar to faded graellsii-type
feathers.

Renewed coverts usually are similar to the scapulars
in general coloration and patterning. New tail-feathers
among juvenile ones can be detected by their fresh
appearance, with dark parts being black, and usually a
white trailing edge. The patterning may be similar to
the juvenile tail, or show reduced black. Replaced
secondaries may be very hard to detect but often show
broader pale tips and edges and a darker centre, but
this is most obvious if both generations of feathers are
present (plate 190). If the feathers of head and body
have been replaced, these are white. The amount of
brown markings is then reduced and usually limited to
diffuse spots to the lower neck and flank, if present.
Such markings are usually more sharply defined than
on the juvenile feathers and may appear as pale brown
barring on the flank.

Appearance during second spring

Fuscus (and some intermedius) will finish the second
moult on the wintering grounds. If so, some of these
birds may show a small white mirror on the outer pri-
mary which is probably best seen as an indication that
the feather was grown during the second winter, as |
have never seen it on birds finishing their moult in
western Europe. Furthermore, only ‘large white-headed
gulls’ that have large white mirrors on p10 as an adult
regularly show this feature on primaries grown during
the autumn of the second calendar-year (eg, most Great
Black-backed Gulls L marinus, Caspian Gulls and some
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Scandinavian Herring Gulls L a argentatus).

When returning from the wintering grounds after
their second winter, Lesser Black-backed Gulls have
generally acquired adult-like scapulars. Few birds show
pale edges or a pale tip to these feathers. In rare cases,
grey may be nearly or completely absent. Such birds
show scapulars with a broad pale tip and may show a
brown shaft-streak. Any new tertials or coverts are usu-
ally of the adult type, but may show a brownish hue or
appear rather washed out. The rump and uppertail are
unmarked white. New tail-feathers are all white or may
show restricted dark markings. If any primaries have
been renewed during the winter, they may be all black
or show an adult-like pattern of grey and black and a
white tip. The head, neck and underparts are often all
white but quite extensive streaking may be present on
the head.

The birds with the least extensive third moult — the
average graellsii-type — typically show a plain grey
back (‘saddle’), a medium to pale brown wing and a
white tail with an unbroken broad dark tail-band. More
advanced birds show adult-like wing-coverts, and even
if just over half of these have been replaced, the overall
picture is rather similar to that of an adult on the stand-
ing bird, apart form the brown primaries and the dark
bill markings. To the unaware, such birds are easily
overlooked as older birds. Many such birds show a
broken tail-band, only small black markings or an all-
white tail. Retained second-generation primaries are
worn and bleached to brown and lack the grey tones
they may have shown when fresh. Primaries renewed
during winter may result in an adult-like (inner) hand
and such birds look very adult-like overall. When p10
also has been renewed during winter, such birds are
aged by the dark markings to the bill, any dark mark-
ings in the tail and possibly brown spotting on the
coverts. Always be aware, however, of fourth calendar-
year graellsii-type birds. Although these birds are a year
older, they may be very similar. The rather pale grey
upperparts, and often a larger white mirror in the outer
primary may be helpful.

Size and structure

The variation in size and structure has been dealt with
in sufficient detail elsewhere (eg, Olsen & Larsson
2004). Despite fuscus being described as smaller, slim-
mer and longer winged than graellsii/intermedius, this
is not reflected by the measurements published in this
reference. Furthermore, even graellsii has rather slen-
der wings and shows a relatively narrow wing base
compared with other species of ‘large white-headed
gull’. It is my impression that the general perception
of the differences in size and structure between
graellsii/intermedius and fuscus has become somewhat
exaggerated, possibly because usually the comparison
was made between graellsii and fuscus.

Bare parts

By the first spring, bare parts are variable in all taxa.
The bill of most birds shows an extensive pale base and
black tip, often with the dark running back along the
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cutting edges. The base is greyish flesh to pale yellow.
All-dark bills occur less frequently. Occasionally, the
bill can be yellow, showing a reduced dark tip and
sometimes even a hint of red on the gonys. The legs are
greyish flesh or sometimes yellowish.

Most, but far from all, third calendar-year birds show
a pale iris. The bill is most often rather adult-like but
shows more or less black near the tip. On some birds,
the bill shows subdued coloration and on the odd bird
may be similar to second calendar-year birds or be
even largely blackish. The legs are most often yellow
but less intense than on adults, and especially on some
small, dark-backed birds may be rather lemon yellow.
Occasionally, the colour of the legs too may be similar
to those of younger birds.

Field identification of immature fuscus

in western Europe

Moult was already considered by Jonsson (1998) to be
the most important factor in identifying fuscus in
Western Europe, while plumage features were generally
considered to be of less use. In the light of the observa-
tions described above, this order can still be maintain-
ed. As already indicated by others (Adriaens 2002,
Muusse et al 2005), identification features associated
with moult should be used with more care than con-
sidered before and the few plumage features should
also be applied only in case of good observation con-
ditions.

The following two cases illustrate the caution with
which the subject should be approached. One rather
common type of second calendar-year spring inter-
medius-type birds includes birds showing predomi-
nantly dark grey brown to sepia upperparts. Many of
such birds show dark brown markings on the wing-
coverts. The dark markings may also be present in the
scapulars, which renders the bird rather similar to
many graellsii. On the other hand, the dark markings in
the coverts may be strongly reduced or absent, which
renders the bird similar, or identical to many fuscus,
especially as such birds tend to be rather small and
often show reduced markings on the head and under-
parts. Furthermore, scapulars grown during late spring
and early summer on these birds are often remarkably
dark, sometimes matching fuscus. The only more or
less reliable difference with typical fuscus in these birds
is the lack of new primaries. Another type of second
calendar-year intermedius includes birds lacking any
dark markings in the coverts (plate 180). They show a
rather pale grey-brown ground colour to the upperparts
(the pale grey-brown type), with rather broad, diffusely
demarcated pale edges and tip on the paler birds.
However, these pale parts are variable in size. On the
pale end, these birds probably exceed the variation in
fuscus but, on the dark end, this yields a plumage typi-
cal of the latter taxon; this extreme, however, also
occurs in intermedius. The most striking example of
this type is formed by two birds | encountered only
minutes apart in the Netherlands. These were very
similar in general appearance and their main differ-
ences were that one had the first moult progressed to
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include the inner secondaries and wore a Norwegian
ring, while the other had renewed seven primaries and
was unringed. This may serve as an illustration that
caution is necessary, even with the difference in prima-
ry moult.

It is obvious that the identification of fuscus shows
the characteristics of subspecies identification: there
are no really diagnostic characters and identification
relies on features or sets of features that are extremes in
a more or less continuous variation. They are shown by
one taxon and (very) unlikely to be shown by represen-
tatives of the other taxa involved. In short: you can
never know for sure but it is often possible to make an
accurate estimation of the bird’s identity. Using this
approach, it is possible to define some concluding
‘identifiable’ types of fuscus, ie, birds that are best
regarded to belong to this taxon, even when encounter-
ed in Western Europe. These are: 7 second calendar-
year birds in May to July/August with at least eight pri-
maries renewed during winter, preferably showing a
predominantly white head and underparts and rather
uniformly brown to sepia upperparts with at most a
dark shaft-streak or with worn, narrow pale edges to
grey brown scapulars and coverts; the presence of any
third-generation blackish scapulars adds to the credibi-
lity; 2 second calendar-year autumn birds with three
generations of primaries (the outer ones being retained
and very worn juvenile feathers); such birds should
also show a rather white head and underparts and very
dark upperparts; 3 third calendar-year birds in spring
showing blackish upperparts with a warm brown hue
or tone to some of the coverts, and two generations of
primaries with the outer ones still shiny and black,
making the moult contrast hard to see, and showing a
small mirror in the outer primary; bare parts are adult-
like, with only restricted dark markings to the bill.

Second calendar-year autumn fuscus with a moult
contrast among the inner primaries is not included in
this list, as it probably cannot be reliably distinguished
from a retarded intermedius-type bird, although the
colour of the new scapulars and the quality of the outer
(second generation) primaries may strongly indicate
fuscus at times.

These types are essentially the same as those pro-
posed by Jonsson (1998) but with a few connotations,
the most important being that for a third calendar-year
bird to have a moult contrast in the primaries is far
from sufficient for a reliable identification: the other
aspects should also be noted and even then the relia-
bility is limited.

When applying these criteria to birds observed in the
Netherlands, fuscus should probably be considered to
be an extremely scarce to very scarce but annual visitor
to the country. This suggests that it is more numerous
than the number of records indicate. However, a more
thorough analysis is needed to substantiate this.
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Samenvatting

RUI EN VARIATIE IN VERENKLEED VAN ONVOLWASSEN KLEINE MANTEL-
MEEUWEN IN NEDERLAND Onvolwassen Kleine Mantelmeeuwen
Larus fuscus zijn uitzonderlijk variabel in zowel kleed als rui.
Veldherkenning van de nominaat L f fuscus uit het Oostzee-
gebied die zeldzaam is in West-Europa berust voornamelijk op
belangrijke verschillen in rui en in mindere mate op kleedken-
merken. Deze kenmerken zijn voornamelijk gebaseerd op
vergelijking van fuscus met de meest westelijke ondersoort L f
graellsii. Waarnemingen aan onvolwassen Kleine Mantel-
meeuwen, voornamelijk in de omgeving van Wijster, Drenthe,
in de periode 1999-2003, hebben enkele belangrijke nuance-
ringen in het bestaande beeld aangebracht: zowel de rui-
kenmerken als de kleedkenmerken die voor fuscus beschreven
worden, zijn nu ook waargenomen bij vogels van West-
Europese oorsprong (de ondersoorten graellsii en intermedius).
Bovendien brengen deze waarnemingen een sterke nuancering
aan in het gebruik van rui als veldkenmerk.

De verschillende ruien van de onvolwassen vogels worden
beschreven, waarbij deze oplopend genummerd worden, te
beginnen bij de rui waarin de eerste juveniele veren vervangen
worden. Alle kleedveranderingen laten zich beschrijven als een
afwisseling van twee ruien, waarbij de eerste en derde rui uit-
zonderlijk variabel in omvang zijn en de tweede en vierde
altijd rui van de handpennen omvat.

Met name de variatie in de eerste rui wordt uitgebreid
beschreven aan de hand van ruipatronen van vogels die na de
eerste winter terugkeren. Het blijkt dat tussen het ruipatroon
typisch voor graellsii, die alleen de mantel- en schouderveren
vervangt, en de typisch volledige rui van fuscus een ononder-
broken reeks van ruipatronen bestaat. Geringde intermedius
bevinden zich met hun ruipatroon doorgaans rond het midden
van dit spectrum en vervangen meestal veel dekveren, vaak
enkele staartpennen, soms enkele armpennen, maar schijnbaar
nooit handpennen tijdens hun eerste winter.

De vervangingsvolgorde van de diverse veerpartijen van de
bovendelen volgt een vast patroon, waarbij de veerpartijen van
voor naar achteren en van binnen naar buiten vervangen wor-
den. In dit schema is de rui van de handpennen en hun dek-
veren het laatste onderdeel. Deze ruivolgorde contrasteert met
de gangbare volgorde waarin ‘grote meeuwen’ (en ook graell-
sii) tijdens de zomer hun veren vervangen: dan worden alle
andere veerpartijen geruid tussen het vervangen van de eerste
en de laatste handpen.

De tweede rui wordt door (vrijwel) alle vogels gestart in de
zomergebieden, waarbij ze de handpenrui starten, ook als ze
deze veren al tijdens de eerste winter vervangen hebben (fus-
cus). De start van deze rui kan plaatsvinden tussen eind april
en eind juni, zodat er tussen vogels grote verschillen bestaan in
de vordering van deze rui tijdens het late voorjaar en de zomer.
Uit de literatuur is bekend dat fuscus deze rui nooit in de
zomer afrondt.

De derde rui is goeddeels vergelijkbaar met de eerste rui.
Opmerkelijk is echter dat intermedius in deze rui — tijdens de
tweede winter — relatief vaak handpennen vervangt. Dit resul-
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teert in een ruipatroon dat vaak vergelijkbaar is met dat van
typische fuscus, waarbij zich in de middenhand een ruicontrast
bevindt. De totstandkoming van beide ruipatronen verschilt
echter wezenlijk: intermedius ruit doorgaans alle handpennen
in de tweede rui in de zomergebieden, terwijl fuscus het groot-
ste deel van deze rui uitstelt tot in de wintergebieden.
Intermedius vervangt vervolgens nog enkele handpennen als
onderdeel van de derde rui in de wintergebieden, terwijl fuscus
hier eerst de tweede rui afrondt en vervolgens een nieuwe rui-
golf start. Dit verschil in ruistrategie is tijdens het voorjaar van
het derde kalenderjaar in de zomergebieden vaak zichtbaar
doordat de buitenste handpennen van intermedius bruiner en
meer gesleten zijn dan de relatief verse handpennen van
fuscus.

De vierde rui verloopt goeddeels als de tweede rui.

Betoogd wordt dat de volledige rui van fuscus tijdens de
eerste winter een extreem uitgebreide eerste rui is en geen ver-
vroegde tweede rui. Aangezien een vogel om uiteenlopende
redenen achter kan lopen op het gangbare ruischema, maar
moeilijk een grote voorsprong kan hebben, zijn voor de deter-
minatie van fuscus in West-Europa met name de uitgebreide
ruien van fuscus tijdens het winterhaljaar van belang voor de
determinatie.

De waarnemingen geven aan dat rui een flexibel proces is
en ze suggereren dat bij de sturing van rui daglengte een cru-
ciale rol zou kunnen spelen. Voor het gebruik van rui als ken-
merk moet met deze flexibiliteit rekening worden gehouden:
het is denkbaar dat een vogel van de ene ondersoort die in de
overwinteringsgebieden van een andere ondersoort belandt
een ruipatroon ontwikkeld dat typisch is voor die andere en
niet voor de eigen ondersoort.

Uiterlijke kenmerken van onvolwassen westelijke Kleine
Mantelmeeuwen zijn extreem variabel. Er zijn sterke aanwij-
zingen dat veerpatronen sterker bepaald worden door de leef-
tijd van de vogel, dan door de veergeneratie. Verschillen in
timing van de rui tussen populaties werken zo kleedverschillen
in de hand. Een beschrijving wordt gegven van de variatie in
schouderveren van tweede-kalenderjaarvogels. Daarnaast wor-
den enkele aspecten aangegeven waarvan voorheen wel is
gesuggereerd dat ze beter bij fuscus dan bij de westelijke
ondersoorten passen. Juveniele vogels kunnen een vrij smalle
staartband en een vrij lichte ondervleugel tonen. Tijdens het
voorjaar van het tweede kalenderjaar is de snavel vaak groten-
deels licht, soms met een gelige tint. De poten kunnen ook al
gelig zijn. Ongetekend bruine bovendelen zijn typisch voor
fuscus maar komen ook in de andere taxa voor, alhoewel deze
vaak wel enige donkere tekening tonen. Ook is een variant met
lichte veerzomen gewoon bij intermedius. In het geval dat
deze veerzomen zeer smal of afwezig zijn, resulteert dit in een
kleed als van typische fuscus.

Tijdens het voorjaar van het derde kalenderjaar is de kleur
van de bovendelen een enigszins bruikbaar kleedkenmerk in
combinatie met andere kenmerken. Ook is de aanwezigheid
van een kleine witte spiegel in de buitenste handpen een indi-
catie voor fuscus, net als de afwezigheid van een duidelijk
kleurcontrast tussen de beide generaties handpennen.

De waarnemingen bevestigen goeddeels eerder als determi-
neerbaar aangemerkte fucus-typen. Opgemerkt wordt dat een
zekere determinatie op basis van veldkenmerken in alle geval-
len ruimte laat voor speculatie, maar dat de genoemde typen
zelfs in West-Europa beter als fuscus benoemd kunnen worden,
omdat het uitermate onwaarschijnlijk is dat het een vogel van
de westelijke taxa betreft. Het gaat daarbij om: 7 tweede-kalen-
derjaarvogels in mei tot juli/augustus die ten minste acht hand-
pennen geruid hebben in de overwinteringsgebieden, die bij
voorkeur een overwegend witte kop en onderdelen tonen en
egale, vrij donkerbruine bovendelen; de aanwezigheid van
zwartachtige nieuwe schouderveren bevordert de geloofwaar-
digheid van de determinatie; 2 tweede-kalenderjaarvogels in
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het najaar met drie generaties handpennen (waarvan de buiten-
ste handpennen gesleten juveniele veren zijn); zulke vogels
zouden ook een vrijwel witte kop en onderdelen en zeer don-
kere bovendelen moeten tonen; 3 derde-kalenderjaarvogels in
het voorjaar met zwartachtige bovendelen met een warme
bruinige glans of tint in de dekveren, twee generaties handpen-
nen, waarvan de buitenste nog relatief vers en gaaf zijn en nau-
welijks contrasteren met de binnenste en waarvan de buitenste
handpen een kleine witte spiegel toont; naakte delen zijn
typisch als bij volwassen vogels, maar met enig zwart in de
snavel.
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APPENDIX Some remarks with respect to Heuglin’s Gull
Although nominate Heuglin’s Gull Larus heuglini heuglini has
been largely neglected throughout this text, it is the main con-
fusion species in, eg, Finland, where all Lesser Black-backed
Gull taxa other than fuscus are at best very scarce and where
distinguishing heuglini from graellsii/intermedius is a real chal-
lenge. But also in Western Europe this problem has some rele-
vance, as the indications that heuglini is occurring in the
region as a rare visitor are becoming increasingly convincing
(eg, Bakker 1999) and the first two records have recently been
accepted for Germany (Deutsche Seltenheitenkommission
2005). The awareness of this taxon and the probability of it
occurring as a vagrant to Western Europe has reached the
general birding community as late as 1998 (Eskelin & Pursi-
ainen 1998). The (published) field identification of this taxon
has, however, not yet developed to a level that allows a firm
identification, certainly not far away from its usual distribution
grounds (Harris et al 1996, Eskelin & Pursiainen 1998, Rauste
1999, Olsen & Larsson 2004). Some of the (tentative) identifi-
cation features described are also common among intermedius.
Both taxa show extensive overlap in moult patterns, and can
show broadly tipped pale grey-brown second-generation
scapulars. This further complicates the identification of the spe-
cies. Still, some aspects shown by a number of heuglini seem
to be rare or unknown among Lesser Black-backed Gulls.
Among others, structure and — in second calendar-year birds —
very white head and underparts, fine neck streaking and details
of scapulars and wing-coverts seem to offer opportunities for
identification.

A few second calendar-year birds are discussed here that
were observed in the Netherlands and that were distinctive
because of several features apparently better fitting heuglini
than Lesser Black-backed Gull. Although their actual identity
and even the identifiability may be disputed, these birds are
‘outliers” within the variation observed in the Netherlands and
they serve to emphasize some limits of the ‘normal variation” of
Lesser Black-backed Gulls.

The first bird (plates 198 and 199) is remarkable because its
first moult has progressed to include its third primary and that it

has not yet commenced it second moult on this date (15 July).
The extent of the first moult is possibly beyond intermedius and
on the retarded side for fuscus (but see also plate 190); the
large size and bulky body might possibly fit a large graellsii but
are probably out of range for the other populations; the legs are
too long, with a rather long exposed tibia; the wing base is too
broad; the colour and pattern of the underwing are of a type
uncommon among Lesser Black-backed Gulls; the tail shows
much fine barring; the head and neck lack any markings apart
form a dark line behind the eye and the barring on the flank is
well defined, indicating that the body moult is advanced; the
dark shaft-streaks on a number of scapulars are very fine. In
general, the bird is closest to a large, pale fuscus, showing a
less than typical extent of the first moult, and somewhat similar
to a very advanced intermedius but it does not fit both in the
details described.

The second bird (plate 200) is possibly even more striking
because of its very white head, neck and underparts, which
does not seem to occur on first-summer Lesser Black-backed
Gulls, at least not on birds with a similar moult pattern; the fine
streaks in the neck do not fit; the whitish median coverts with
contrastingly dark markings are a rare feature; the fine shaft-
streaks in the scapulars are an uncommon feature and the
bulky body, long legs and proportionally small head and small
bill also do not fit. In fact, this bird might be considered a third
calendar-year but the retained juvenile outer greater coverts
and the bare parts coloration age it as a second calendar-year.

The third bird (plate 201) is rather similar to many other

Lesser Black-backed Gulls observed, but the rather robust
structure in combination with very long wings, rather white
head, fine shaft streaks in the scapulars and unmarked dark
grey scapulars and coverts already growing on at this date are a
combination that is at least unusual for western taxa.
The fourth bird (plate 202) is somewhat similar to the second
one. Note that there is little active moult visible at this very late
date. The pure white head and underparts are very unusual for
Lesser Black-backed Gull as are the large body and relatively
small head. The overall appearance of the bird is rather sug-
gestive of Caspian Gull L cachinnans, but note the dark tail.
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Primary moult of Baltic Gull during
the first 15 months

The moult strategies of the members of the Lesser
Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus complex have been
studied extensively during the last decade. Jonsson
(1998) was the first to describe moult patterns of nomi-
nate L f fuscus (Baltic Gull; hereafter fuscus) during the
first winter and summer: The most frequent pattern is a
complete moult before the first summer but there is
much variation. Rauste (1999) gave some quantitative
data on the subject. As these data comprised only 19
ringed birds, they left much room for discussion.
Subsequent studies have revealed that the difficulties
of subspecific identification were severely under-
estimated in the 1990s (Gibbins 2004, Winters 2006;
pers obs), as moult patterns proved much more vari-
able, compromising the role of moult in the identifica-
tion. It has also become obvious that unknown but pos-
sibly significant numbers of western taxa (L f graellsii, L f
intermedius, hereafter graellsii and intermedius, respec-
tively) may occur in Finland in addition to the local sub-
species fuscus and the fourth member of this complex,
Heuglin’s Gull L heuglini (hereafter heuglini) (pers obs).
This casts some doubt on the homogeneity of the data
set used by Rauste (1999). Thus, the reliability of
Rauste’s results have been questioned with good reason.
To study the primary moult with more reliable mate-
rial, we have assembled a data base of birds which
have been ringed as a chick in Finland (n=49) or east-
ern Sweden (n=4) and that were observed in Finland
during their second calendar-year. Table 1 shows the
phase of primary moult of these birds (53 individuals).
It seems to confirm the results of Rauste (1999): in
addition to the early moulting majority, there is a long
‘tail’ in the distribution of moult scores. The least
advanced individual had not even started its primary
moult before its arrival in Finland. 66% had completed
the first primary moult before returning to Finland,
which is comparable with the estimate given by Rauste
(1999) of 60-70%. Most of the birds which had com-
pleted the first moult started the second primary moult
during the summer and this moult can proceed to p4
(primaries numbered descendantly). Five individuals
had two simultaneous moult waves in their primaries
(‘Staffelmauser’ which is known from older age classes

of fuscus since Stresemann & Stresemann 1966). It is
also worth noting that the most advanced birds were
more than one whole primary moult cycle ahead of the
least advanced ones. Such wide variation has probably
not been documented in any other taxon with such a
restricted range and homogeneous migration strategy.

The Finnish breeding population has been consider-
ed very homogeneous, all birds being typical fuscus.
However, there are records of birds which have been
ringed as a chick in southern Finland that have never-
theless developed a paler mantle in (sub)adult plum-
age. The palest of these birds have a mantle shade
which is very close to typical graellsii or heuglini. It
may be a matter of opinion or definition what these
paler-mantled birds should be called. In spite of their
appearance they have nevertheless hatched within the
core range of fuscus. They may be considered as varia-
tion of fuscus, or as genetic influence of other taxa, in
which case it is unclear if western (graellsii/inter-
medius) or eastern (heuglini) (or both!) birds are involv-
ed. Based on structure and other clues, we think that
these birds are more similar to western birds than that
they resemble heuglini (Koskinen et al 2001).

The frequency of such birds is low: six pale-mantled
birds have been seen among c 1700 ringed fuscus in
Tampere, Finland (less than 0.5%). Quite surprisingly,
at least two such birds have been included in table 1:
CYHP and CEVC have been seen and photographed in
Tampere in 2005 as third calendar-year and both
showed a significantly paler mantle than a typical fus-
cus. It is worth noting that, apart from the moult, also
the plumage of CYHP in its second calendar-year caus-
ed lots of debate (see Gibbins 2004).

If we apply the strictest definition of fuscus and
accept only those birds of which both provenance and
appearance as an adult are known, there are only 27
such birds in our data set that fulfill these criteria
(marked ‘yes’ in table 1 in the column ‘controlled as
2cy+'). Based on this limited number, the variation of
the primary moult during the first winter seems to be
equally variable as it is among all ringed birds together.
This indicates that the variation in moult patterns is not
solely due to the inclusion of birds of other popula-
tions, but rather that the variation is likely to be normal
among fuscus.

Markku Kangasniemi, Hannu Kettunen, Janne Kilpi-

217 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, first-summer, colour-ring white CEVC, Tampere, Finland, 12 May
2004 (Hannu Koskinen). Note unusually high proportion of juvenile wing-coverts for this taxon. In its second-summer plumage, this
bird showed a significantly paler mantle than normal in Baltic Gull.

218 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, first-summer, colour-ring white C4ES, Tampere, Finland, 11 July 2000
(Visa Rauste). During the first summer, nominate fuscus has wing-coverts of two types in variable proportions: either worn, rather
uniform brown, like in this bird, or almost adult-like, uniformly blackish-grey.

219 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, first-summer, colour-ring white COXX, Tampere, Finland, 30 June
2002 (Visa Rauste). First-summer birds with high number of adult-like feathers can be very similar to many second-summer birds.
220 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, first-summer, colour-ring white CJJR, Tampere, Finland, 28 May 2005
(Visa Rauste). First moult wave in primaries progressed to p7.

221 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, first-summer, colour-ring white C6XV, Tampere, Finland, 3 August
2002 (Visa Rauste). Second moult wave in the primaries progressed to p3.

222 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, first-summer, colour-ring white C5U)J, Tampere, Finland, 17 August
2002 (Visa Rauste). Two simultaneous moult waves: p1-3 third generation, p4 growing, p5-8 second generation and p9-10 growing.
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TABLE 1 Moult phase of primaries of ringed Finnish and Swedish Lesser Black-backed Gulls Larus fuscus. Details analyzed from

photographs with some additions from field notes. Observations sorted by date, except when several records available of same bird

in different moult phase, in which cases first and last records are given in succession without repeating ring code. Entrance ‘PALE’

in the column ‘controlled as 2cy+ means that the bird was observed after its second calendar-year and showed upperparts much
paler than typical fuscus.

PRIMARY MOULT OF RINGED FINNISH 2CY FUSCUS

- juvenile - third generation |:| feather not seen
- second generation - third generation growing
|:| second generation growing |:| missing

colour + controlled primary
ring code date as 2cy+ plt p2 p3 p4 p5 p6 p7 p8 p9 pi10
1 |[HT233118 4 May 2004 No
2 |W CEVC 12 May 2004 PALE
3 | W CRXA 13 May 2005
4158106017 18 May 2003 No
5| W C3J1 24 May 2003 Yes
22 June 2003
6 |WCJJR 28 May 2005
28 August 2005
7 | W C5H0 1 June 2002 No
W CYHP 2 June 2004 PALE
21 August 2004
9 |W CINU 3 June 2001 Yes
10 | W CHYE 7 June 2003 Yes
29 June 2003
11 |CT115523 11 June 2000 No
12 | W MC24 14 June 2003 Yes
13 |HT106366 15 June 1999 Yes
14 | W CAA3 15 June 1999 No
15 | W C6JR 21 June 2000 No
16 | W C4A) 23 June 2000 Yes
17 | W C2WJ 25 June 2002 Yes
17 August 2002
18 | W MC78 29 June 2003 No
19 | W COXX 30 June 2002 Yes
20 | W C5MW 30 June 2002 Yes
21 |HT210035? 1 July 2000 No
22 | W CRWC 1 July 2005
23 | W C5WS 4 July 2003 Yes
24 | W C9NS 9 July 2002 Yes
25 |HT ¢ 8 July 2004
26 |S8105890 10 July 2003 No
27 | W C4ES 13 July 2000 Yes
28 | W C3C6 15 July 1999 Yes
26 July 1999
29 | W C5AR 4 July 2001 Yes
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Primary moult of Baltic Gull during the first 15 months

p8 p9 p10

colour + controlled primary
ring code date as 2cy+ pt p2 p3 p4 p5 p6 p7
30 (W CJUC 17 July 2003 Yes
31 | W C90E 17 July 1998 No
32 | W C08C 17 July 1998 Yes
33 [W CUJK 18 July 2004 No
34 [W CoXV 9 July 2002 Yes
3 August 2002
35 | W C3VS 19 July 2003 Yes
36 [ W C683 20 July 2004 No
30 July 2004
37 [RCPCI1 25 July 2005
11 September 2005
38 [W C6H5 28 July 2002 Yes
39 | W C9H6 30 July 1998 Yes
40 |HT ¢ 30 July 1998
41 |W COMm7 1 August 1998 Yes
42 |W C78) 1 August 1998 Yes
43 W C5UJ 2 August 2002 Yes
17 August 2002
44 |HT ¢ 3 August 1999
45 |W CZ91 5 August 2001 No
46 |WC316 6 August 1998 No
47 |R C7TMV 6 August 2005
48 | W CJK4 9 August 1999 Yes
49 |HT246209 15 August 2004 Yes
50 [W C5S5 24 August 1998
51 [WC13C 25 August 1998 Yes
52 [R CSA2 31 August 2005
53 | W CESO 1 September 2000 Yes

maa, Harri Kontkanen and Veijo Turunen contributed
details to the moult data base. Risto Juvaste has orga-
nized the Finnish colour ringing project which is the
base of this study. Ruud Altenburg, Dick Forsman, Mars
Muusse and Rik Winters have commented on the
manuscript.
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Restricted moult in second
calendar-year Baltic Gull

On 25 June 2005, a ringed second calendar-year Baltic
Gull  Larus fuscus fuscus was present at the
Erasmusgracht, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, the Nether-
lands (52:22 N, 04:50 E). The bird was colour-ringed
(red CRK4) as a nestling at Pietarsaari, Vaasa, Finland
(63:38 N, 22:30 E), in the core of the breeding range of
Baltic Gull. Baltic Gull has a turbulent history on the
Dutch list. Hoogendoorn & van Scheepen (1998) ana-
lyzed the recoveries of metal-ringed birds from Finland
and Sweden and concluded that none of the seven
records met the standards for acceptance. Subsequently,
these records from 1930-78 were rejected (Wiegant et
al 1998). Following the decision of the CDNA only to
accept ringed birds of proven provenance (van Duijven-
dijk 2004), another nine previously accepted records
from 1992-2000 were recently removed from the list
(van der Vliet et al 2004). If accepted, CRK4 therefore
will represent only the fourth record for the Netherlands
(cf van der Vliet et al 2005). A fifth colour-ringed bird
from Finland has not yet been submitted to the CDNA
(Risto Juvaste & Martin Brandsma in litt). Table 1 sum-
marizes the recoveries of ringed Baltic Gulls of
proven provenance in the Netherlands. Hereafter, L f
fuscus is referred to as fuscus and the western Lesser
Black-backed Gull taxa L f graellsii and L f intermedius
as graellsii and intermedius, respectively.

STRUCTURE ~ Small and slender built second calendar-year
Lesser Black-backed Gull sensu lato, notably when directly
compared to local Lesser Black-backed Gulls.

HEAD  Densely streaked, especially around eye, towards
crown and on hindneck.

UPPERPARTS & WING Mantle and scapular region with mix-
ture of worn brown-grey and fresh plain slate grey feathers.
Brown-grey feathers non-juvenile, with obvious dark shaft or
centre and pale edges worn off. Fresh mantle-feathers adult-

like but dark grey, not blackish. Upper lesser and greater cov-
erts brown and worn (juvenile feathers). Innermost greater and
inner median coverts brown-grey non-juvenile feathers with
dark shaft and pale tip worn off. Outer median and lower lesser
coverts plain slate-grey; in right wing some fresher feathers also
in inner median covert tract. Upper three tertials in left wing
dark brown with broad white tip, lower three retained paler
brown feathers. In right wing, upper tertial missing, next two
renewed and lower feathers juvenile. Several greater coverts in
right wing damaged and exposing juvenile secondaries. All
visible remiges retained juvenile feathers.

UNDERPARTS Throat and belly white but breast and especial-
ly flank rather densely blotched.

TAIL All rectrices juvenile, with worn brown tips.

BARE PARTS Bill dark but paler at base and at tip. Eye dark but
iris dark brown, not black. Leg greyish pink.

VOICE No calls heard.

BEHAVIOUR Mainly resting and sleeping in group of ¢ 150
Lesser Black-backed Gulls and European Herring Gulls L ar-
gentatus.

MOULT  First complete moult just started: inner two or three
primaries had been dropped. Active moult in wing-coverts, ter-
tials and scapulars.

First-winter fuscus usually undergoes an extensive
moult at the wintering grounds, including scapulars,
wing-coverts, rectrices and most or all remiges. Sub-
sequently, many of the second calendar-year birds
observed in Europe the next summer already look surp-
risingly adult-like (Jonsson 1998, Gruber 1999, Rauste
1999, Gibbins 2004, plate 219 and 221 in Koskinen &
Rauste 2006). Moult in the winter quarters is typically
much more restricted in the western taxa. In spring,
second calendar-year graellsii and intermedius return
with renewed scapulars and wing-coverts. Observa-
tions of ringed birds indicate that many intermedius
and some graellsii also renew some or all rectrices in
their first winter (Gibbins 2004, Luijendijk et al in
prep).

Lesser Black-backed Gulls of proven western origin
that have replaced primaries in their first winter have

TABLE 1 Recoveries in the Netherlands of Baltic Gulls Larus fuscus fuscus colour-ringed as nestlings in Finland.

White C364

Ringed: Kerimaki, Mikkeli, Finland (61:91 N, 29:39 E), 7 July
1995

Observed: North Sea beach, Paal 6, Vlieland, Friesland,
Netherlands (52:42 N, 04:57 E), 18 December 2001

Elapsed time: six years, five months, 12 days; distance: 1733
km

White CJM5*

Ringed: Luopio, Hame, Finland (61:34 N, 24:71 E), 29 June
1998

Observed: Brunstingerplas, Beilen,
(52:87 N, 06:52 E), 20 Apri| 2002
Elapsed time: three years, nine months, 21 days; distance:
1443 km

* Not yet submitted to CDNA

Drenthe, Netherlands

White C09K
Ringed: Savonlinna, Mikkeli, Finland (62.14N 28.50E), 12 July
1996

Observed: North Sea beach, IJmuiden, Noord-Holland,
Netherlands (52:42 N, 04:57 E), 20 September 2002 (Cottaar
2005)

Elapsed time: six years, two months, nine days; distance: 1782
km

White CXVA

Ringed: Hauho, Hame, Finland (61.27N 24.61E), 1 July 2004
Observed: Zeedijk, Westkapelle, Zeeland, Netherlands (51:53
N, 03:43 E), 16 October 2004 (cf Dutch Birding 27: 76, plate
94, 2005).

Elapsed time: three months, 16 days; distance: 1686 km

Red CRK4*

Ringed: Pietarsaari, Vaasa, Finland (63:63 N, 22:50 E), 10 July
2004

Observed:  Erasmusgracht, ~ Amsterdam,
Netherlands (52:38 N, 04:83 E), 25 June 2005
Elapsed time: 11 months, 15 days; distance: 1620 km
* Under consideration by CDNA

Noord-Holland,
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Restricted moult in second calendar-year Baltic Gull

226

223 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, second calendar-year, colour-ring red CRK4, Amsterdam, Noord-
Holland, Netherlands, 25 June 2005 (Ruud G M Altenburg). A densely streaked head is uncommon in second calendar-year fuscus
in spring. Small and slender built when compared with Lesser Black-backed Gulls L f graellsii/’intermedius’ in background. 224
Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, second calendar-year, colour-ring red CRK4, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland,
Netherlands, 25 June 2005 (Ruud G M Altenburg). Many greater coverts, lesser coverts in carpal edge (see also plate 225) and
lower three tertials still juvenile. Juvenile rectrices worn with brown tips. 225 Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus
fuscus, second calendar-year, colour-ring red CRK4, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, 25 June 2005 (Ruud G M
Altenburg). Note brown juvenile remiges. Innermost primaries have been shed. 226 Lesser Black-backed Gull / Kleine
Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus intermedius, second calendar-year, ring NOS 4105943, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands,
10 July 2005 (Ruud G M Altenburg). Ringed as pullus at Store Revlingen, Rygge, Ostfold, Norway (59:24 N, 10:38 E). Note overall
similarity to CRK4, compared with which this Norwegian intermedius is more advanced in moult.

not yet been recorded. Any second calendar-year Lesser
Black-backed showing renewed primaries but no active
moult in spring should therefore be considered a candi-
date fuscus (Jonsson 1998, Gibbins 2004, Altenburg
2006, Winters 2006). Birds such as CRK4 demonstrate
that the opposite is not true: a second calendar-year bird
showing very restricted moult is not necessarily of west-
ern origin. Jonsson (1998) and Rauste (1999) have al-
ready discussed the problem of identifying second
calendar-year fuscus returning in spring with unmoulted
wings. In this issue of Dutch Birding, Koskinen & Rauste
(2006) summarize the moult scores of 53 ringed second
calendar-year fuscus observed in Finland. Five or six of

these (about 10%) had returned to Europe with a moult
pattern comparable to CRK4 (plate 217 in Koskinen &
Rauste 2006). Unlike CRK4, however, most of these
retarded birds had replaced at least some rectrices
(Hannu Koskinen & Visa Rauste in litt).

CRK4 matches the moult pattern outlined for graell-
sii and intermedius. Structurally and plumage-wise too,
it looks virtually identical to some intermedius (plate
4). Gibbins (2004) provided a similar case study of
nearly identical second calendar-year fuscus and inter-
medius. Comparable problems occur when separating
certain types of second calendar-year Heuglin’s Gull
Larus heuglini from graellsii or intermedius in spring
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(Gibbins 2004, Visa Rauste in litt). Without a ring to
prove its origin, it therefore may be extremely difficult
or even impossible to positively identify an out-of-
range second calendar-year western Lesser Black-back-
ed Gull.

Else Aasland and Morten Helberg of the Norwegian
ringing office provided the life history of NOS4105943.
Petteri Lehikoinen and Seppo Niiranen of the Finnish
ringing office and especially Risto Juvaste are thanked
for the life history data of CRK4 and the other Finnish
birds.
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Recensies

PETER MARLER & HANS SLABBEKOORN 2004. Nature’s music. The
science of birdsong. Elsevier Academic Press, 84 Theobald’s
Road, London WC1X 8RR, UK; website www.elsevier.com.
504 pp, with two audio CDs. ISBN 0-12-473070-1. GBP 49.95
/EUR 74.95 / USD 74.95.

Nature’s music gives an excellent overview of the state of the
art on birdsong research around its publication date, October
2004. In the course of 14 different chapters, a total of 18 lead-
ing experts cover subjects ranging from how songs are learned
to the wiring of a songbird’s brain. In addition, these authors
and more have provided a total of 48 ‘boxes’ giving short
explanations of a variety of specific subjects. Much of this is
illustrated by examples on two accompanying audio CDs, as
well as by sonagrams and a variety of other graphs and line
illustrations, so that very few pages are without an illustration
of some kind. A curious feature is the inclusion of some colour
plates with portraits of singing birds; these are poorly printed,
and not positioned close to text about the species concerned,
so this seems like something of a throwaway feature.

The 18 authors are mainly European and North American
(of the editors, Marler is a Brit who has based for a long time in
the USA and Slabbekoorn is based in the Netherlands), and this
is reflected to a large extent in the choice of examples, the
emphasis changing per chapter according to who wrote it.
Some attention is also given to non-Holarctic species, especial-
ly in ‘singing in the wild: the ecology of birdsong’ by Hans
Slabbekoorn, about how song design changes according to the
soundscape. From the point of view of a European birder, one
of the most pertinent chapters is the one on ‘vocal fighting and
flirting: the functions of birdsong’ by Sarah Collins. lllustrated
almost entirely with European examples, it explores the con-
flicting needs of singing to repel rivals and to attract mates,
often at the same time. Although she gives a good overview of
the issues involved, Collins includes so many caveats that | am
not sure | was left with a much clearer understanding (some of
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the same subjects are more clearly explained in chapter four
‘the diversity and plasticity of birdsong’ by Don Kroodsma).
The third chapter, ‘learning to sing’ by Henrike Hultsch and
Dietmar Todt, is largely based on a huge body of German
research on nightingales Luscinia, and makes for a fascinating
read. This chapter includes much discussion about subsong
and plastic song, with several different stages in the song deve-
lopment of Common Nightingale L megarhynchos, Song Thrush
Turdus philomelos and Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana
illustrated nicely on one of the accompanying CDs. Chapter
five ‘bird calls: a cornucopia for communication’ is the only
one devoted to calls rather than songs. It is a stimulating chap-
ter, and an important one for birders who would like to under-
stand something about the great variety of messages communi-
cated by sounds outside the singing season.

Perhaps the most fascinating chapter for me was ‘how birds
sing and why it matters’ by Roderick A Suthers. | already knew
that birds have two vocal organs or syrinxes, one for each lung,
but | had no idea of the amazing ways that they co-ordinate the
use of these organs. In long, seamlessly rising or falling notes of
Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis, for example, the lower
parts of one and the same note are produced by the left syrinx
and higher parts produced by the right. A join can only be
heard in young birds that have not yet mastered the co-ordina-
tion.

The book is a valiant attempt to write for a broad public by
scientists more accustomed to writing (to most of us) somewhat
impenetrable scientific papers. So have they succeeded? With
varying success, on the whole | would say yes: the motivated
and curious reader will certainly appreciate this publication.
I got completely lost only once, and that was in the chapter
‘brains and birdsong’ by Erich D Jarvis, partly because it intro-
duced so many new terms, far removed from my experience of
bird sounds, but perhaps also because of a sense of unease
about the intrusive techniques by which the information was
obtained. Having said that, | did learn that research on bird
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brains has lead to quite radical insights into how our own
brains work. It was discovered that new brain cells are gene-
rated in adult humans (a dramatic reversal of a long held
dogma) only after this had been discovered in canaries.

I read and enjoyed the whole book, and learned a great deal
from it. | was curious to ask a few other people who had read it
whether they had also listened to the CDs hidden away inside
the front and back covers. Most admitted they had not. This is
a pity, because there are many interesting recordings on the
CDs, even a Fawn-breasted Bowerbird Chlamydera cervini-
ventris imitating the sounds of a carpenter at work! Although
many seem to have been recorded in labs and are consequent-
ly somewhat abstract, lacking in natural context, they do
generally illustrate the points well and bring the book to life.
The problem seems to be that this publication gives one too
many things to do. While reading the main text, often depart-
ing from it to read the ‘boxes’ or study the illustrations and
sonagrams, one just doesn’t feel inclined to control a CD play-
er at the same time. So what is the answer — put it all on a
DVD-ROM? Surely this would be a less satisfying way to read
the main text. Perhaps more integration of text and recordings
is needed, with more reference in the text to the actual record-
ings, where and when they were made etc (this information
can be found in an appendix)? Whatever the solution for future
publications, | do recommend buying this book and making
the effort to listen to the CDs. MAGNUS S RoBB

DAAN  SCHOONHOVEN (EINDREDACTIE) 2006. Birdpix. De beste
foto’s deel II. Birdpix (www.birdpix.nl) en PS Items (www.
psitems.nl). 132 pp. ISBN 90-77204-30-X. EUR 39.90 (bij
www.birdpix.nl).

Het eerste birdpixboek in 2005 resulteerde in veel positieve
reacties (cf Dutch Birding 27: 262-263, 2005). Het is dan ook
geen verrassing dat na het eerste deel, Birdpix.nl. De beste
foto’s van 2004, een jaar later opnieuw een birdpix-boek wordt
aangeboden, nu met de beste foto’s van 2005. Dit tweede deel
is qua opzet en vormgeving ongeveer hetzelfde als dat over
2004 maar bevat nu uitsluitend vogelfoto’s en geen zoogdie-
ren, vlinders of libellen. Birdpix-oprichter Daan Schoonhoven
vormde samen met Hans Gebuis, Rein Hofman, Karel Mauer,
Marcel van der Tol, Arie Ouwerkerk en Michel Veldt de foto-
redactie die uit 10 000-en op www.birdpix.nl geplaatste foto’s
er 79 van 43 fotografen selecteerde. Bij die keuze was niet
alleen de kwaliteit van een foto bepalend maar speelde ook de
actualiteit van 2005 in Nederland en Vlaanderen een rol. Er is
gedacht aan het ongewone voorkomen in dat jaar van Kleine
Alk Alle alle, Pestvogel Bombycilla garrulus, Zwarte Mees

Aankondigingen & verzoeken

Flamingo’s te Zwillbrocker Venn Allerhande bijzonderheden,
feiten en data van de sinds 1982 op minder dan 1 km over de
Nederlandse grens bij Zwilbroek, Gelderland, in Zwillbrocker
Venn, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Duitsland, broedende flamingo’s
Phoenicopterus worden gepresenteerd in een in eigen beheer
uitgegeven Nederlandstalig verslag door Joop Treep. Het is geti-
teld Flamingo’s in het Zwillbrocker Venn (2006) en omvat 44
pagina’s. Behalve een groep Chileense Flamingo’s P chilensis en
enkele Caribische Flamingo’s P ruber heeft hier in de meeste
jaren ook een aantal Flamingo’s P roseus jongen grootgebracht.
Voor de laatste soort biedt Treep argumenten die duiden op een
mogelijk wilde herkomst. Het boekje is te verkrijgen door EUR
3.95 over te maken op giro 3021968 tnv Joop Treep, De Leek
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Parus ater, Grote Barmsijs Carduelis flammea en Noordse
Goudvink Pyrrhula pyrrhula pyrrhula, het eerste broedgeval
van Wilde Zwaan Cygnus cygnus en zelfs enkele zeldzaam-
heden zoals Monniksgier Aegypius monachus (‘Carmen’),
Sperweruil Surnia ulula, |zabeltapuit Oenanthe isabellina,
Woestijntapuit O deserti, Roodoogvireo Vireo olivaceus en
Roodmus Carpodacus erythrinus. Behalve al deze foto’s uit
Nederland en Belgié is meer dan 10% afkomstig uit de rest van
Europa, zoals Hazelhoen Bonasa bonasia uit Finland, Noordse
Stormvogels Fulmarus glacialis uit I)sland, Jan-van-gent Morus
bassanus uit Frankrijk, Grauwe Franjepoten Phalaropus lobatus
uit Finland, Scharrelaar Coracias garrulus uit Turkije, Grote
Pieper Anthus richardi uit Italié, Balkankwikstaart Motacilla fel-
degg met Koekoek Cuculus canorus uit Turkije en Rood-
kopklauwier Lanius senator senator uit Italié. Deze ‘Europese’
foto’s zijn weliswaar van uitstekende kwaliteit maar naar mijn
gevoel zou het boek aan ‘nl.kracht’ hebben gewonnen indien
men zich tot foto’s uit het Nederlandstalige gebied had
beperkt. De indeling van de foto’s is per seizoen, beginnend en
eindigend in de winter. En net als in het vorige deel bevat het
laatste hoofdstuk biografieén van alle fotografen. Bij iedere
vogelfoto staan niet alleen de Nederlandse en wetenschappelij-
ke naam met datum en plaats vermeld maar ook een persoon-
lijke, korte of lange tekst van de fotograaf over de vogel en de
foto. Bovendien is bij iedere foto te lezen welke camera, lens,
snelheid, iso-waarde en statief of andere stabilisatoren zijn
gebruikt (waarbij zelfs onderscheid wordt gemaakt tussen
bonen- en rijstzakken!). Alle zijn gefotografeerd met digitale
camera’s: 51 van het merk Canon, 24 Nikon, twee Pentax en
twee Sony. SLR-camera’s blijken favoriet en het aandeel van
digiscopie is gering: slechts een handvol foto’s is met een tele-
scoop als lens gemaakt. De kwaliteit van de foto’s is uitstekend
en er zijn slechts enkele die iets aan scherpte lijken te missen.
Maar dat mag natuurlijk ook wel voor meer dan 0.50 euro per
foto, liefst 10 keer duurder dan foto’s in Dutch Birding (teksten
en andere extra’s niet meegerekend). Mijn favorieten zijn een
dramatische foto van een Sperwer Accipiter nisus die een
Houtsnip Scolopax rusticola heeft geslagen, een groep druk
bewegende Drieteenstrandlopers Calidris alba, een rennende
Sneeuwgors Plectrophenax nivalis, een Hop Upupa epops die
